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Christian Reader, 


3 Tnov haſt here preſented to thy 
view, a GLIMPSE OF GLory from the heavenly 


Zion, ſo bright and lively that no human compoſure 8 


hath equal'd. A ray of ſuch heavenly fire, being re- 
ceived into an heart affected with eternal objects, may 
prove a bleſt mean to inflame it into a divine rapture 
of holy longing, to ſee and enjoy thoſe unſeen 
things, which are here in ſo bright colours repre- 
ſented. Whoſoever will in ſincerity, and with atten- 
tion peruſe this ſmall treatiſe, will be led into ſuch a 
delightful contemplation of divine and heavenly things 
as may, in a manner, tranſport his very foul into that 


heavenly paradiſe ; carry him along the beautiful banks 4 


of that pure river of the water of life; and repreſent to 


the eyes of his mind, that noble and glorious company, = 


who ſtand about the Lamb on Mount Zion, in white 
robes, with palms in their hands, ſinging a new ſong 
of praiſe to Jehovah and the Lamb. Here ſhall he find 
the incomparable beauties of that upper paradiſe, and 
royal palace of the King of Kings deſcribed fo brightly, 
in ſuch high and lofty expreſſions, as well ſuit ſuch 
ſublime and ſupernatural objects; and yet withallt ſo 
eaſy to be underſtood, that the meaneſt capacity ex, 
erciſed in ſpiritual things, may apprehend the true ſenſe 
and meaning. The holy FOES the author has been ſo 
much in heaven, . that from the end of the prelude to 
the concluſion, he talks altogether like one there; 
and as if he were a poſſeſſor of the glory he deſcribes: 
which is to be attentively noticed, for the better un- 
derſtanding of the ſcope and intent of the diſcourſe. _ 
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| Beſides the deſcription of heaven, and the glory 


which the ſaints ſhall enjoy there; there are other ex- 
cellent ſubjects interſperſed, and pretty largely handled. 
How ſweetly doth he expatiate upon the praiſes of 


' Chriſt, the everbleſſed Redeemer ! How lively doth 


he deſcribe him, in his humbled fate ; his laborious, 
ſorrowful, yet holy life ; his painful, ſhameful, and 


accurſed death; his infinite love to his choſen, that 


put him upon all that humiliation and ſuffering ! With 
what raviſhment doth he admire the difference of theſe 
two, fo diſtant eſtates! In what ſweet, lively and 


bright expreſſions doth he declare the mutual inter- 


courſe betwixt the Glorious Redeemer and his choſen, 
eſpecially in the upper houſe. At is alſo another great 


aim of the author, to diſplay the attributes of God, 


to his glory : his grace and mercy towards the elect; 


his ſovereignty in his works of creation, providence, 


and eſpecially election; his truth and faithfulneſs in 
making good all his promiſes ; his unchangeableneſs, 
in his purpoſes of love and grace to his own; his 
ſpotleſs holineſs and juſtice, in puniſhing the wicked. 
How lofty is he in defcribing the ſovereignty of God 
over his creatures ; either to create, or not create, 


_ elect or paſs-by as he pleaſed! How ſweet, large and 


raviſhing is he, in holding forth the freedom and 


"riches of redeeming grace: and how doth he exult 


and glory. in the unchangeableneſs of God, which 
ſecures the ſame to all eternity. His wonderful wiſ- 
dom in contriving the ſaints way to his kingdom; thro' 
a lite of ſuffering, afflictions, poverty, labours, watch- 


ings, forrows, &c. is pleaſantly cleared up; and 
many myſterious | tour nes relating thereunto,. 


Judiciouſly unfolded : which may ſerve much for 


confirmation and conſolation to many poor Sogn | 
believers. ' In deſcribing the holineſs and juſtice of 


God, in the eternal puniſhment of the damned, he 


takes occaſion largely to delineate the miſerable eſtate. . 
of the ungodly : nor is this improper for his ſubject; 
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Sad; IE... 
for contraries ſet beſide each other, ſerve. to.enlightem 7 
one another. He ſets forth their extreme miſery fror i 
the greatneſs of their torments; the great and ins- 
conceivable loſs they undergo, in their eternal baniſh- 
ment from the preſence of God and the. Lamb; the 
eternity yet juſtice of their puniſhment : which juſtice 
he founds not on an arbitrary conſtitution, but on the 
infinite holineſs, juſtice andſovereignty of God; againſt 
whom {in is an infinite offence, as ſtriking againſt his 
very being and glory; and therefore deſerxving an in- 
finite puniſhment. The blaſphemies they; continually 
belch forth againſt their creator, for his puniſhing: 
them, tho” at the ſame time theix.confciences approve: 
him juſt, and their horrid inclination. to. fulfil their 
luſts tho' they cannot; all which he , reckons, the 
puniſhment as well as their ſin; for he was at no lols- 
to believe “ That there is ſinning in hell.“ And 
finally, here is ſet forth the holy triumph of the 


JF righteous over the wicked men and devils, once their 
mortal enemies; now laid low under the ſoles of t Sir 


feet, and for ever baniſhed. their holy and happy _ 

ſociety. All which he deſcribes in ſuch a moving 

and pathetic manner, as might cauſe an adamantine = 

heart to relent and tremble :-and to enquire,, ** Yes 3 
mie 


muſt I do to be ſaved 7 How ſhall I eſcape; the 
to come? | 5 „ en ide e mie 
Indeed to bring fouls to ſuch a. ſerious inquiry, an 
draw hearts from this baſe empty earth, ig an inqueſt 
after heaven and ſalvation, is his great aim. . Hence 
how pathetic and vigorous is he in inviting, perſuading 
and reaſoning with the unconverted to awaken them 
to a due concern. about heavenly things, and wean 
their hearts from earthly: vanities ;, {o,, by., leſſen 
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- That ſuch as are perſuaded ſeriouſſy to mind, and 
apply themſelves to this noble and neceſſary ſtudy, 
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may not want an help at hand, to diſcover to them 
the goodneſs and badneſs of their ſtate; he hath 
added in the concluſion of the work a conſiderable 


number of excellent marks, or notes whereby a 


chriſtian may diſcern his being in Chriſt, whether he 
be in an heavenly frame or not ; alſo by them a formal 
hypocrite may be detected. $ | 
If there be any flights of lofty 
thought, that may offend the cenſorious, tis deſired 
before they cenſure, they would firſt compare them 
with the ſimilitudes and expreſſions of holy ſcripture, 
and next with the fentiments of ſound divines; 
making ſome allowance on account of the ſublime and 
rapturous way of writing here uſed; and tis con- 
fi Pay preſumed, they will find nothing, but what 
is molt agreeable to truth, in this whole treatiſe. 
Moreover, the intelligent / and obſerving reader 


will here find ſuch a ſurpriſing variety of the moſt 


rofound goſpel myſteries, interwoven- in ſuch a 
beautiful and artful contexture, as will every where 


entertain his underſtanding, with an | uncommon 


delight. 1 | 1 HA; 4 
8 Fis hoped, none will wiſh for method, or quarrel 
the want thereof as a defect; if it be but reminded, 
that devotional books, amongſt which this may juſtly 


claim a chief room, are not uſually ſtrifted to the 
rules of art and logical method; it being the deſign 


of ſuch writers, not ſo much to pleaſe the fancy, or 


entertain the underſtanding with an orderly ranging 


and methodizing of things, as to quicken and inflame 
the affections with ſublime and divine meditations: 
where, not a gingle of empty eloquence fills the ear, 
but heavenly and ſupernatural objects, brought down 
as it were from the eternal world of ſpirits, and made 
familiar to the. underſtanding, move and engage the 


heart, and elevate the ſoul to follow hard after theſe / 
only worthy and ſubſtantial * * Beſides the 
t it is not a mere 


reader will find upon due peruſal, 


and ne | 
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hs heap of undigeſted matter; but that there is 
really a comely order obſerved in the diſpoling of tlie 


thoughts herein contained, which will fufficiendly gra- 


tify the underſtanding, while the II matter 
melts and inflames the affections. 

The reader by this time is longing for ſome account 
of the author: and it were to be wiſhed, that a true 


and genuine relation of his life could have been re« 


covered; for ſuch a life without Fer would have 


been a rare and excellent d t, worthy of the 1 


chriſtians imitation. He was * .of ' a2 

father, Miniſter of the Goſpel at Tondergirth, in 
Annandale, con whom there is related this 
remarkable paſſage. When the Lord had taken trum 
im his beloved wife, he ſpent the whole enſuing night 
in prayer and meditation in his garden. One . the 
elders of the pariſh coming next morning to viſit him, 
and condoling his Want of reſt by reaſon of the diſ- 
penſation ſo lately befallen him, he replied to this 
effect: I declare I have not all this night had one 
*© thought concerning the death of my ſpouſe; F have 
deen ſo wholly taken up with the meditation of 


© heavenly: things, I have been this night an tb 
banks of Ulai, plucking an apple here and there!“ 


1 his plainly ſhews what a heavenly, foul this holy 
man had, and how plentifully this Landing — hig 
ſon, hath been bleſſed with the ſame ſpirit, is a 

evident from the enſuing; treatiſe. "His! Brother Me. 
Hohn IVclwoed, was a perſon well known to many for 
his holineſs; diligence i in the labours of the miniſtry, 
amidſt many perils from bloody perſecutors and falſe 
brethren, and his undaunted zeal and courage in the 
cauſe of Chriſt, tho under à very weak and fickhy 
conſtitution of body. What a life of faith he lived in 
thoſe perilous times is evident from his letters. And 
as he excelledin-the grace of faith, ſo the author, 'ſeems 
to have ad abounded_in' that of love, as 4s 


abundantl manifeſted ops this book. And. How | 
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zealous he was for the royal prerogatives of his lovely 


Redeemer, uſurped by wicked rulers; and the public 


. concerns of his houſe and glory, may be gathered from 
ſeveral paſſages in this treatiſe, tho' the nature of the 


ſubje did not permit him to enlarge much this way; 
It appears plainly, from his letters, that he deſigned 
to have ſerved the Lord Chriſt in the work of the 
miniſtry, if it had pleaſed the Lord to have continued 
his abode here below : but the good Lord was pleaſed 
early to tranſport him from the wilderneſs of earth to 
the paradiſe of glory, and to accept the will, in that 
matter for the deed; - He died at London, in the time 
of the late perſecution, af a conſumption, under which 
affliction, he profited, and grew in grace as appears 
from his letters. He concluded his holy, happy, tho' 
ſhort life, with the ſweeteſt aſſurance of obtaining 
that celeſtial bleſſedneſs he here deſcribes, and quietly 
flept in the Lord. And tho“ nothing further is known 
of him, a genuine tranſcript may here be read; for no 
doubt he endeavoured to live What he wrote, and 
ſuch a laſting monument erected to the glory of his 
Redeemer, as will alſo ſerve to tranſmit his memory 
embalmed to poſterity, without needing an eulogium 
from gny other-hagd.::; = „ 
To conelude, the treatiſe itſelf, - will upon due 
peruſal,” fo approve itſelf to every gracious heart, by 


its heavenly and divine ſtrain ; the noble deſign it drives, 


namely to exalt Chriſt, and-allure ſouls to him; by 
its moſt {weet and oy compoſure ; its ſtile being 
both lofty as to the ſubject, and condeſcending to the 


. moſt illiterate; and finally by the ſweet diſcoveries it 


makes of that holy city, the heavenly Jeruſalem, the 
hope, reſt, and joy of all the ſaints: it will ſo recom- 
mend itſelf, that it will only need to be known to every 
ll... 3 | OE 90 ley 

Thus far the old publiſher: the reaſon why this 
new edition was printed is obvious, thoſe who knew. 
the worth of the book, frequently inquired for it, and 


ey | 


3 not purchaſe i it. This edition 3 is. Jaſt the 8 5 4 
1 the former with regard to form, matter &c. I did 
Ky 

not chuſe to alter any thing, that I might not diminiſh 
the ſublimity of its thoughts. A few Scotticiſins 


he | excepted, which were in the old edition, but are here 
__ rendered-into-Englilh... .. — N 
* That the Almighty Lord wich whom is the reſidue 

ho of the 1 N and who only can command the bleſſin 

bed may make this work, A bleſſed mean in the hand 2 

"a his holy ſpirit, to build' up and comfort believers, to 

as quſcken them to heavenl y Mimilediels, and draw them 

"4 from the too eager love of this earth: Awaken, allure, ” . 
"xe and bring Nr to Jeſus Chriſt, charmed and raviſhed 

"ry with the unſpeakable glory of the great reward, hert 

pan deſcribed, which he hath promiſed to all "their! th 

ho! turn from en nd and. Lone love him; ; is the 
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9 AFZISPATCH, O well- beloved, and haſten the 
{| day of our eternal marriage; put time, and days gut 


* 
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of the way: great things haſt thou to do, before thqu | 

oF: ; deſcendeſt viſibly to this lower world: thou haſt been | 

making greatdiſpatch, ſince thou aſcendedſt; and {till 

1 the nearer thy ſecond coming, thou haſteneſt thy work | 

| the more: theſe few years immediately preceding, | 
how haft thou put many and great things through thy . 

hand. And now thy kingdom is upon the advancing | 

hand, tho' it ſeem almoſt tottering and decaying. That | 

| great and glorious work thou promiſedſt of, old, is juſt 


now in the birth, and near the breaking forth : thy 
rand enemies have begun to fall before thee, and have 
55 loſt ground: and tho' now they ſeem to have the 
advantage it is but in appearance: thou art but 
making thyſelf to flee before them, that thou mayeſt 
draw them all out after thee; but e're they ſhall be 
aware, thou wilt make thine ambuſcado's to aſſault 
| them on the crear, ang in a trice, thou wilt environ 
them on every ſide, and give them an irreparable rout. 
Thou art, O mighty. captain, as it were, retiring 
thyſelf, that thou mayeſt come back on thine enemies, 
with the greater force: thou art crying out, Ah! 
Iwill eaſe me of mine adverſaries, and avenge me of 
mine enemies, & I cannot but ſmile and leap for joy 
through the fore-thoughts of the glorious days, we 
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ſhall ſee a little hence. Verily, well eee toy 


2 
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haſt perſuaded me with a ſtrong hand, that the gory 
of the ſecond temple ſhall far ſurpaſs the glory o 
firſt; and that ſuch a day of thy power and excellency 


ſhall ariſe very ſhortly upon Britain, as ſhall dazzle 


the 


the eyes of all the beholders, confound and put to | 


ſhame all thy adverſaries, rejoice exceedingly the hearts 
of thy now ſad and fainting friends, and have a ſtrong 


influence and reſplendence throughout the whole earth. 


We are thy covenanted people, thine in a dre peculiar 


manner, than any nation, people or language ge thro the 
ſign 


univerſal world; thy name is called m ally over 
us, thy glory and renown is molt eſpecially concerned 
in our affairs; greater mercy, power, wiſdom, and 


ſovereignty haſt thou not manifeſted on any people; | 

ſince thou aſcendedſt on high : how majeſtic and glo 
rious have thy out-goings been among us! As if this 
had been the chief place of thy dwelling on earth: + © 
Such majeſtic banners of mercy and juſtice haſt-thoy 
erected among us, as have amazed the nations around 4 


and tho', ere it be long, thou wilt pour out our bleed, 


like water, by the force of the ſword, becauſe of b 


horrid apoſtacies and inventions: yet Thy loving 
kindneſs ſhalt thou never remove from us, but ſh 


ere a banner of love over us, until the day of be he : 


appearance. Thou haſt manifeſted, that thou art Well 


pleaſed with thine eſpouſing us, and that thou ſtandeſt, 
to the bargain, by thy begetting a progeny of ſons and 
daughters, which appear to exceed, in number and 
excellency, all others thro the habitable. world : tha? 
our iniquities teſtify againſt us, and (cry for utter 


deſolation, until we be like Admah and Zeboim; yet 


what wilt, thou do for thy great name, which will be 
- greatly blaſphemed throughout the world, if than 
utterly conſume us? Haſt thou begun a work? And 
alt thou not perfect it? Haſt thou Flaidthe foundation? 
Aud 8 thou not erect i it . top-ſtone that all N 
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may cry, grace, grace unto it? Haſt thou not ever 

fruſtrated the cruel and helliſh intents of thine enemies, 
and made their devices to fall on their own heads? And 
ſhalt thou not now plunge them into the midſt of their 
own miſchiefs, ſo that the inhabitants of the world 
may cry out H16GAtoN SELAH ? Haſt thou ſuch a 
numerous and excellent remnant according to the 
election of grace? And ſhall they not hold thee from 
removing altogether from hence? Yea, ſo hold thee, 
that thou ſhalt dwell moſt gloriouſly amongſt us, and 
bleſs us with a double bleſſing. Art thou the hearer of 
prayer ? And ſhall not the groans, ſighs and tears of 
thy afflicted perſecuted ones prevail ſtrongly with thee ? 
Are there not thouſands of thouſands of prayers lying 
before the throne not yet anſwered? How many 
ſtrong wreſtlers, have prayed and weeped for thy 
vindicating thy work and people; and died praying? 
'Tho' ſighs and tears did not move thee, yet wilt thou 
not regard the cry of the ſouls under the altar, who 
teſtified for the very ſmalleſt of thy intereſts unto 
death ? Is not thy kingdom now upon the advancing 
hand, and the glorious days at the cloſe of time which 
of old thou haſt promiſed, at the door. Anon, thou 
wilt tread upon the high places of the earth.“ T O 
mayeſt thou be glorious and exalted thro' Britain, and 

the whole world: when ſhall the night begone and 
thou ariſe with healing in thy wings? When ſhalt 
thou pour down thy ſpirit from on high, and make un- 
to thyſelf a willing people? Haſten theſe days for thine 
elect's fake : be an hiding place to thy choſen from 
the ſtorm and tempeſt, and the blaſt of the terrible 
ones, according to thy promiſe: cover us with thy 
feathers, and under thy wings make us to truſt : let 
thy truth be our ſhield and buckler: * Perform thy 
+ Iſaiah ii. 17. xxiv 5. ix 14. Xxiv- 2. ix. 18, 21. Xxxiv. 
9. 8. vi. 13. iv. 2. xKxvIii. 3, 6. iv. 5. Revelation xi 20. 
Zphaniah 111. 17. 18. Micah vii. 8 Jeremiah viii. 2. xii. 13. 


vi. g, 14. ix. 2, 3. | Jeremiah xxiii. 19, 21. vii. 13. 
® Plalms Aci. 5, 8. cvi. 5. e. 13. 
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great promiſes now in the end of time and days; as 

thou haſt already poured the vials of thy wrath on the 
ſeat of the beaſt ; now, our mighty one dry up the great 
river; and let there come a great voice from the temple 
of heaven, from the throne, ſaying 1T 18 DONE : that 
thou mighteſt have aglorious church of Jew and Gentile, 
ſuch a day of thy power, and beauties of holineſs, 'as 
that the cleareft days we, or our fathers, ever ſaw, 
were but days of darkneſs and ignorance, in com- 
pariſon of them. Haſte, O well beloved, that thou 
mayeſt cry down time and days ; and become ALL IN 
ALL unto thy choſen, throughout Eternity. 
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Dying Saint's Song. 
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F AREWELL, you beauties of the lower ſtory 
Ot God's great all ; adieu, thou painted glory 

Ot lilly earth; farewell, you dreams, you toys, 
Cloth'd in the garb of true delights and joys: 

Yet were you ſuch, as to the world you ſeem, 
What place now can you have in mine eſteem. 
Since all you leſſer beauties diſappear, 

In weſtern point of my heart's hemiſphere ;_ 

You roſe, ſhone, ſet, yet ſhall you not again 

Shine on my ſoul, while heaven of heavens remain ; 
more ſhall painted loves my ſoul bereave, 
more ſhall glitt'ring ſhades my mind deceive, 
more ſhall empty hopes cauſe diſcontent, 
more ſhall anxious cares my foul torment ; 
more ſhall pain cauſe me to groan and fob, 
more ſhall tears cauſe ſtifled heart to throb : 
more ſhall crackling joys my ſp rits exhale, 
more ſhall vain conceits my thoughts inthrall ; 
more ſhall vain delights choke ſolid pleaſure, 
more ſhall ſtore of clay appear a treaſure ; 
more ſhall childiſh rage my blood inflame, 
more ſhall fond deſires poſſeſs the ſame ; 

more ſhall my conceptions be obſcur'd, 

more ſhall my affeEtions be obdur'd: 

more ſhall damps aſleep my ſenſes lull, „ 
more ſhall clubbiſh earth ſoul's actions dull; 

No more ſhall ſickneſs my clay houſe poſſeſs, 

No more ſhall exerciſe cauſe wearineſs, 


( xv * | Es 
No more e mal filly body cauſe a loathin aß. Foe 
No more ſhall ſtand in need of food and clothing: 

No more ſhall men contemn, if theſe fall low, 

No more ſhall men eſteem, if theſe o'erflowz  ® 

No more ſhall fin remain, ſource of all ill, 

No more ſhall ſin man's glorious ſtructure ſpill; 

No more {hall ſin lodge near to heavenly en | 

No more thall ſin eclipſe Chriſt's lovely 5 

No more ſhall fin all heart from things divine, 

No more ſhall fin my heart to earth incline: 

Would'ſt thou, in ſhort, expreſs all ſaid befor: ? 

Bleſt ſelf, ſay this, that fin ſhall be no more. 

Welcome, O gentle Death, I think thy tace- 

Appears not grim, but hath a pleaſant grace; | 

What tho' thy looks are ghoſtly, ſad and our: 

Unto the wicked, whom thou doſt devour i 4 

Not ſo to us, ſervants cannot appal ; 

For ours are death, life, heaven and earth and all : 

Firſt ſight of thee friend Death, caus'd languid heart 

Leap, for exceeding joy, and every part 

To ſpring, with floods of pleaſure: 1 was ſlain 

With ſad delays, but am reviv'd again: 

IIl no more call thee death, but life; I "FR 

In thee not death's, but life s ſymptoms combi? 4 
True, death thou art unto the wretched band, f iy 

Quite dead in fin, and under thy command. 

O! but all things have chang'd their kind and face, 

Unto the ſons of light, and life and grace! 

S weet Chriſt has turn'd for us, all blacks to We 135 

All woes to joy, all ſadneſs to delight: 

He palt the liſts with foes, and gave the foil, 

Add made all foes to friendſhip back recoil. 

With thee, O Death, he grappl'd hand to oF 

And led thee captive. from thy native land- 

Now thou art tam'd, and loſt thy fatal ting ; -> 

Foes without harm can no diſſaſters bring. 

Enter this heart, friend Death, and tliou ſhalt hear 
Thy praiſes ſung, with a melodious checr: 
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O ! ſweet beginner of all joys and pleaſure, 
Of all content and fullneſs paſſing meaſure. 
] joyful ev'ning period, without morrow, 


Of wants, and pains, and tears, and griefs, & ſorrow ! 


And which is moſt, O bleſt utmoit border 
Of all corruption, ſinning and diforder ! 
Once paſt this march, I may with boldneſs cry, 
All ſin is gone, adieu all miſery. 

O ſafe refuge! O ſweet eternal port! 

To which all wearied pilgrims do reſort. 

O ſilver ſtream ! O pleaſant paſſing ſtrand! 
From clowniſh earth, to fair Emanuel's land. 
O gladſome boat-man ! giving ſafe convoy 
From weeping earth, unto the land of joy. 
O quiet fleep } which wearied ſenſe aſſails, 


And ſp'rits, and pow'rs with ſweet immortal gales. 


O juſt umpire, which doth the march deſcry 
Of flying time, and vaſt eternity. 

O ſkilful ſower of earth's mortal grain! 

That it in heavenly glore may riſe again. 

O! Noble Uſher, who by th' hand doſt bring 

Us, to the hall of the Immortal King. 
Would I thy praiſes in one word expreſs ? 

I'll only fay O ſource of happineſs! 

From thee did never-fading glory grow; 

From thee did ever-blooming joy o'erflow : 

By thee eternal death was vanquiſhed, . 

By thee eternal life did it ſucceed. 

O ſtrange ! the ſource of life did purchaſe more, 

By dying, than all creatures loſt before ; 

Yea, more. by infinite tranſcendent ſtages, 

Than can be told thro” endleſs ſtore of ages. 

By thee the ſaints their heritage poſſeſs : 

By thee, earth's too too numerous folks decreaſe. 
I hou art more mild, of a more pleaſant nature 
In theſe laſt ages of the lower creature, 

Than in the firſt, when thou didſt ſuffer men 
To tun a longſome race of ſin and pain 
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O ! without thee our ſtrongeſt hope would fail, 
Our joys would die, deſpair would us allail, 
The thoughts of thee brought to my heart relief, 
In all my wand'rings thro' the vale of grief: 
Indced my longing ſoul was ſore oppreſt, _ 
With ſad delays, when thou ſeem'd not to haſte 
Thy wiſhed courſe, and to forget thy call: 
Now, now thy coming hath redreſſed all. 
O now my heart's rejoic'd ! ſweet death and I 
Are in each others arms ; thrice happily, 
I bravely flee, out o'er the march of time, 
Unto that happy, happy glorious chime ; 
Where ſtored are enduring boundleſs treaſures : 
Of loves, and joys, and heart contenting pleaſures. | 
All joy, death's ſhady vale, in drawing near 4 
Thy dark ned borders, ſtrange ! thou det appear 
Another thing, than what 1 did conceive; 
Miſtakes cauſe needleſs fears, and joys bereave: 
Thee. did my thoughts preſent an ugly den, 
O'er ſpread with horror, ſadneſs, fear and pain: 
Sight tells the truth, O thrice delightſome place! 
Stor'd with refreſhing ſhades of ſweet ſolace, 
Caſt by theſe ſtately trees of fragrant fume, | 
Which do o'er ſpread the true Elyſium ; © 4 
And do adorn this trance, which pilgrims bring 
Into the paradiſe, which ever ſprings. | 
Now do I ſet my feet within this vale, 
What gales of joys are theſe, which me aſſail 
In this firſt entry? O! this grave might be 
A raviſhing repoſe thro' all eternity 8 x 
All here do laugh, and ſmile, and ſpring, and ſing; 
Were ſadneſs there, it could not ſadneſs bring: 
Mere placed here all griefs and woes of creatures, 
Would they not change unto melodious natures ! _ 
And can, O faireſt one, thy word command 
Death's ſaddeſt vale into a joyful land wr 
How doth the place, where thou doſt ever dwell, _ 
In glory, beauty, and all things excel ! | 


1 


But what if this be it? O heavenly frame 

My mind's enlarg'd, my heart is in a flame 

O O ſweet aſpects | with what a pleaſant grace, 
Do heavenly hoſts ſurround me in this place ? 
I'm raviſh'd with the raiment of that one, 

| Whoſe fragrancy tranſcendeth Lebanon: 

His voice, his ſoul tranſporting emanation 
Strikes me in an eternal admiration ! 


No, this is glory's port, I ſee the hall, 


W ith theſe great bays of glory and renown 3 
I'll thee adorn, in ſuch a brave attire, 
That all, who thee behold, ſhall thee admire. 
O love, thou haſt been ever in my fight, 

A maſs of beauty, ſweetneſs and delight : 
But now my fair, I'll thee ſo beautify, 
With the reſplendent rays of majeſty, 

And paſling glory's beauty; I'll ſo fill, 
And all thy powers ; thy glore ſo flourith ſhall, 
And bloom, and ſhine, and ray, thro' ages all, 
'That moſt envying ſeers ſhall confeſs, 

Thou art a mirror of all happineſs. 

O haſt thou fought thy foes, and vanquiſhed 

By offering violence unto all, who did _ 

5 Thy courſe to heaven oppoſe! and ſhall not I 
3H Put in thine hand theſe palms of victory? 

1 O! didit thou gladly ſuffer, and deſpiſe 
All loſes, pains and woes, that did ariſe 

For my name's ſake, O love? and ſhall not 1 
Cauſe thee to reign in glorious majeſty ? 

Walt thou to all created things denied, 
Eſteeming them but droſs and dung, and ey'd 
Me as the only one? and ſhall not!! 
Thee with my matchleſs beauty ſatisfy ? 

O haſt thou bid farewell, for evermore 

To earthly things which thou enjoy dſt before; 


W here lovely Chriſt, with crown in hand doth call. 
Come, come my fair, thy princely head I'll crown, 


With ſtore of heav'nly grace, thy mind and will, 


Lo here below, theſe roſy, fragrant groves; 
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That thou might'ſt come to me? and ſnhall not © 
Give full enjoyment thro' eternity ? 7 
O then ariſe my fair, and come away ; * 
Behold the eaſtern beams of this fair day 
Of vaſt eternity dart in thy face, 
Cauſing all ſhades retreat and flee apace. 
O come, and enter this thrice happy place, 

Thou now behold'ſt; what raviihing ſolace | 
Dwells here, what paſling joys! what boundleſs pleaſures? 
Flow in this land, like fountains, floods, and rivers ! 
Nay nothing here but ſweetneſs ! every part 

Is 611d with all delights of mind and heart: 

Here every ray's a white and joyful day; 

Here every bloom's a fragrant ſmelling May ; 

If once thou enter here, thy rain is gone, 

Thy winter's paſt and all thy woes are done. 

This is the holy place, within the vailz 

W herein once enter'd, ſhalt for ever dwell ; 

This is the place of old, I did prepare, 

To be the ſtage, whereon I might declare 

My beauty, glory and excellency, 

Before this glorious, ſtately company 

Of men and angels, who ſhall fee my face, 
And ſhall for ever in my ſight find grace: 4 


We'll fatiate ourſelves with mutual loves. 

O ! here our bleſſedneſs ſhall bloom for ay) 

Ariſe my love, my fair and come away. _ 5 
Thus ſpeaks my Lord, this is his invitation, 

Thus ſounds his voice, O endleſs admiration ! 

Tranſporting all: O fires dart from above 

Transforming all into a flame of love! 

His ſoul-alluring voice, his heavenly grace, 

That ſhines in ev'ry look, his faireſt face, 

His lovely eyes, his countenance divine 

Hath raviſh'd quite away this heart of mine: 

At firſt aſpect his ſhade, a draught might prove 

Would quite eclipſe ten thouſand worlds of love. 
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11 arice bleſſed ſaints, thrice bleſſed angels you, 
W ho ſtand within the near immediate view 
Of ſuch an one, all in your proper places, 
Encircled with eſſential loves embraces! 
It's like two heavens of joy, to think upon, 
That I ſhall be within theſe arms anon! 
More ſolid joy the hope of glory brings, 
Than all enjoyments of created things. 


—— 
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Letters. 
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A LETTER TO HIS MOTHER. 
Dear Mother, 


London, 


l I. I were able to diate now, 
when I am entering into eternity, I could tell you the 
conſolations, wherewith I am comforted of God, 


trifles upon which the ſons of men dote, can be no 


cannot convoy a man without the borders of time; 


taſteleſs vanities of time; but J ſee & even difficulties, 
_ temptations, griefs and woes have all an happy end to 
the godly : * ſo even eating and conſuming griefs, 
ſickneſs and lofſes, which make the outward man de- 
cay, renew the inward man, and make him flouriſh ; 
even the ſtrongeſt difficulties temptations and foes, 


$ Rom. viii. 28. * Judges xiv. 14. 
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even when the chiefeft delights of the. world, theſe } 


comfort to me; Alas! what are all the comforts that | 
flee away at death? Even the vanities of time which | 


and far leſs endure with him thro” eternity. My death 
would ſeem judicial like to blind worldlings, who ſee 
no judgment, but to be deprived of the A and 


ow, 
the 


* 


100, 


heſe | 


no 


that | 
hich | 


me; 


leath | 
) ſee] 
an 


ties, 
nd to 
riefs, 
n de- 
riſh 3 

foes, 
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when overcome, yield the ſweeteſt victory : and the 
thoughts of having ruſhed thro' ſo many enemies, and 
ſo ſtrong, ſhall be ſweet throughout eternity. I fee 


clearly, all the ſteps of Divine Providence towards 


me, have conſpired to a bleſſed cloſe; even the moſt 
difficult of them, eſpecially this half year: I would 
not for ever ſo much, but that I die, where I die, and 


am ſick in this place; for his diſpenſations have a | 


wonderful depth in them, and cannot well be diſcerned, 
but by eyes enlightened from above. But worldlings 
are blind, and vary ſtrangely in their judgment of 
things; and even the ſaints while here, are much 
blinded with fin and infirmities of this over-powering 
mortality : death has indeed a terrible face to theſe 
that place all their happineſs in this life; but J fear it 
not ; it is not death, but an harbinger of glory unto 
me: it is an hard- favoured meſſengey} ſent from my 
ſweet Lord to me: it is a dark and ſad chariot carrying 
to the land of light and joy. My Lord hath done to 
1e, What he has determined from eternity; and all 
is purpoſes even all the thoughts of his heart are full 
pf love, infinite love, to thoſe that wait upon him. 
I reſolved to glorify him on earth, and dedicated my 
ife wholly to my Lord's ſervice ; and I know it is 
all with him, as if J had done it: and I ſhall in 
another manner, exalt and ſerve him above, than LI 
ould have done here below, weighed with mortality 
nd innumerable infirmities. My Lord hath faid to 
1e, it would weary-thee to ſtay too long in this valley 
f tears and miſery; I take it as if thou hadſt done 
e many years ſervice; I have abridged thy days, but 
ot thy life: I have ſhortened thy toiling, but not 
hy. reward. And O! what a bleiſed thing it is, that 
e takes the taſk of many weary years ſervice off m 
and! my warfare is ended; O the joyful change 1 
m.undergoing ! when ſhall I ſee him, as he is? when 
hall I get my fill of the lovely Jeſus! O his beauty, 
is beauty! men and angels may. admire the treenefs 
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of his grace, and admire, and ever admire it! But Wh, 
what can they ſay or comprehend of it? O the free- di 
neſs of his grace! that he ſhall admit me to ſtand pi 
eternally before him, and be for ever in his preſence z 
to be one of his honourable train : nay toenjoy him, | 
as much as can be. O! think ye, I loſe any thing, 
who get the fore-ſtart, and become poſſeſſor of that 
inheritance ? the inheritanceof many a more ancient 
and excellent faint than I; nay, the inheritance of 
the heir of all things? It's little of heaven I know, 
being obſcured with mortality, and living by faith, | 
and not by ſight : but O! to think of the expreſſions 
of ſcripture concerning it ! If heaven could be con- 
ceived by us, I ſhould not ſo much eſteem it. But 
O it is a maſly thing! O ſtrange! that God ſhould} 
make bits of mortal men (and what a poor worthleſs | 
thing man is, let any behold in a dying and dead} 
carcaſs :) not only as happy as we can defite, or con- 
ceive, but is happy as can be, O the beholding the 
face of the Ancient of Days! but I know in whom 1 
have believed, and that he is able to preſent me ſpot- 
leſs before the Father, with exceeding great joy; it 
I periſh, let him ſee to his promiſe. I have laid all 
upon him: it I periſh (thro* the ſtrength of my Lord, 
by whom I can do all things) I ſhall periſh believ- 
ing. I expect much of heaven, more than I can 
conceive ; but O! I think I ſhall be exceedingly 
deceived, (O ſweet deceit) for I ſhall find more than 
ten thouſand worlds can comprehend. I ſhall ſee} 
my Father ere long: many ſweet days have he and I 
had upon earth: many inumerable ages ſhall we 
have in heaven together. O Heaven | O the dif- 
ference between this melancholy, ſmoky Inn, and the 
magnificient hall of glory! O the change I am un- 
dergoing! I go from the twilight of the ſun and 
moon to the non day of the ſplendor of glory, tro 
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Wourney's end, the better, and the longer we are 
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a dung-hill to a throne ; from bodily infirmities, 
diſtreſſes, diſeaſes, and pains, to a land whoſe inha- 
bitants do not ſay L am ſick; from weariſome labour 


and toiling, to an inconceivable ſweet paradiſe, where 


I ſhall reſt for evermore; from a mortal company, 
o an innumerable immortal company of angels, tO! 
what think ye, to be eternally among ſuch ſweet 
ompany ? Is there any more hononrable, or amiable 
ompany than theirs? O! what ſhall I ſay ? What 
mall I think? That filthy and unworthy I ſhould 
ew my face in ſo glorious an aſſembly. What is here 
but vanity and grief of heart? O! do not you long 
to be gone, to be in that ſweet, that inconceivable 
paradiſe ? Cult your anchor within the veil, and then 
you need not fear death, come when it will. But O! 
ong lite, or death rather! For the ſooner at our 


logged with ſin and miſery the worſe; but the more 
e will love to linger in this ſodom. It's hard to get 
pur hearts quite drawn off time: we look kindly to 
the baſtards inheritance, And therefore we abhor death, 


nd can truſt heaven longer than any thing elſe : but 


f we could get alight of the king, in his beauty, and 
of the land that is afar of, then, O! to be gone! O! 
to be up above theſe viſible heavens ! and among thoſe - 
glittering companies who enjoy them to the full O. 

t man knew how vain a world this is, O ! but they 


re happy, and inconceivably happy, who fairly eſcape, 


he temptations, ſnares and difficulties that are in this 
alley of tears, and who are fairly landed on that 
odoriferous, flowery land, on that raviſhing land, 
vhich infinite and eternal love did contrive to be the 
oyal theatre, whereon ſhould be ſhown to men and 
angels, the height, and "breadth, and length and 
depth of that love which pafſeth underſtanding. If 


ou run faſt, you cannat be long behind me; and 


+ Hebrews xii. 23. 24. 
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wre ſhall ſee one another immediately : death is no 
ſeparation to the ſaints; for time is nothing: for what 
is it to be ſeparated for a few hours, to them that are 


eto dwell eternally together? What is tranſient time toi 


a neverending eternity of joys ? Death is far miſtaken} 
by the moſt part of the ſaints, they have a wrong con- 
ception of it: it is a ſweet repoſe to a weary foul, and 
looſeth it from the bands of mortality, letting it out} 
from a filthy ſtinking priſon, unto the ſweet and$ 
fragrant air of glory; it ends all ſorrows and ſighingsfl 
and begins unſpeakable joys; it is but a dark cloud 
uſhering in the bright dawning of eternal glory. O 
but my Lord hath excellently circumſtantiated my 
death! O! I admire his love! I could tell many 
ſweet paſſages of providence, he hath caft in my way 
but I delay it, until I be ſitting upon the brink of tha 
river of life; and then I ſhall number them: I can4 
not now praiſe him, alas! that I am ſo ſtupid ang 
dull; but I ſhall praiſe him anon, I ſhall eternallyj 
Praiſe him! O be glad, and rejoice in our God! Qf 
ſweet! that poor, dying, miſerable I, was not left te 
uncertainties, not to know what to do; but to have 
ſuch a ſweet and kind Lord to repoſe on. Had | 
{ſtayed longer in this wretched life, I was reſolved tc 
ſhow myſelf as faithful to you, as I could: but I com. 
mit you unto his grace, who hath cared for me even 
unto death : commit yourſelf unto him, he will brin 
all to a good iffue that is truſted to him. We are no 
our own ; therefore we are not to diſpoſe of ourſelves 
Chriſt is a good tutor and governor, and carries all thek 
well thro', that commit themſelves to him. See tha 
Mary neglect not'ſeeking God, praying, reading @ 
the ſcriptures; let her not frequent ill company 
O! the worth of a foul! and the reward of tho 
who are inſtrumental. in gaining one! Our bodies mu 
go to the duſt ; but our fouls are of more worth tha 
ten thouſand worlds. I am not able to ſay more, 
ain io weak. O! run faſt, death is at the door 


| ( xxv ) | | 5 


e are all ſtepping into eternity; what is time; but 
What preparation for it? Overlook time, and lwe, as 
Waily dying, as one that muſt pals away imme diately, 
Ind never be here any more. They build caſtles in 
he air, who imagine any reſt here: let worldings 
ream of reſt here; ours is above; our hearts are 
one, and we are dead to the world. Farewell for a 
 outcw days. Theſe are the words of, 3 


je Your dying Son, | 
eiodid | A. | Melroood. 

| my e : 

many | 4 1 

ay AxxETTER ro HIS BROTHER, | 

f the Dear Brother, 

can } _ _ 

d _ 1 hope the laſt words of your 
82 rother, who is now ſtepping into eternity, will havẽ 


ome weight with you and this -confideration will 


eft t nake you not to negle& them. Know you why you 

 haveſMWame into the world ? I am ſure, and you are not to 

lad Wat and dfink, and paſs away your time in earthly, 

* 8 duſineſs; but get the work” of your ſalvation well 
0 


rought and finiſhed, before death affault you: it is 
moſt uncertain as to the time, and ſteals upon men as 
} thief in the night, when they are ſecure, never 
lreaming of ſuch a great change: tho' truly my gra- 
ious Lord lets me fee death {till approaching nearer 
and nearer ; that I may ever draw nearer to him, who 
s life, O! it concerns you to try, whether you 'ſhall 


even 
brin 
e no 
ſelves 
] thelt 
e thal 


ng e a baſe miſcreant, crawling in the bottomleſs pit 
1 ith unſpeakable torments in the midſt of wicked 
' tNoO 


nen and devils, blaſpheming Jehovah and the Lamb 
o eternity ; or a glorious faint, conformed unto the 
mage of the Son of the eternal God, loving, praiſing, 
Woring him, that ſitteth 5 the throne, and the Lamb 
| — WM | 
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for ever and ever. Conſider what I ſay, the buſinefs : © h — 


(1 is ſo weighty, ſo exceeding weighty, that time with i 
. all its well and woe, is to be overlooked in compariſonnk /} 
'F of this-abſolutely and only neceſſary thing: I tell you, | ; 
0 there is an abſolute neceſſity, that you be holy (let not _ if 
i | the poor name affright you; for holineſs is the ſweeteſt 4 
I and moſt eaſy thing in the world, to them that are holy). F 
. 1 and ſalvation mult be nearer your heart, by many de- N 
iT grees, than all other concernments, tho' they were 1 
9 ten thouſand worlds. You muſt know the bargain of 4 
# the new covenant, and cloſe heartily with it, in all its | 
: tulneſs, without the leaſt refervation : upon it I re- — 1 
þ commend you to Guthrie's trial of a ſaving intereſt in ; 
5 Chriſt, and defire you to read it, till you become ſuch. -- 

4 an one as he deſcribes. Believe it, * tho' it may ſeem 5 
1 troubleſome in the beginning, and tho! Chriſt's ſweet | 
1 8 


and eaſy yoke may ſeem an hard wreath ; yet believe 
me, there is nothing in the world, but it, which ean 
give reſt and full ſatisfaction to the ſoul : all things 
here, are unfatisfying, tho' you had all, that you can 1 
deſire of them. O this is a vain world! theſe who are 
near eternity will ſay ſo. O the vaſt difference be- 
twixt time and eternity! I aſſure you, that if you had # 
all your heart could wiſh, or deſire of the p, trea- Y - 
fures and pleaſures of time, you would find no conterit- 
ment in them: and when you ſhall be in ſuch a con- 
dition as I am in, when pale death ſhall be ſtaring 
you. in the face; then all the. glory of time will be 
in your eyes, nothing but a withered flower. But 
alas! we are drunk with this world; and we never 
know well what we are doing, till death makes us 
ſober. I muſt ſay again and again, O the difference } 
betwixt time and cternity ! They that get heaven can j 
get no more; for what are all the additions of time? 5 
What is a few days cating, drinking and trifling ? yea | 
- What are all the maſſy exerciſes of time, compared -4 
with thoſe of glory? We place too much of dur 


4 Hebrews xii. 14. 1 Timothy iv. & 
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happineſs in this ſide of time; and therefore death is 
a great diſappointer ; but we ſhould be indifferent to 
all things of time, and have our eyes ever fixed upon 
eternity: then it is not at all to be regarded, in what 
time of a man's life he die, if he die in the Lord: 
yea tis an invaluable bleſſing for the priſoner, or weary 
pilgrim to have all his toilings by his hand, and to win 
his native ſoil. Vou may think I put a hard taſk upon 
you; becauſe our nature is all polluted, and we are 
accuſtomed to do evil: But the ways of holin2ſs are 
ſweet, and all its paths are peace: if you were once 
acquainted with the. ways of it, you would: ſay, that 
fin is the moſt baſe, and vile thing in all the waild'; 


and holineſs is the moſt noble ornament. Ant con- 


ſider this, the more you ſet your mind on holineſ:, the 
more {weet and eaſy will you find it. As for tem- 
porary things, take no care for them ; they are but 
additions to the Son's inheritance; - I may ſay by ex- 
perience, he hath made good his word to me in all theſe 
things of time, he hath made it good unto: the end of 
my race, in a moſt ſtrange and wonderful Way: ſo, 


that I have taſted more of the Lord's goodneſs, aud 


wonderful providence, in this laſt halt year of my life, 
than in many years before: I think it a mereiful diſ- 
penſation, that he hath weaned my heart from the 
world, more in this half years ſickneſs, than in many 


years health: this whole half year of my life hat- 


been a continual, winter, for bearing down my corrup- 
tion, both original and actual: and now: the world 
hath no reliſh to me. Farewell, vain world; L heartily 
ſubmit unto death, if it were for no more, but be- 
cauſe it is the good pleaſure of my Lord, who moſt 


mercifully takes me away, from the bondage of my 


corruption; and from the dreadful, evils to come. 
Meditate ſeriouſly on death: It is a buſineſs moſt 


weighty, a buſineſs upon which: your eternal well or 


woe depends: the end crowns. the work; die well, 
+06 bc bus ail Wien var? 
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and you are well, even well for evermore. And O! 
is not EVERMORE a maſſy word? You ſhall find 
death eaſy, if you be a diligent ſeeker of God, in 
your life-time : if otRerwiſe you ſhall find it the ſoreſt 
battle, that ever you fought ; and you ſhall quake, 
when you ſhall hear an avenging God ſpeaking audibly 
in your conſcience. ©* He is not mine, take his evil 
, ſoul, devils pull him to pieces, and haul him away 
to utter darkneſs :** the poor ſoul wreſtles in vain, but 
an avenging God leaves it for a prey to devils. Look 
not on death, as afar off : little will be'the difference 
betwixt my death and yours. This generation will 
quickly be gone: time is a glittering ſtar, appearing 
ſomething before hand, but indeed it is a tranſient 
nothing. And one that dies at ſixty years of age, and 
another that dies at twenty years, think both alike, their 


-paſt by time is a dream, Short or long time is not to 


be regarded, but in preparation for eternity: and he 


that is prepared, hath lived long enough. I could 


give you many inſtructions, were I not very weak: 
beware of ill company, never think to ſee God, if 
you walk with ill company : companions in time, 
will be companions in eternity. Lay ſome vows upon 
yourſelf :' but remember this, that you vow to db 
nothing in your own ſtrength; for you ſhall. find, that 
when. you are weakeſt in your own eyes, then you are 
ſtrongeſt: 1 ſay lay ſome vows upon yourſelf, as to 
pray thrice a day ſeriouſly and conſcientiouſly; to 

2ad/ſo much ſcripture ;/ and to meditate. Not that 
men are tied to particular times, but it is moſt pro- 
Rtable to lay hands upon our looſe corruptions, which 
clfe will plead for too much liberty. Imagine not 
your thoughts to be free; vain thoughts are the ſource 
of vain words, and unprofitable actions; but the 
mind is the ſoutce of all. Beware of the fins of the 
time, as you would ſhun the terrible judgments, that 
threaten an apoſtate generation; the paſtors are be- 


come brutiſh, they are ſons of Belial, and know not. 
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the Lord; therefore they, who hear them, are par- 
takers of their abominations, I need ſay no more. 
You never have rightly ſought God, until it is your 
chief delight to ſeek him; therefore never reſt till you 
can ſay, I will go to God my chieteſt joy. Ol then 
you are as happy as God can make you, (to ſpeak ſo 
with reverence to that High and Lofty One who in- 
| habiteth eternity) and can you be more happy? I take 
to witneſs againſt you, your own conſcience, and the 
great judge of the quick and the dead, that if you | 
continue in any vain imagination, living without Goc 
in the world, neglecting ſo great a falyation, you are 
a trampler. under foot of the blood of the covenant, 
and a deſpiſer of all admonitions: but all this will do 
little, until he, who made heaven and earth, regene- 
irate you. It may be he will hedge up your way on 
every fide by affliction, that you may be conſtrained 
to flee unto him, who is a preſent help in time of 
trouble. This if you follow it, is the beſt legacy 1 
eould have left you; for if you knew the danger of 
{the pelf of this world, little of it would ſuffice. I 
would not for a world, I had been born to be rich; 
the lighter. burthen'd with thick clay, the better; its 
hard to get up the mount, tho' you had but à very 
\ſmall weight upon your back: for our corruptions 
are weighty enough, without any additions. It you 
neglect that, which not I, but Chriſt commands you, 
farewel for ever. If you obey, farewel for a few days, 
and then you and I ſhall meet, in the only paradiſe, 
the flower of the whole cfeation : we ſhall fit down 
upon the flowery banks of the river of life, and ra- 
viſh ourſelves for ever and ever, with everlaſting and 


6 


unſpeakable joys, This is from, 


- Your dying brother, 


„ 


3 


e 
A LETTER: TO HIS sIs r (i. 
Dear Sifter, 


TER am ſorry I did not write ſooner 
| before my ſtrength and fpeech did fail ; but I would 
mW | be glad to ſpend my laſt breath upon you, if 1 could 
WW | do you any good. I cannot forget you, even when LI 
[| have forgotten che vanities of the world; you are pre- 
'} | ©cious unto me, ſince I knew you in ſome meaſure a, 
ſeeker of God. O what advantages there are in ſeek- 
ing of him! I defy. men and angels to number and 
comprehend them: endleſs eternity ſhall be ſhort. 
enough to lay open the inconceivable gains of god- 
lineſs, If you ſeek him diligently, ſincerely and 
conſtantly, you ſhall have all things: and O! is nat 
that a vaſt word ALL THINGS! * all ſhall be yours, 
even the great ALL, and whatſoever is his. O but 
the ſaints u a long, large and full charter! If you 
had a charter for many lands it were but a narrow 
thing: but now every place where you tread on is yours, 
and what can you Ges more? Behold: the heavens, 
and conſider the heaven of heavens ; for theſe are 
yours: is it poſſible that a ſaint the heir of. all things, 
and joint heir with the Son of the Eternal; is it poſſi- 
ble, that he can want any thing? Nay, th Steg 
Eternal, the maker of all things, he is yours; and 
what can you deſire more? Is it poſſible, that a ſaint 
can want any thing whether pany} or temporal? I 
mean any thing that is good for him: and He alone 
knows what is beſt for us. When. I look thro” the 
paſſages of my life, I ſee my Lord, and Guide hath 
ed me the beſt way ; and theſe have been the ſweeteſt 
diſpenſations, which croſſed moſt my natural difpo- 
fition ; and which ſeemed moſt zudgment-like to carnal 
eyes. We are like ignorant children, that have no 
judgment to make choice of things; but would ſwal- 


* x Corin. ili. 22. 
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low down ſweet poiſon ; and give away 2 rich inheri- 

tance for painted trifles. No wonder then, the world 
are fools and madmen in their choice. My life hath 
been but a courſe of afflictions, and I would not for 
a thoufand worlds it had been otherwiſe ; tho' my old 
man {till defired to be ſwimming in the eaſe and vanities 
of the world: yet I fee my Lord hath been kindeſt, 
. when ] eſteemed him moſt cruel. The laſt part of 
my life might ſeem. judgment-like : but O! you 
would wonder, if you knew what I know, and what 
my Lord hath done for me, in this laſt-year of my life, 
both as to things temporal and ſpiritual : I cannot un- 
derſtand them now, but I ſhall very ſhortly, and they 


ſhall be to me matter of eternal praiſe. Tho' I had E 


abqunded with all the eaſe, delights, pomp, glory and 
riches of time; yet would I be glad to die, and leave 
this puddle of ſwiniſſ pleaſures, and drink of the pure 
river of everlaſting joys, that floweth from beneath the 
throne of God. This world quite miſtakes death, 
O ! who would not willingly leave ſuch a vain and 
periſhing world ? wherein we are ſtill diſhonouring 
our God ; a world wherein the ſaints get bad enter- 
tainment; a world wherein the Lord of Life and, 
glory was, and is daily crucified: what is here? All 
the glory and excellency of the creation is up above: 
a few imperfect ſaints are only here. But it is above, 
1 ſhall-fee and embrace all theſe worthies, the courtiers 
of the King of Glory. You need not be fad for my 
death; and will not if you poſt hard after me; and 
follow on to know the Lord; for time is juſt nothing. 
We ſhall be glad and rejoice with joy unſpeakable and 
full of glory, throughout all eternity, in that land of 
glory and inconceivable joys. O if you knew but 
a little of the excellency of that land of bleſſedneſs, 
you would in a manner envy, thofe who go before you, 
tho' you ſhould paſs ever ſo many fweet days, ere you 
can get thither, you would . weary : for yourſelf, you 
are yet in an hell of ſorrow and fin, while out of 
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heaven, and while they are in a heaven of joy and 
pleaſure. Ol beware of worldly-mindedneſs, and 
anxious cares: commit all to your Father: & and he 
that gives heaven, will give as much earth as will 
ſuffice you; and more than is ſufficient is a heavy 
weight, that will pull you down the mount. O mark 
this! He that gave his only begotten Son out of his 
boſom, to be tormented unto death for you; will he 
not alſo with him freely give you all things? even 
every thing that pertains to life and godlineſs. As for 
things temporal, the leſs of the world, the better: 
all the ſaints will teſtify it, at leaſt bak they are leav- 
ing it: I can put my ſeal to it now when I am enter- 
ing into eternity; that it is moſt dangerous to be en- 
tangled with riches, honours or pleaſures: and that it 
is the ſweeteſt diſpenſation to be afflited, and cut 
ſhort of them; for proſperity is the hindrance of the 


life of godlineſs, as the experience of many a deceived. 


profeſſor may tettify ;- who ſeemed ſomething when. 

afflicted, but when once they got the bag, betrayed _ 
Chriſt. It's hard for a camel to go thro' a needles 

eye: the more we are inveigled with this deceitful - 
world, the leſs do we value heaven: nothing more 
glues a man's heart to the earth than riches, which 
have weighed many a man down to the. pit, where he 
is weeping and gnaſh ing his teeth, curſing riches, and 
tormenting himſelf, that ever he deſired them: whereas 
if he had been poor, he might have been now, (as men 


may conjecture) rejoicing amongſt thoſe glorified ones. 


emember, it is utterly impoſlible to ſerve God and 


mammon: and if your. treaſure be not in heaven, 


neither will your heart be there. I bleſs my Lord for 
my afflictions (which have been ſtill greater and greater, 
till now I'm leaving them all) as much as for any 
mercy I ever received: for now I reap. the peaceable 
fruits of righteoulneſs. And tho' now I be weeping, 
while I ſow ; yet ſhortly ſhall I have as much as 1 
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can bear of the maſſy ſheaves of inconceivable glory. 
+ For the ſaints weep, while the world rejoiceth, but 
our ſorrow ſhall be turned into joy, and their mad 
mirth into unſpeakable and eternal horror. O! if men 
did conſider this, they would not toil for their eaſe and 

leaſure of fin, which are but for a moment, nor 
would they envy the rich gluttons, but rather the poor 
Lazarus, who is deſpicable 'in the eys of them all. 
Fret not when you ſee the wicked proſper, nor value 
poverty ſhame and contempt : * the honourable apoſtles 
and followers of the Lamb, were accounted the off- 
ſcouring of all things. O! if the ſaints would take 
time, fit down and conſider theſe things! they would 
find it ſweet, to be conformed in ſufferings to their 
Lord, who was a man of ſorrows and acquainted with 
grief, that they might alſo be conformed to him in 
glory. I fear carthly-mindedneſs may be your pre- 
dominant, therefore ſtrive moſt againſt it: for how 


can you ſet your heart upon trath and earneſtly deſire 


it, and heaven alſo? I perſuade you, the only way to 
have as much of the world as is neceſſary, and good for 
you, is to commit your temporal lot wholly to Chriſt, 
- without the leaſt reſervation : this is beſt ; for nothin 
can be committed to him and go wrong: try him, 
and if you do not find, that he will carry you- bravely 
thro', fo that you ſhall lack nothing, that is good for 
you, then call him a har: never any of his ſaints 
could yet fay, he failed in a jot of what he promiſed 
them. And how great are his promiſes ?* as you will 
find in ſcripture”: 4 truſt all to him: for whether ſhould 
you tutor yourſelt or he? Which of you is wiſeſt? 
Caſt all upon him, to the laſt bit of bread, and ye ſhall 
find a great eaſe. They are miſerable who muſt care 


for themſelves, and what concerns them, and have 


not got a God to run to, on whom they may lay them- 
ſelves, and all their burdens. O! learn to truſt in God 


+ James v. 1. Luke xvi, 25. Mat. v. 4. » Hebrews xi. 37. 38. 
+ Plalm Ixxxiv. 11. 1 N „ 
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for all things, temporal and eternal: it is an bid 


myſtery to- many ſaints in many things; eſpecially to 
truſt againſt ſenſe, to hope againſt hope; when there 
is no human probability: then to rely upon the bare 
word of him who 1s true, is a difficulty; where his 
providence ſeems to contradi& his promiſes, or to 


make his promiſe a liar : but will you truſt him for 
Heaven, and not for a moment of time ; think you he 


will with hold journey-bread, if you are a traveller to 


the higher canaan? It were a great abſurdity to com- 


mand any to go a journey, and not to give what'is ne- 


_ ceflary for it Go on to heaven, hold your face ſtill 


thitherward, and Chriſt will {till be ſupplying all your 


wants: indeed he will not ſatisfy your carnal] diſpoſi- 


tions, nor give you more than a pilgrim needs, ſo that 
you ſhould forget the race ſet before you, by being 


entangled with a number of ſuperfluities. I would 


fay more if breath and ſtrength would permit : you 
know not what a world you are in ; itis full of ſnares 


and difficulties. You will find it hard to keep clean 


garments, unleſs you commit yourſelf to him, who 
can Carry you as with eagle wings, and ſtrengthen and: 


ſupport you when you are ready to fall. 'Tho' you ſhould 
| be the preciſeſt of all round about you; you will find 


all little enough, when you come to death: O! death 
is a weighty bulineſs : you haveſcarce time to prepare 


for it: all our time is little enough for preparation, 


tho' we ſhould cut ourſelves ſhort of our indifferent 
earthly exerciſes: what need had we then, to beware to 
paſs our time vainly: fits precious, overy moment of it 
having a relation to eternity. O eternity! get ſome ſight 
of it and your thoughts ſhall be wonderfully changed; 

for, I tell you, could you get a glimpſe of that maſly | 
thing called eternity, all the things in time ſhould be 
no more in your eyes, than a childith toy in the eyes 
of a man. Even the world decked in its beſt robes, 


ſeems ſuch a poor thing to me, that I would not be at 


the pains, to ſtretch out my hand, if I had it for the 


( 1 ) 


taking up; and ſuch will it ſeem ere long to many. 
Worldlings are but beaſts ; and the richeſt and molt 
flouriſhing of them, could you ſee them with my eyes, 
are but mean dunghill worms, their meditations, can- 
not flee over time. : 
Then look on the world as mad, they know not what 
they are doing ; they value only time, and yet they know 
not how to get it paſtaway. Be a great reader of the _ 
ſcriptures, tor there ſhall you find inſtruction, to make 
you wile to eternal ſalvation, and thereby you may 
guide your ſteps warily, in an evil time; there ſhall - 
you find threat'nings to rouſe you up, and promiſes tay 
comfort and ſuſtain you in the ſaddeſt of conditions. 
Reverence the ordinances adminſtered by faithful paſ-- 
tors; ſor they are the ambaſſadors of the Lord our 
King ; but abhor falſe prophets which lead men to 
deſtruction. Alas! that there ſhould be any of Chrift's 
ſervants who give an ill example to theſe that are 
ſimple, counſelling them by their practice to follow 
theives and robbers, whoſe voice Chriſt's ſheep will not 
hear. Set at leaſt three times a day apart for prayer; 
for when we neglect that, our hearts are cold all the 
day long; and then we are eaſily ſnared with any 
temptation we meet with. Sometimes meditate, and 
conſider yourſelf and others; that ſo you may not go 
on in your journey like the world who never ponder 
their way, and are led to deſtruction by their earthly 
deſires, ruſhing into it, as horſes to the battle. What 
have you to do here, but to mind ſalvation? Conſider 
this, for death will ſtrip you naked of all things here; 
but chooſe the one thing needful, that ſhall never be 
taken away. Remember then, that all things here are 
ſubordinate to ſalvation: our time is ſhort and uncer- 
fain, we flee away. Death will be upon you ere you 
are. aware, it ſurpriſeth alike all ſorts of ages, young 
and old: chooſe you, whether you will have death 
ſweet or bitter. For my part, I fear not death; my 
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( xxxvi } 


Lord hath faid to-me, Son, be of good cheer, thy ſins 
are forgiven thee. O! who would not go hence? If 
it were but to ſtand at one of the gates of the golden 
city, and ſee the Lord with all the ranſomed ones, the 


noble r of prieſts and kings, ſtanding round 


about the Lamb, crowned with honor and glory! One 
hour of heaven, yea one ſight of the Ancient of Days, 
would do more, than make up all the bitter afflictions, 
1 have gone thro' in time: nay, I think the very fore- 
thoughts of glory, do already ſwallow up all the im- 
reſſions of the tribulations of time, that have ſeized 
on me; they are nothing now, they are gone, and 
ſhall never return again ; yea they are as if they had 
not been. This ſhall be matter of high praiſes thro' 
endleſs eternity. O vaſt eternity! But O filly time! 
t The things that are ſeen were not from eternity ; 
neither ſhall they be to eternity. O then ! overlook 
them: cloſe your eyes, as it were upon them, and you 
ſhall ſee ſtrange fights, which ſhall make your courſe 
to glory ſwift and chearful. O! what think you of 
Chriſt ? Is there any like him? Is there any but he? 
If you have him you have all things: his worth can- 
not be told. What think you of it, to be ſaved from 
everlaſting burnings, what think you of it, that fin- 
ful wretched we, ſhould be as happy as can be? even 


eternally and unconceivably happy ; and all this pur- 


chaſed by the death and blood of our kindeft Lord Jeſus ; 
O! who would not love ſucb an one? Surely, it is 
impoſſible to know him any way aright and not love 
hum : he is the raviſhment of men and angels. Un- 
created glory ſhines thro' the veil of his human nature: 
we cannot enjoy God more ſweetly, familiarly, and 
fully, than thro' him: he is the bleſled Day's-man be- 
twixt God and man, the man Chriſt Jeſus: him 1 
Wiſh, I could declare evermore : but my laſt words 
tho' they were fewer, may have a ſtrong impreſſion 
upon you: run faſt, loſe not the crown, heaven is well 
worth an inch of times running. Croſs corrupt na- 
. 2 Corin. iv. 18. 5 
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tures diſpoſitions; as you ſow, ſo ſhall you reap : and 
conſider, that death will teach you, that all you do is 
truitleſs, which tends not to the great ſalvation ; all 
other mercies are not worth in compariſon of this great 
ſalvation ; and a ſhort time will ſpend them all : but it 
ſhall endure for evermore. O but the news of heaven! 
ſuch a,ſweet heaven to weary pilgrims, fuch a raviſh- 
ing paradiſe, to thoſe that are in this ſmoky dung-hill : 
I fay, it is the greateſt news that can be! and this 
whiſpered in your ears, run for you ſhall have the 
crown, is another kind of news than run and you ſhall 
have riches, honours and pleaſures. Bleſs him at al 
times, who hath diſpoſed your lot fo, as theſe only 
great things have taken you by the heart. Be not 
_ weary in well doing; for in due time yon ſhall reap 
if you faint not: and we {hall ſes one another ſhortly, 
in the midſt of ſuch joys, as the tongues of men and 
angels cannot in the leaſt expreſs : therefore, you have 
no cauſe of ſadneſs, but of rejoicing, that you have 
another friend gone before you, who will welcome you 
ſhortly into your Lord's joy. Grace be with you. 
Account it all one as if I had ſpoken all this to you 
face to face, Theſe are the words of, 


Your dying brother, 
A. Meluood. 
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| A LETTER TO HIS COUSIN. 
My Dear Couſin, 


| Tonen I be almoſt amidſt 
death's pangs, I cannot forget you ; becauſe of the 
ſweet friendſhip we have had together; and becauſe 
you are (I'm perſuaded) one of the heirs of glory, and 
among thoſe who wreſtle thro' mainifold temptations, 
unta the land of eternal conſolations. O! if I could ® 
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tell you what my Lord hath done for me unto this very 
hour; and much more ſince I came hither, than in 
many foregoing years. I think, if I had time I could 
fill a whole volume with wonderful experiences of his 
loving kindneſs, ſtrange providences and ſweet chaſtiſe- 
ments : ſo that an half year may be better than an 
hundred. It's not the length of time we are to look 
to: we have a race to run to heaven, and when we 
11 have finiſhed it we have done. Oh! couſin, even a 
AIP ſaint may live long, and make very ſmall progreſs to 
i glory : yes many go backward, and it were better 
it for them, they had died ere that be; before they diſ- 
44 honoured God, by their backſliding carriages: there- 
. fore run faſt, eye the joy that is ſet before you, and 
14 patiently endure all the troubles and temptations in 
time for your Lord hath promiſed, that he will never 
leave you, nor forſake you: and none ſhall be able to 5 
pluck you out of his hand. Indeed you may have 
ſore trials, both outward and inward, but be of good 
courage, and he ſhall ſtrengthen your heart: for 
you are not to bear your own burden, but caſt it fully 
upon him. And I promiſe you in my Lord's name 
you ſhall be ſuſtained : he is our ſtrength, wiſdom, 
righteouſneſs, and our all: even all that we want, all 
that we can deſire. Never notice long or ſhort life, 
but live to die, and then you die to live eternally : O! 
think much upon eternity, and you ſhall think nothin 
| of time. Alas! alas, the things of time fill our eyes 
| fo, that we never regard eternity: yet, time will be 
gat a cloſe ere we are aware. I have ſomewhat the ad- 
+. 1 vantage of you in getting the foreſtart: but we ſhall be 
. 
| 


together perpetually, even immediately, and ſhall have 
another manner of converſe, then poſſibly we could 
have had on earth. In heaven they are not confined 
to moments, days and years, we ſhall have eternity to 
rejoice and be glad in; O! what a life ſhall we have, 
when you and I ſhall follow the Lamb witherfoever he 
goes! When we ſhall have ſin, temptations and miſeries 
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done away! We know not the excellency of our in- 
valuable inheritance ; and therefore are we ſo taken 
up with earthly trifles, and ſhadows that are nothing, 
which bewitch all the worldlings out of their wits, 
and the ſaints too, in a great meaſure : it were more. 
wiſdom in us, to uſe this world as not abuſing it, as 
not ſetting our hearts upon it. Beware of the cares 
of the world, and the deceitfulneſs of riches, where- 
with you may be entangled, in the condition you are 
in; if you take not heed, your courſe to glory will be 
the more flow, and you will drive your chariot wheels 
heavily up to the higher city ; yea the thick clay will 
make them come bark upon you. O!] conſider how 
great a buſineſs ſalvation is: we can never conſider it 
enough. You will think ſo, when you come to death, 
which you ought to look upon, as at the door. 

1 ſpeak not theſe things as if you knew them not 
already ; but I put you in remembrance, defiring to 
communicate a little of my mind to you, now, when 
I am at the brink of time; becanſe providence hath fo 
ordered that we cannot ſpeak face to face theſe things, 
which are the true and genuine thoughts of my heart. 
Beware of the pollutions of the times: it is comfart- 
able to me, that I had little or nothing io do, as to 
outward things, with this horrid, curſed defeCtion. 
Hate the garments ſpotted with the fleſh : clean gar= 
ments are of great worth ; and theſe few in this woful 
time, that Faye kept their garments clean, ſhall walk 
with our lord in white; for they are worthy. To keep 
clean garments that is to be pious alone; pious in your 
family, in your worſhip, pious in your worldly em- 
ployments, full of charity, deſpiſing the world, walk- 
ing wiſely toward thoſe without and Within. And as to 
the times, let your zeal be wiſe, and your wiſdom 
zealous. You may believe a dying man, I am fully 
perſua led that this przlacy is abo ninable antichri tia- 
niſm ; and that the a and curates ale " OE" mi- 
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niſters not of Chriſt, but of antichriſt and Satan, and 
that it is utterly unlawful to hear them, or do any thing 


That may ſhew you eſteem them' as miniſters, or any 


way ſtrengthen their hands. O the dreadful wrath, 
that is hanging over theſe lands like a cloud, which 


will fall down in a deluge of divine vengeance : God 


will make this land to ſwim in blood, even the blood 


of all ſorts, great and ſmall, rich and poor, old and 
| young ſhall be poured out: he ſhall be a ſtrange man 


that happily eſcapes ſuch a conſumption. I will not 
ſpeak much of the matter, but I ſee fearful things 
coming. But O!] the glorious days ſucceeding theſe ! 
i cannot comprehend the glory that ſhall. ſhine in 
Britain, which ſhall lighten the ends of the earth. I 
fear not death; it is ſin only we ought to fear; the 


King of death is fin ; that being taken away it is moft 
Harmleſs ; it is ſweet to die in Chriſt. O what an ex- 
change do I make! I ſhall fee him and that glorious 
company of ſaints and angels, following, him whither- 


ſoever he goes: the firſt hour of glory ſhall in a man- 
ner make me forget, that ever I was upon earth. My 


afflictions liave been greater than the ſpectators could 
imagine; and ſtill greater and greater, until I arrive 


at the haven of eternal reſt. O it's ſweet! aſter a great 


toil and labour. My Lord is taking me in the fitteſt 


time ; for both body and ſoul are very weary and ſore 


toſſed: but this body ſhall get a ſound fleep, and a 


raviſhing wakening. O! the great difference betwixt 
what it is now, and what it ſhall be ſhortly ! Who can 


conceive what Chriſt has done for the ſaints? O! 


the depth of free love and grace! It ſhall take wp | 


eternity to cry up the inconceivable love of Jehova 


ind the Lamb! O ! to think that bits of ſinful clay, 


like you and me, ſhould be conformed into the image of 


cur only Lord Jeſus! That is a wonderful exhaltation ! 


wonderful in the eyes of all thoſe, that ſee their own 


emptineſs and vileneſs, O admire, praife ard adore! 
Let theſe things be ſtill imprinted in your heart; all 


/ # 


Ga) 


other things are but trifles. Look upon the world, as 
a number of mad bodies: they are beaſts, whoſe con- 
ceptions are confined within an inch of time: they 
are poor ſpirits, who gape after times riches, honour 
and pleaſures. If the world knew what they were 
doing, they would wonder at themſelves; at leaſt they 
would begin to queſtion, whether their life on earth 
was real, or only empty, and a night- dream. O ſuch 
a ſight as I have gotten of the world ! O tis but vain, 
vanity of vanities : the flower and choice of it is curſed 
and altogether vanity. O!] if I could tell you of the 
nothingneſs of the world, and of things temporal, and 
of the maſlineſs of things eternal! compare them to- 
gether, and you will wonder at the difference! The 
moſt part of proffeſſors (among whom I put myſelf} 
take an eaſy way to heaven: and O! where will you 
find a man or woman that ſtudies. a cloſe walk with 
God! Its recorded of Enoch, that he walked with 
God three hundred years: but who can ſay, he has 
walked with God one day? we loſe God in the midſt 
of our worldly employments, and cannot ſay, we have 
ſet the Lord always before us, therefore neither can 
we ſay, we ſhall not be moved. We approach #6 
him in the morning and evening, and at other times: 
as the man is, fo are his thoughts: but we neglect our 
thoughts : whereas to live full of holy divine thoughts, 
is to live a ſaint. Alas! I may ſay it, by fad expe- 
rience, unwatched thoughts have made me many times, 
not to differ much from a worldling. Keep your 
14 your 


thoughts right, and all ſhall be right. + 
thoughts be right, your prayers will be ſeaſonable, and 
alſo your words and actions; for out of theabundance 
of the heart the mouth ſpeaketh and the hand aGeth. 
Commit all your affairs temporal, ſpiritual and eternal, 
wholly to your heavenly Father, without the leaſt re- 
ſervation: * entangle not yourſelf with the world, have 
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as little to do with it, as you can: The righteous ſhall. 
ſcarcely be ſaved ; they who go moſt upright ſhall find 
hard work: we are ſo full of corruptions original and 
actual, that holineſs is quite contrary to our corrupt 
Natures: I mean not the common holineſs, which even 
thoſe that are ſtrict, are thought to have, but that 
which our Lord commands. * I had a great deſire to 
| oy Chriſt; but he will accept the will for the deed: 
£0 to better exerciſe, whereot one hour is better than 
all the preachings betwixt this, and, Chriſt's ſecond 
coming. All here are but ſhadows : all above is ſub- 
ſtance., O |! what elevated divines are above! they are 
all filled with all the fulneſs of God; and do preach 
and cry up the tranſcendant excellencies of Jehovah 
and the Lamb: there is a perpetual crying up of Chriſt. 
In Canticles he can never enough ſpeak of his ſpouſe : 
up above, his ſpouſe can never enough ſpeak of him. 
There all are raviſhed with the Ancient of Days! 
Who but the Ancient of Days! Who but Chriſt ? 
Who but the ſaints? Then never let earth and 
heaven be compared together ; for I tell you earth 
is but a tormenting hell, in compariſon of that un- 
» Tpeakably, delighttul and altogether raviſhing land, 
unto which unworthy but happy I, am going. O! 
me thinks I am touching the ſkirts. of the . fragrant 
breathings of the mountains of ſpices! and O] how 
J mwſt be raviſhed, when I ſhall draw in no other air, 
but the breathings of the higher paradiſe? I hey have 
the advantage, that get the foreſtart to heaven, and ſee- 
ing the face of Jehovah firſt ; and being more ancient 
poſſeſſors of that excellent inheritance. Why ſhould 
any be afraid to go to heaven too ſoon ? Why ſhould 
any be afraid, he be too ſoon happy? Let worldlings 
deſire to crawllong on their dunghills: but let us, ever 
be longing to be diſſolved, and be with the Lord, which 
is beſt of all. I commit you, your mother-in-law, your 
wife and children to the protection of the Almighty ; 
e $3.7 2 52: Matthew . Joy 38. 9031 
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and pray for temporal and eternal bleſſings to be poured 
out upon you, theſe are the words of, | 


Yourdying couſin, 
A. Welwoad. © 


A LETTER TO MR. DAVIDSON. 


Right Reverend, 
| Tun O' I be ſtepping into eter- 
u 


nity, and was thought to have been juſt entering it, 
about half an hour ago, I could not but remember you, 
and dictate a little of my mind unto you: not that E 
intend to write any inſtruction, but only ſhew, that 
God is good to them that ſeek him; and that in his 
providence, his promiſes are all accompliſhed, to the 
full, tome. I cannot tell what he hath done for my 
ſoul; but I think he hath brought me to the end of 
my days, to the end of my race, by ſuch a wonderful 
chain of divine providences, that I would not for ten 
thouſand worlds, he had brought me any other way: 
or that my race had been either longer or ſhorter. He 


liveth long enough, who lives, till he gets to heaven: . 


all other things are but trifles. He liveth too ſhort 
who 1s unprepared for it; of whatſoever age he be; 
therefore my death need not offend any man ; for what 
can I'get more, than the kingdom immovable, un- 
defiled and that fadeth not away? 1 deſired to live for 
no other end, but to preach my Lord: and think you 
not he will accept the will for the deed ? I dedicated 
my life to his ſervice : and I hope he will graciouſly 
take it off my hand, as if I had done him many years 
ſervice. And I muſt tell you he hath many wonderful 
ways of bringing his children unto glory : I could tell 
you it by ſweet experience, if my weakneſs and breath 
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would permit. I would not for all the- glory, riches, 
and plcalures of a vain world, my lot had been other, 
than my Lord had appointed it ; yea my laſt half years 
providence hath been a golden chain, which neither I, 
men nor angels can ſufficiently value. Would you 
know what I think now of heaven ? tho' I were out 
of this ſtate of mortality, I could never think of it 
enough. O!] the joy of being with Jehovah and the 
Lamb: O!] the excellency of the knowledge of Chriſt 
Jeſus! But to ſee him as he is, who can tell what a 
fight it is! Even thoſe who ſee him face to face ſee 
as it were but the ſkirts of his beauty and excellency : 
and let them dive ſtill deeper till eternity is at an end, 
they ſhall ſtill be but beginning; and yet never well 
begun. To ſhew my great love and reſpect, I have 
evcr had to you, both formerly and now, I write unto 
you, even when the dead-rattle is in my throat ; and 
tho” I am in great agony, I find the only way to heaven, 
that new and living way, is only by the blood of the 
Son of God : there is no other way but beleive in 
Chriit and be ſaved. It is a lively, purifying, loving 
and believing way. -I cannot ſay much, 4 am in 
death's pangs. But O Death ! where is thy ſting? 
O grave! where is thy victory? I am like to have a 
{harp combat; but I hope Chriſt will not be an in- 
different ſpectator. The end crowns the work. And 
if once I were within Emanuel's ſurpaſſing ſweet land 
of conqueſt, then ſhould I trample Death and Hell 
underfoot; and triumph over all the miſeries and af- 

 AiQtions of time, which feemed to triumph over me. 
O Death! what art thou, in mine eyes? My Lord 
hath ſwallowed thee up in victory: and can a free born 
fon, and conqueror, thro' the blood of the everlaſting 
covenant, be afraid of a conquered flave ? Rev. xiv. 
13. Hell, Sin, Devil, and Death are conquer'd ſlaves. 
J reſt, Dear ſir, 
4 yours, 


A. Wekuocds 
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THE PRELUDE. 
I. 


Rovse thee O my ſoul, from this baſe and con- 
tagious earth: why ſhould lower thoughts, and baſe 
aims poſſeſs thee thus? What haſt thou here, that 
may draw thee aſide from the centre of thy felicity, 
but for one moment? If this world in her roſy and 
youthful conſtitution, be very vanity and vexation of 
ſpirit ;. what muſt ſhe be now in her ſad and withered 
1 ? If in her ſmiles, ſhe be not worth the regarding; 
what folly is it to court a frowning nothing? 

2. Is it time, O my ſoul, to place one beam of thy 
affection upon ſuch a lilly, baſe dunghill, ſo as to give 
it an affectionate look? Trample it under thy feet: 
carry thyſelf after the manner of theſe who expect the 
kingdom. God hath formed thee of ſuch a capacious' 
conſtitution, as nothing can fatisfy thee below his in- 
finite felf ; and ſhould'it thou be confined in thy out- 
goings, within the limits of this lower, ſmoky region? 
Mount up ſwiftly, far above fun, moon, and ſtars, 
beyond the borders of this narrow vault, where thou 
mayeſt ſweetly bathe thyſelf in theſe oceans of joy and 
telicities that know neither top nor bottom :. thou art 
not to waſte away thy conceptions on things to day in 
their vigour, and to morrow are not ; ſhadows, empty 


nothings, night-dreams and vanities, inſufficient ob- 


jects for the faculties of ſuch a noble being to fix upon. 
Art thou not beginning to conſider of a more endur- 
ing fubſtance, the kingdom that cannot be ſhaken, 
Emanuel's glorious, ſtately, and ever flouriſhing land, 
the ſmiling roſy place, were his ſervants do inceſſantly 
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ſerve him, and ſee his face, without a cloud ; where 
our all-lovely, well-beloved, doth corporally dwell, 
and ſhall for ever take up his eternal abode; a fruitful 
fragrant, beautiful, delightſome ſoil, overflowing with 
the true and real neCtar and ambroſia ; a garden of 
delights, a paradiſe of pleaſures, planted at ' the be- 
ginning by the Almighty's own right hand, whereon 
he hath manifeſted, in an high and tranſcendant man- 
ner, the incomprehenſible glory of his power, love 
and goodneſs, wonderfully above what eye hath ſeen, 
ear hath heard, or the mind of man, within the tents. 
of mortality conſidered : what a wonderful frame is 
this! O the alluring objects up above! The firſt 
thought whereof ſet all in a flame: O what deſires! 
O what longings! When ſhall mortality be ſwallowed 
up of life, death of victory, time of eternity, vanities 
of bleſſedneſs, ſorrows of joys, pains of pleaſures, 
painted enjoyments, and delights of life and eternal 
{weetnels ? | 
3. All creatures are ever in action, eſpecially thoſe 
of the higheſt and moſt noble rank, which muſt neceſ- 
ſarily have ſome object or other, to fix their outgoings 
upon: the moſt excellent and moſt ſublime are then to 
1 be choſen; and what more excellent, than what will 
fill all the powers and faculties of bleſſed men and angels 
| throughout all eternity ? | . 
Wot | 4. To take a view of the higher canaan, is neither 
14 curioſity nor audacity, but a neceſſary duty, lying up- 
15 on all who are travelling thither: the advantages of 
ſuch a noble ſtudy cannot be told, nay, nor eonceived, 
but by thoſe exerciſed therein. | 
4: 5. According to the knowledge, fo are the affeQions 
both as to kind and degree: what we know not, that 
1 = | we cannot love ; and what we behold lovely, we can- 
not but love it. Seraphic ſpirits, no wonder you are 
oftimes ravith'd from yourſelves! Ah! filly world- 
lings, you cannot bfit have a drooping life of it, ſince 


you know nothing but caith : had you half a glimpſe 
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of the more enduring ſubſtance, of the ever-flouriſhing' 
never- fading glory, how ſhould you be in an unexpe- 
rienced frame of joy and admiration! How ſhould you 
diſdain all the leſſer beauties here! But ah! you never 
ſaw the enduring glory; and no wonder you are as 
you are. 1 | 5 
6. Mortality hath no greater joy, than the ſolid 
hope of glory; the ſweetneſs ariſing from this, fills 
the ſoul with wonderful raviſhments, and perfumes the 
loweſt of earthly enjoyments: ſurpaſſing joys to my 
ſoul! Theſe temporal things my Lord beſtows upon 
me, are as pledges of the fair inheritance. And are 
not all viſible things as ſo many emblems of the in- 
viſible ? Worldlings, you are fools to imagine, that 
we have a ſad and melancholy life, none live but we; 


tho' we may be ſaid to be as of this life, of all men the 


moſt miſerable, it is only as to the bulk of externals ; 


you know not our joys, nor the manner of our enjoy- 
ments ; neither can you know them. i 
7. May not the vanity and vexation of ſpirit, in tho 
purſuit of every ſublunary enjoyment, force us to the 
ſearch after another life? If we ſearch not for the glory 
to come, then let us ſearch after nothing at all. What | 
madneſs to notice this earth, unleſsin order to eternity? . 
Do you not clearly ſee all your temporary enjoyments 
die in the birth? Are not the glittering ſhews of men, 
like the appearance of zrial things in the clouds? Here 
are armies engaging one another, ſhips under fail, ' 


yonder men riding in the equipage of kings and queens, ' 


there are towns, caſtles, rivers, &c. All appear to the 


ſpeQators real, but anon all vaniſh to nothing, and 


were are they? Fools, are they conſidering that thus it 

is with all the glories of time? Verily to all eternity 

they ſhall be, as if they had not been. e een 
8. Is it not evident we have our eyes too much up- . 


on ſhadows ? And that we divide our looks betwixt 


heaven and earth; ſince our joys are not ſpiritual but * 
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<arnal, and our longings anddeſires run fo little heaven- 


ward ? Ah! our love, to the only well-beloved, is 
not unlike that which every nation carries to their God; 
elſe we ſhould often be crying out; is not my well. 
beloved gone into another country? and ſhall not my 
heart and love dwell there, and for ever only there? 


ſit I down here, when he hath removed himſelf to 


another place? Can there be any thing deſirable where 
he is not? O! all ye beauties of this lower world, 
what are you to me, if my Lord be abſent? Let me 
paſs thro' all poſlible difficulties, eyen thro' ten thou- 
ſand oceans of fire and brimſtone; providing I land 
at laſt, on that ten thouſand times happier place, where 
he for ever dwells ; that theſe arms may be bleſſed in 
embracing, theſe eyes in eternally beholding, and all 
my faculties may be filled with his raviſhing ſweetneſs. 
Oh, when ſhall I behold thy countenance ! when 
ſhall I hear thy voice! when ſhall I ſtand amongſt 
thoſe happy ones, who are in the immediate preſence 
of thy all-glorious Majeſty, and have the naked, im- 
mediate and clear viſion of thine eternally raviſhing 
Godhead! Ah how is it I think of any thing but 
heaven! Why are we not ever in an impatient longing 
to be in his everlaſting embraces ? Know, we what it 
is, to take him for our only well-beloved ? Is not every 
ſounding of his name melodious harmony in our ears. 
Doth not every reading or hearing of him affect us 
with a wonderful ſweetneſs ? Do not the thoughts of 
our being in his naked embraces ere long, fill us with 
an extaſy of joy? Are we not often challenging years, 
months and days, that they ſo leiſurely ſucceed one 
another ; and contending . with ſun, moon, and ſtars, 


that they run their courſe ſo ſlowly ; looking upon 


every hour as an age in his abſence ; and death as of a 


| ſweetand lovely countenance ; ſince it opens us. a paſ- 


ſage, to the full enjoyment of him; and the marrow 
of all creature excelleney, as a maſs of deformity, if 
it ſhould eclipſe for a moment, the ſweet enjoyment of 
his all- ſufficient ſelf. | : 


9 


(xlix) 


9. Sweet, ſweet is the way to my bleſſed home ! 
Can the way be thought tedious, that leadeth to ſuch 
boundleſs joy? O! the goodly country I beholdlying 
at the end of my race! Hell in my way ſhould be as a 

leaſant paradiſe : what, tho' ſadneſs aſſault me ? 
Veni are oceans of joys at the end of my journey; 
tho' wearineſs, yonder are green paſtures, with an 
eternal May; tho' death, yonder are floods, the rivers 
of. life, of which I ſhall drink, and drink again for 
evermore : doth poverty and contempt intervene? Lo 
the rich inheritance, the golden and pearly city, the 
ſplendid houſehold ſtuff ! O the rich inhabitants! How 
do my eyes affect my heart! O bleſſed Chriſt T have 
ſeen thee in thy beauty, and O! how is my foul in an 
uninterrupted motion, to be with thee'! The affairs of 
time move not. O what allurements ! Who can ſee 
and not run. O! thy ſweet, violent, attractive vir- 
tue! How ſtrong and quickly doſt thou draw thy mem- 
bers up to heaven after thee !' Do not I ſee thee, O 
well-beloved, ſtanding with the maſſy crown of glory 
in thy hand, crying, run and have it ; and ſhall I not 
run, even run with patience, and chearfully unto the 
death? How chearfully did my Lord goup to Jeruſalem, 
to purchaſe the crown for me! A crown to be pur- 
chaſed thro' a world of ſorrows and difficulties ! What 
am I doing? Why ſtand I thus! All is purchaſed 
already, and the word is to me enter and poſſeſs. 

10. Had we a diſcovery of the only excellent things, 
how difficult would it prove, to get our thoughts 
122 off them? Moſt lovely things, ſeen in their 
ovelineſs, captivate the affections moſt, and con- 
ſequently determine the thoughts: do we not think 
moſt upon what we love moſt? Worldlings, I appeal 
to your on conſciences, if your thoughts run not out 
moſt, upon earthly things: Why ? You know them 
only, and eſteem them moſt : but had you a view of 


the real world, the out goings of your foul would run 
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in an higher orb. Had we the impreſſions of glory on 
our ſpirits, lower objects would not eaſily draw down 
our thoughts or turn them aſide; yea, our higher 
powers would be ſo ſtrongly affected, as that the 
lower powers ſhould be regulated even in fleep ; our 
amaginations would be compoſing and dividing the 
ideas of the life to come, they received according to 
their natures, from the higher faculties. How oft 
ſhould we be in our dreams, walking up and down the 
ſtreets of the golden city, the beds of lilies and roſes, 
in the higher paradife of glory, the banks of the river 
of water of life ? Days thoughts influence night dreams, 
the diſpoſition of the fancy follows that of the mind. 
Ah! ye ſons of men, what wonder your fancy runs 
out r ſo fooliſh a manner? The ſtrength of your 
ſublime powers is waſted in dunghill concernments, your 
thoughts are full of earth, and all your lower powers 
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11. Creatures are excellent according to their know- 
ledge: let beaſts imagine that the ſenical garb of riches 
and titular honours, add any thing real to men, it 1s 
only knowledge that differenceth ; withoutit man is but 
a beaſt, and with it, in its elevated and glorious pitch, 
he is a glorified and immortal creature. , And is not 
the knowledge more noble according to the excellency 
of the objecks, they being taken up congruouſly ? O 
then ! are not they ſeraphic creatures, whoſe minds are 
ſet upon the only excellent things? Had we a ſight of 
that ſurpaſſing glory, how would our minds be won- 
derfully elevated above this baſe dunghill? How ſhould 
we look down upon the greateſt things of earth, as in- 
conſiderable wildes, far below our ſublime ſpirits? 
How ſhould we trample on crowns and ſceptres, yea 
many worlds, tho' exiſtent, when elevated on our high 
places, clothed with the ſun, and having the moon un- 
der our feet. How ſhould we laugh at filly earth- 
worms crawling over one another with great trouble 

1 + John xvii. 3. 1 
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and vexation. Ah childiſh ſpirits are you contending” 
and waſting your inch of time on trifles and ſhining 


. nothings? What is the gain when all your projects are 


accompliſhed ? Heirs of glory, no wonder you are. 
termed by truth itſelf, the excellent of the earth ; 
none of excellent and generous ſpirits but you. The 
opinions of blind worldlings concerning you, is of no. 
value ; the excellency and baſeneſs of mankind is not 
yet laid open ; mortality and its black retinue obſcure 
all; a little patience and the Almighty ſhail unmalk- 
the whole race of mankind. BREE 1 

12. The clear ſight of the great recomp2nſe of re- 
ward makes the creature cheerful in duty; am I fo 
flow in my race, and the matchleſs inherit ince at the 
ſtake ? Cries my Lord unto me, be thou faithful unto 
death, and I will give thee a crown of life? Is there 
ſuch a neceſſary connexion betwixt a momentary fight, 
and an everlaſting triumph ? O' the difproportion ! 
Who would not fight? Who would not wreſtle ! O 
let me run to the death ! 3 

13. Is not grace young glory? And the forethoughts 
of heaven, a preparation for heaven? Even as black 
nature 15 a preparation for hell, the height and perfec+ 
tion of wickedneſs: a ſuitableneſs is congruous be- 
twixt the creature and its condition. High ſpirits are 
not for baſe low things; as creeping ſpirits are not for 
high. What things in heaven can delight a carnal 
ſoul ? Earth and only earth is its known. object: give 
him earth, and he deſires no more, There is con- 
gruity, and incongruity betwixt the capacity and the 
object: beaſts have no uptaking of intellectual things; 
neither carnal men of the things of God. O ſweet! 
How do the ſaints ſmell of glory before they enter in? 
May they not ſay, whither I go I know, and the way 
I know ! Were I ignorant of the world I remove for 
ever into, could I be thus in a joyful frame? My ſoul 
is going to the place, 95 my heart is already: I 
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know in whom T have believed, and what is his re- 
ward? O! joy unſpeakable and full of glory. 

14. Serious meditating on heaven, renders us in 
a manner poſſeſſors thereof: our converſation is in hea- 
ven faith the apoſtle; and again you are come to mount 
Zion, and to the city of the living God: converſe and 
preſence are only by benefit of the mind ; were we 
dwelling in heaven by faith, we might be ſaid to be in 
heaven, before we were there ; or rather heaven would 
come down upon our ſouls; Chriſt and all his glorious 
train would be intimate with us. O! then might we 
fay, my company is ſweet, my fellowſhip is glorious ; 
he whoſe preſence enlivens, enlightens, and beautifies 
heaven, is ever preſent with me: + O paſling joys and 


ſweetneſs | the ſource of all joys and ſweetneſs doth 


poſſeſs my heart. Blinded worldlings, you ſee but 
the outward garb of ſaints; ſaw you what were within, 
you could not but admire their happineſs : the King's 
daughter is all glorious within. Saw you your own 
ſelves, in your own genuine colours, ye would run from 
yourſelves, if it were poſlible : hell lodgeth within you 
and you know it not; but anon, when the conſcience 
is awakened, ye ſhall know it, to your dreadful expe. 
rience. | | 

15. As the fields are moſt pleaſant, fertile and beau- 
tiful, which lie neareſt the perpendicular rays of the 
ſun; ſo the more nearly we approach the ſun of 
righteouſneſs, the more vigorous thall our condition 
be; how ſhall we bloom and flouriſh like a tree planted 


by the rivers of waters! O how beautiful ſhall we be- 


come, in the eyes of God, angels, and the ſaints ! 
W orldlings, you live in a cold climate; can any thing 
befal you except withering and decay ? Come hither 
this is the ſunny ſide of the world: were ye here, ye 
could not but cry out for joy. 5 | 
16. To have the mind in heaven is ſafe; to let it 
fall down to earth is moſt dangerous: moſtly from this 


+ Pſalm, xvi. 18. Sol. Song, i. 13. * Plalm, xvi. G. 
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do Satan, the world and our vile hearts get each ad- 
vantage over us: this is the place where Satan domi- 
neers, to dwell here implies a ſubmiſſion to the ſceptre 
of his government. No wonder ſo much miſchief be- 
fals earth-worms. Heaven is the ſaints proper ſoil; 
if ye be wiſe, O citizens of the new Jeruſalem, 
range not without the borders. of your kingdom, leſt 
ſome evil befal you. 1 | * 
17. Who are moſt fit for the greateſt actions and 
ſufferings for Chriſt? Who but thoſe that are moſt 
above ? If the ſtudy of human ſciences render a man, 
in ſome meaſure excellent ; what will the ſtudy of this 
hyperphyſical ſcience do? all other ſciences are ſubor- 
dinate to this; it being a practic ſcience, directi 
and illuminating our minds, in the right and ſolid up- 
taking of all things. Know much of God, and then 
you will know much of all things. 909 
18. The difference between ſaints and worldlings, 
lies much here; as the man is, fo are his thoughts. 
Do the faculties of thy ſoul run moſt out on heaven and 
glory? Doth heaven more affect thee than earth? Is 
it the ordinary frame of thy ſpirit ? O the bleſſedneſs 
of thy condition! little canſt thou conceive what thou 
art coming to. But doth thy mind run moſt upon 
earth? Is it the moſt delightful object? and is heaven 
a framed and ſtrange ſubje& to meditate upon? Is that 
the ordinary agreement of thy ſpirit? O thy dreadful 
condition! who can conceive it? But thou ſhalt know 
it ere long. 5 
And how ſweetly and cordially we are invited to 
come up from this baſe earth, and partake of the noble 
tellowihip.with the Father and the Son: the gates of 
glory are caſt wide open to all; the wells of ſalva- 
tion are not ſealed: if you be eternally thruſt out 


blame yourſelves. He complains, exhorts, arguments, 


ye will not come to me, that you may have life. Wh 
will ye die? Whoſoever will, let him take of the 


Water of life freely. Ah fools! what are you doing? 
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Doubt ye whether to come up or not? What have ye 
there but broken ciſterns? Here, O! here are the 
fountains, the rivers, the oceans of living waters. 
Beware, ſin, this becomes not your eternal complaint, 


heaven was wide open, and I would not go in; and 


now, wo, wo, wo for evermore! the gates are for 


ever {hut againſt m 


E. 


19. O heirs of this never fading glory, need we 
ſpeak of the things you have a view of far above all 
our expreſſions? See you not what is inexpreſſible? 
Are you not raviſhed with the goodneſs of your lot? 
Have you not been often upon the top of mount Piſgah, 
viewing the higher and lower world ; the vaſt difference 
between the children's inheritance, and that of the 
baſtards? Have ye not received a taſte of the delicious 
fruits that grow on the tree of life? Have ye not re- 
ceived in your ſouls, ſome ſparks of that heavenly joy 
and love? Have you not experimentally ſeen the no- 
thingneſs and vanity of all created enjoyments? How 
is it then, that ſo many of you are ſo baſe, and carnal 


in your deportment, as it is difficult to diſcern betwixt 


your walk, and that of the ſons of the earth? What 
back to the earth again, after you have received ſo high 
an elevation? You ſomewhat reſemble the fallen 
angels: (if it be that you are fallen indeed) it is an hun- 


dred to one if ever you approach ſo near heaven here: 
apoſtacy in the ſmalleſt degree is very dreadful: be it 
fo, you cannot totally and finally become earth again ; 
yet, is it not a ſad thing never to come near the firſt 


attainments? as it moſtly happens in fallen faints : 
even David's laſts ways were below his firſt. But how- 


ever can ye endure ſo to diſgrace your Lord's glory, 


before the eyes of vile worldlings, who eſteem heaven 
a well invented chimera ? Can you feed their atheiſm ? 
And dare you ſhake the faith of weak ones, and be the 
{ad occaſion of many's going back at. the birth ? Either 
walk in an Wee 

E 


all: if your conver 


manner, or profeſs no religion at 


be like that of dunghill wretches, 


(wv) 


wherein do ye glorify God more than they ? yea, you 
diſhonour him more a thouſand ſtages. Chriſtians, can 
you forget your ſweet country, in this melancholy 
wilderneſs ? Is not death at hand? Our time is ſhort, 
for preparing for eternity ; ere we get a ſight of the 
vain world, Death will aſſualt us. hat is time but 
a preparation for eternity? Were there not a con- 
nexion between them, verily time would be of no 
conſideration : have we loſt the real uſe-of our ſenſes ? 
Do not all we ſee or hear invite us to go up, and leave 
this deſpicable world ? Every earthly enjoyment hath 
vanity written upon it; every thing here hath a frown- 
ing countenance: are we not looking for a city whoſe 
builder and maker is God ? Let us be perſuaded of the 
truth of ſo great things; let us embrace the promiſes, 
and confeſs we are pilgrims and ſtrangers on earth; 
that the natives of this world may perceive, we ſeek a 
country. Cry out, adieu, you glittering i 
abſtracted from the life of all enjoyments, ah glittering 


nothings | what are you all to me? What to one who | 


hath found the enduring ſubſtance ? Welcome, a thous 
ſand times welcome, eternal joys, ſubſtantial pleaſures, 
enduring comforts ! welcome enjoyment of God in 
any meaſure, tho' thro' a glaſs. Mount up, O my 
foul, on the ſeraphic wings of heavenly meditations : 
* let not a law fight content thee, never reſt, until 
thou be over the borders of time, where thou ſhalt be 
at reſt, and free from trouble: here is nothing but 
_ vanity and vexation of ſpirit. 

20. By a ſpiritual bab o. of the ſcriptures, in their 
own genuine ſenſe, we might attain unto the ſublime 
knowledge of excellent things : they are wiſeſt, who are 
beſt learned in them: faith is an inſtrument, whereby - 
the ſoul takes up aright the things contained therein. 
And doth not every page ſwell of heaven and glory ? 
the glory of God, and intellectual creatures everlaſting 
enjoyment of him, is the ſubje@ and ſeope of all. 

Palm, Ixviii. "13, * 
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Nay the great volume of this viſible all demonſtrates 
ſomewhat inviſible, of a far higher nature. + How 
many draughts and emblems of glory may we behold in 
the glorious fabric of heaven and earth! how doth the 
ſpirit Tet before our eyes, that inconceivable , glory to 
come, in types and borrowed terms, drawn from the 
glories of this lower region ? Verily they have the ad- 
vantages of others, who have ſpirit and opportunity, 
to ſearch into the admirable works of God's creation : 
for, ſuch is the nature of things viſible, that they lead 
us to thoſe inviſible. Fn, - iy 
21. To enquire metaphyſically into the nature of 
this excellent glory, is not our intention: we deſire not 
to ſpeak other things, than what is written. Subtil 
enquiries are cold, having ſmall influence on the affec- 
tions the inflaming of which is our aim. A goſpel view 


of glory in a ſcripture diale& is our deſign. That the 


ſcripture termeth heaven a city, a bride, ſhews that all 
emblems come wonderfully ſhort, in repreſenting ſuch 
inconceivable things ; and therefore difoourſes thereof 
are not to be examined, according to vulgar rules. 
Glory may be underſtood, formally or ſubjectively : 
which is the ſupernatural elevation of the creature 
or objectively, which is the manifeſtation of God to 
the creature: the glory then to be revealed is a ſuper- 
natural perfection, and that in kindz- natural wiſdom, 
ever ſo intenſe, is not glory: the ſplendour of the ſun, 
tho' a thouſand ſtages gradually augmented above what 
it is, is ſtill but natural glory, and not a ſupernatural 
elevation. Every thing is perfect, beautiful, excellent 
or glorious in its own kind: but in heaven, all are ſu- 


pernaturally excellent ; as being elevated far above the 


the reach of their natural beings. > | 55 

22. What baſer things are duſt? And yet that's ad- 

mitted within the new Jeruſalem : yet may intellectual 

beings be ſaid (by way of eminence) to be only capable 

of glory: and then we may ſay, glory is the higheſt 
+ Pſabn, xix, 1. Romans, i. 20. 


r Rd 


GT oy ey + 


( hell ) 


N actual elevation of a creature in its being, facul- 
cc ties, virtues, operations and relations, by which it is 
« enabled to enjoy God to the full.” 
23. Grace being an endowment above the ſtrength 
of nature, what is it elſe but young glory? For the 
knowledge of the one will lead us by the hand unto 
the knowledge of the other: as glory is grace in the 
bloom and fulleſt vigor, of grace is glory in the bud 
and firſt ſpringing : the one is holineſs begun, the other 
holineſs perfected : the one is the beholding of God 
darkly, as thro' a glaſs, the other beholding him face 
to face. Chriſtians are you conſidering, that in part 
you are glorified already? tho' it be ſmall like a 
grain of muſtard feed, and obſcured by corruption and 
mortality; a little patience, and you ſhall fee it grow 
out wonderfully in all dimenſions, flouriſh, bloom and 
be fruitful, and fragrant thro' never ending ages. You. 
have taſted that the Lord is good, you {ſhall ſwim ere 
long in the ocean of goodneſs ; you have had his ami- 


able countenance lifted upon you; a little hence ſhall - 


ye for ever dwell under the noon-day rays of his raviſh- 
ing face: ſome drops of celeſtial joy have fallen into 
your hearts, unto raviſhment ; you ſhall enter into, the 

ocean itſelf ere long: you are walking with the Lamb, 
in the days of your pilgrimage ; you ſhall follow him 
anon Witherſoeyer he goes. May ye not then attain. 
to ſome conception of glory? The tree may be known 
by its ſeed ; the direct rays, by the reflex. As for 
you, worldlings, who know not what it is to have 


communion with God, the very natural conſideration. 


of ſuch a dazzling glory, may rouſe up your ſenſes, 
and cauſe you to underitand what you never before 
conſidered. - + 13771 
24. The ſaints below are oftentimes more than 
victors, they have ſights above that of faith: O ! the 
ſights, ſweetneſs and raviſhments (more like thoſe of 
overcomers, than fighters) which the ſaints experience ; 
may we not then attain to ſome apprehenſions of the 


( 1viii ) 


glory above? May not the experience of ourſelves and 
others lead us into the diſcovery of wonderful things : 
no doubt the new creation is a ſupernatural elevation, 
which we ſhall never be able to attain unto, thro' the 
ordinary and connatural influencing of the ſpirit on 
dur congenite faculties ; his marvellous light is of 
another nature, than that common light, which he com- 
municateth to every one that cometh into the world. 

Natural excellency ever ſo gradually perfected is ſtill 
natural; gradual difference changeth not the kind: 
join all common graces of reprobates together, could 
they make one ſaving or ſupernatural grace? Many 
carnals make not a heavenly, many material excellen- 
cies, make not a ſpiritual: grace is a heavenly new 
principle infuſed, not the Oy of what hath been 
already in the worldling, beware of a deceit here : the 

intenſe natural knowledge of divine myſteries, with 
the overflowings of love and joy ariſing therefrom, may 

dazzle our own eyes, and the eyes of ſpectators; look 

that you have heaven indeed within you, elſe you can- 
not enter there. O!] to be partakers of the divine na- 
ture! O for the noble mind of Chriſt! O to be tranſ- 
formed in the ſpirit of our minds! Cauſe thy wind to 
blow on our dry bones, and we: ſhall live. Be not 
beguiled ; as ye ſow, ſo ſhall ye reap : have you not 
the immortal ſeed within you ? Look ye well to it, let 
it be not choked with cares, anxieties and vanities ; 
tho' the beginning appears ſmall and inconſiderable, 
the end will be glorious and excellent; the wonders to 
be manifeſted upon thee, will be the perfection of 
what thou haſt got already.“ SITE "1-4 

25. We heartily beſeech you to ſtep up to the top of 

mount Piſgah, and take a view of our raviſhing coun-. 
try: what have you to ſay againſt this? Come and ſee, 
will anſwer all your objections : whatever you can 
ſay againſt the matter will prove it. Speak ye of me- 
lancholy ? O what ſweetnels is here ! of inability and 
l  .* Romans viii. 11. 
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dimneſs of knowledge? O the lightſomeneſs of this 
City ! all things are obſcure and ſmoky below. Speak 
we of hindrances from our neceſſary worldly affairs ? 
O ! how doth the ſight of this glory oil the wheels, 
and cheer up to every duty ? Will any term it an un- 
known ſubject? Nothing more fruitful and fuller of 
-;Z(gnanities: nothing more lightſome than glory. Art 
thou worldly minded? O then! ſtudy heaven: the ex- 
cellency of the one will cauſe the other to diſappear. 
Thinkeſt thou hell and deſtruction are more to be con- 
ſidered by thee ? Come, and thou ſhalt behold, that 
the diſcovery of glory diſcovers all things ; ſince there 
is no danger for a trembling broken hearted ſinner. 
26. Thou inexhauſtible original of all light, life and 
fulneſs, draw up our minds to thee, from this proper 
habitation of the devil and his ſlaves: and hold us ever 
with thee, leſt we fall down to this dunghill again : 
* we ſhall ſpeak of the greatneſs of thy kingdom the 
«« excellency of thy majeity, and the glory of thine in- 
5 heritance, in the ſaints of light.”* | - 


+ Hebrews xii. 18, 22, 24, f Plalm cxlix. 5, * Pſalm cv. 43. | 
Iatah lv. 12. Ifaiah xl. 31. 1 
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GLIMPSE OF GLORY; 
e ua on, „ 
A GOSPEL DISCOVERY, 
or | 


EMANUEL's LAND. 


ITS 


—— — — ⅛ : 
Þ 


I. 


Tnov glory and beauty of the higher Paradiſe, 
fulfil thy promiſe upon me, in letting me ſee thy 
beauty; and that land which is afar off: a diſcovery of 
thine excellency, a taſte of thy ſweetneſs would cauſe 
me to overlook all ſublunary things, would enable my 
lory, to proclaim thine aloud before the ſons of men, 
Fo thy ſtrength appear in weakneſs ; thou canſt per- 
fect glory and praiſe by babes and nothings ; get thy. 
ſelf glory and, I have all I can deſire. 
2. All joys! am not J exalted on the high places of 
the earth? Wonderful! what ſtrange things are theſe ? 
What hath God done? Shall I write or not? What 
avails earth's idiomy here, which falleth ſhort in the 
full expreſſion of earthly things? Shall I not debaſe 
my Lord's Glory, if 1 endeavour to repreſent it by 
the low, baſe, and childiſh expreſſions of earth's idiom? 
But fince our condeſcending Lord is pleaſed, in bor- 
rowed terms, to expreſs theſe inexpreſſible enjoyments, 
we will follow his footſteps ; being certain tho' our 
expreſſions reach not the 2 of that ocean, yet they. 
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x 
1 
14 


may ſurpaſs moſt men's eſteem of it. May we not 
then, in borrowed ſpeeches, and dark emblems deli- 
neate the glory of his kingdom, the excellency of his 
perſon, and the riches of his inheritance in the ſaints 
of light, until we come unto the tulneſs of the ſtature 
- Chriſt? When we ſhall fee and expreſs him as 
e is. 20 
3. Now my ſoul, thou art got up to the top of this 
ſublime and majeſtic mountain, overlooking the celes- 
tial canaan. Ah! my ſenſes are not celeſtial ! yet the 
things I fee and hear fill me with joy unſpeakable and 
full of glory : I cannot tell what my faculties are 
filled with. Words are narrow for ſuch high and 
wide things. But ſhould we not expreſs theſe things 
according to our mealure ? »- 
4. Lam quite amazed, confounded and raviſhed at 
once. O! eternal dwelling place of bleſſed men and 


* 


angels: and of the man infinitely more excellent than 


all F how am I affected with thy various beauty, excel- 

lent glory, and delightſome ſweetneſs! what appeareſt 
thou now, O lower world? Thou art the dunghill, this 
the palace royal: thou art the footſtool, this the throne. 

Were the curtains hetwixt the higher and lower world 

drawn aſide, all lower glories would diſappear; alliglories 
are here and only here: this is the world. Where ſhall 

we find emblems any where elſe, ſufficient to repreſent 
in the thouſand thouſandth part or property, one of the 
infinite beauties, various glories,, admirable exce llen- 

cies, tranſcendant virtues, wherewith this land is 

ſtored ? Verily it is a large land indeed, like a conflu- 

ence of an infinite number of worlds. O my Lord, thy 
report was to me, In my Father's houſe are many 
manſions: The earth is nothing to the viſible heavens, 
and the viſible to the inviſible. O vaſt land! are they 
not ſhallow fools, who boaſt themſelves of ſhovel 

fulls of earth? But worms are much taken up with 
dunghills. Nothing below this narrow vault of the 
viſible heavens can bound the outgoings of capacious 
and ſublime ſpirits. wy | 


\ 
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F. And O! the beauty and ſweetneſs, where with 
this bleſſed land is adorned ! earth in its May clothing, 
with its various beauties, appeared ſomewhat delight-: 
ful before : but all former apprehenſions are ſwallowed, 
up; all the ſenſes and faculties are loſt in the endleſs, 

maze of infinite varieties of - beauties and excellencies. 
Are not the eyes almoſt raviſhed from their proper, 


| orbs, by the ſtrong attractive virtue of raviſhing abjects?; 
Are they not dazzled and confounded ? What va- 
rieties ! what glories! what numberleſs numbers! 
Every object is enough to allure raviſhment : they can- 
1 not all be told. How are the ears charmed with an end- 
$ leſs infinite variety of melodious raptures, ſo that the 
ear become harmony itſelf: how do inceflaat gales of 

t odoriferous exhalations perfume and fill with furpaſling 

| ſweetneſs, not only the brain, but every vein; artery, 
. and ſinew: that which we enjoy ſurpaſſeth ambroſia 
- and near. The circumjacent ſpirits have ſuch: plea- 
t ſant embraces, that {till refreſh the body that cannot be 
5 weary. What ſhall I ſay? Am I not nonpluſed here } 
. Lo all beauties both material and immaterial are here } 
d all things are here in an eminent manner. O mighty 
8 God, this world is a maſter piece of thy power, wiſdom 
ll and goodneſs ; indeed did I never ſee more of thy 
it raviſhing attributes than what is imprinted / on this 
2 golden world, 1 ſhould be filled with an eternal rap- 
= ture? This is a land befitting the inhabitants, all things 
is are for ever in their May clothing, blooming and 
1 flouriſh ing with an eternal and glorions verdure, ſeem- 
y ing as it were to outvie each other, in beauty and ex- 
y cellency : what would an earthly paradiſe appear here 
13 ſhall we ſpeak of gold and gems. trampled upon by 
y beaſts? ſure the ſun, in its ſtrength would bluſh, to 
el ſhine on ſo beautiful a place, the leait ſtone here would 
th look him out of countenance-;, nothing in the lower 
he world which is not here; and nothing here, which ig 
us 


to be ſeen in the lower now: If we ſpeak any thing- 
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in earthly idiom, it muſt be perfect contradiction : all 
parts are covered with lilies and roſes, and dropping 
ſweet ſmelling myrrh ; every where the vines flouriſh, 
the mandrakes ſend forth ſweet odour, the pomegra- 
nates bud, all fruits hang in goodly order ; all is over- 
flown with milk and honey ; all is an orchard, a 
champaign field; every place is the ſunny ſide of the 
hill, and yet a pleaſant ſhade ; every place is filled 
with fragrant gales, and yet there is nothing but one 
ſweet and endleſs calm : the winds that blow here are 
like vital and animal fpirits. Are not theſe the heart 
refreſhing and ſoul rejoicing breathings of the ſpirit of 
life? Every where are trees planted, ſpecifically differ- 
ing each from the other bearing every month, hour and 
minute, ten thouſand kinds of fruit, each fruit having 
ten thouſand: qualities, each quality ten thouſand vir- 
tues, each virtue ten thouſand delights, and each de- 
light is ſufficient to confound myraids of worlds of 
men and angels. All things ſend forth melodious 
notes, ſweet perfumes," and what may charm thou- 
ſands of ſenſes differing from each other. Each thing 
here contains more excellencies than fun, moon, and 
ſtars. O all things here, how inconceivable, and be- 
ond imagination ! This world is all things, a palace, 
it is a · glorious ſtately city, decked with the glory and 
comelineſs of her builder. * Tf the foundations thereof 
be of pearl, the houſes, ſtreets and walls of gold, what 
mult the deckings of the houſes be? If the ordinary 
Muff exceeds the priceof the diamond, who can weigh 
our moſt noble jewel of the new Jeruſalem ?- ſurely all 
the excellency of this lower univerſe would be of no value 
here; yea, many worlds are not to be valued. Muſt not 
this be a glorious and delightſome city, which is imme- 
diately en ightened with the uncreated of Jehovah 
and the Lamb? t All other glories and excellencies are 
ſwallowed up, and concentered here : all joys, plea- 
ſures, contents and deſires are for ever here. J 


* Revelation xxi. 11, 12, 16, 18. + Rev. xxi. 24. 
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6. But let us draw near, that we may diſcover more 


of theſe wonderful things: what raviſhing melody. is 
this? were it not heaven to dwell within heaven's 


melody? I am altogether raviſhed, It is good to be 


here: O the ſweet frame the inhabitants are in!. 
their Hallelujahs have converted me almoſt into jo 

itſelf. Bnt what can I ſay? the idiom of glory hath 
a wonderful efficacy and deepneſs, beyond our ſhallow: 
uptakings, as far tranſcending earth's language, as 
immortality doth tranſcend mortality: and I want an 
ear celeſtial to perceive diſtinctly, and underſtand theſe 
angelic ſongs, and wonderful expreſſions of joy, love, 
and admiration in the higher houſe. But the very ſound 
is enough to raviſh all our ſenſes. Hear I not ſome- 
thing like the ſong of Moſes and the Lamb? + What 
a golden life is this? Am not I come into mount 

Zion? Know I not now by experience, that the con- 
verſe of mortals may be above? O what a ravifhing 
frame am I now in! the melody of heaven draws me 
nearer and nearer ; I cannot, I may not, I will not 


\ reſt, until I look within the veil. 


7. O ſtrange! nothing but wonders ! are not the 
whole inhabitants of the higher canaan in a ſea of 
delight, love and admiration ? Are they not all flock- 
ing round about, as contending who ſhall be moſt 
filled with the matchleſs beauty and lovelineſs of the 
white and ruddy one, the ſtandard bearer amongſt ten 
thouſand ? O thedavs-man, betwixt God and creatures, 

the wonder of wonders, the glory, triumph and ſhame 


of creatures, the beauty of heaven, the admiration of 


earth, the compendium and model of heaven and earth, 
and all things, the life of all joys, marrow of all loves, 
flower of all deſires, - fountain of all ſweetneſs, fun o 
all glory, the everlaſting delight of the father, the ra- 
viſhment of men and angels, the center whereunts all 


+ Exod, xy. 1, 2, 6, 11, 13. Iſaiah xxvi. 1, 1xi 10. IL. 9, 114 
xliv. 23. xxxiii. 16, 17, 29. xxv. 6. 8. Pſalm lxxxiv. 11, XXxvi. 
77 8, XXX. 11. xvi. 6, 11. Rev. v. 12, 9, To. Iſaiah xii. 6, | 
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hearts, all loves, all eyes do eternally and inceſſantly. 
run, the brightneſs of the fathers glory, the expreſs. 
character of his perſon! Chriſt Jeſus, God man, the 
everflouriſhing ſtock and the ſtem of ] eſſe, the plant of 
renown ! all are thus eternally chanting. 
pPpeak no more of beauties, men and angels, all leſſer 
glories are quite ſwallowed up: this is the only beauty 
and excellency, by the borrowed rays of whole loveli- 
neſs, we are all rendered glorious: out of his fulneſs 
have we all received: let us fall down with our maſſy 
crowns of glory at his feet. f Lien e 5 
8. Ol my only well beloved, thou art God, the in- 
finite Jehovah; and therefore thou art become my all, 
and only one; none but him! I diſdain all yeſterday; 
| beings, for a well beloved: yet, ſince thou art a crea- 
ture alſo, thou art more lovely as to me; wert thou * 
not man as well as God, I could not enjoy thee ſo 
familarly and ſo nearly: tho' ſin in itſelf cannot be the 
object of joy, yet the reſult thereof is paſling joyful : 
this world of free grace, tranſcends alk other worlds. 
The enjoyment of God as our redeemer, huſband, 
brother is different from God as Creator. Happy we 
that ever we were miſerable ! we had been undone, if 


ue had not been undone. We ruined ourſelves, but 


thou haſt made us up; far above all that we had to 
loſe: O ſweet debt of free redeeming grace! ſhall 
not every moment of eternity augment my e 2 
I am thy bound debtor, O my Lord; and therefore my 
happineſs ſhall grow and bloom thro! all eternity. 
9. The firſt ſight of thee has ſtricken me with ever- 

laſting admiration ! many excellent beauties have my 
eyes beheld, but thou doſt infinitely tranſcend them all. 
Thy countenance hath a beauty and excellency above 
all poſſible created: glory! uncreated glory rays thro? - 

the veil of his human nature l a thouſand times bleſſed 
are theſe eyes which behold the man who is God! 
fellow beholders, this ſight has caſt us for ever into a 


l — 
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wondering frame! the more we behold the more we 
are inflamed ; the more we love, the more we behold! 
O wonderful eternal circle! henee joys unntterableg - 
inexpreſſible, hence the ſweet praiſing diſpoſition 
hence admiration, hence beholding: and thus through= 
out eternity. VVV A : 
10. O flower of excellency ! O ocean of lovelineſs! 
mortality could take up no conſiderable portion of 
thee ; the moſt excellent of their diſcourſes was childiſh 
nonſenſe : nothing, but ſeeing thee face to face, can 
diſcoverthy worth. Verily I never ſaw thee until now; 
and therefore love and joy were never in their higheſt 
vigour. I love, I love now indeed! what tho' I might 
be ſaid to love thee in thy abſence, and to be filled with 
unſpeakable and glorious joy, at the ſound of thy name? 
"Theſe drops are nothing to the ocean, the taſte to the 
banquet. O ſweet ! nothing but joy ! who can ſtand 
beſide infinite love and not be inflamed ? Am I not 
almoſt converted into love itſelf ? O delightſome ra- 
viſhing fire]! what greater happineſs than here to burn 
for evermore. 8 f 1 
11. Now we are for ever in one anothers arms, the 
days of heaven ſhall not put a period to theſe love em- 
braces: nothing but fi 
ment, will ſatiate this burning love.“ This is the place 
where love doth bloom, with an eternal verdure, no 


% 


ll eternity, inceffant enjoy» _ * 


hidings of his face; no love ſickneſs, thro' the want A 


of perſonal poſſeſſion ; no need of apples or flaggons 
of wine; no contending with time or days, becauſe 
of their ſeeming lazy pace; nor with interpoling 
clouds, lingering death, ſin and mortality nothing 
but full enjoyment : I am as I would be: I ſee thy 
face to the full; and therefore my happineſs overflows . 
the binks, B | 
12. Thou art ming my deareſt Lord, and I am 
thine ; I was thine from eternity. O mylarge, broad 
inheritance ! thou art mine in full poſſeſſion; O my 
+. Sol. Song viii. 6. * Sol, Song. i. 1g. N 
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happineſs ! my loves overflow, my joys are in their 
ſpring tide, + no wonder I am raviſhed with thy beauty; 
but art thou raviſhed with mine? waſt thou at reſt 
until thou hadſt brought me to thefe higher chambers 
of glory, that thou mighteſt be- for ever delighted 
in my fellowſhip ? What am I to thee? If there be 
any thing in me, that can draw one Iook from thee, it 
is thine and not mine. If the rays of this borrowed 
lovelineſs in me rebound back upon thee, thou haſt re- 
ceived but what is thine own. Beholdſt thou lovelineſs 
in me, who am what J am only from thee ? What 
boundleſs ocean of ſweetneſs, what infinite worlds of 
beauty are in thy matchleſs ſelf ! many excellent ob- 
jects have I ſeen, but thou haſt raviſhed my heart from 
them all. I have found, I have ſeen him who alone 
is lovely : this fair one hath my heart for evermore. 
Choiceſt beauties of yeſterday, were it poſſible for you 
to draw my affections in the leaſt aſide? I have taſted 
of creatures fweetneſs, but they conld not fatisfy : 
ſhall it not be my endleſs exerciſe, inceſſantly to kiſs, 
and draw raviſhing conſolations from the lips, that 
brought the joyful tidings of this boundleſs happineſs, 
none but thee ! if I love and delight in other beauties, 
it is as they are decked with thy lovelineſs; as they are 
_ emblems, fhadows and reflections of thee, who art 
altogether lovely: but thou art the ſubſtantia! beauty. 
Let innumerable worlds of beauty ſtand round about 
thee, one ray of thy tranfcendency would eclipſe them 
all. Beholders, can you tell what you fee? Ohis beauty! 

what more can be faid, than that it infinitely ſurpaſs 

ſeth the conceptions of men and angels. 8 0 
Other loves are but the picture and reſemblance of 
love, to this ſublime and noble love of Jeſus: this is 
love indeed ; ſhould I ſpeak of flames? am I not 
entered into the ocean, the floods and worlds of love ?* 
Is not this a raviſhing ſweet habitation? what joy to 

to think, this is my eternal repoſe. I dwell in the 
| \+ Sol. Song vii. 10. 1. John vi. 16. 
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midſt of hot burning flames without harm, in a bed 
of roſes, and an orchard of delights. / 


13855 This! is the fulneſs of the ſtature of Chriſt: TD 


how capacious, to receive inceſſantly floods of love! 1 
before, my ſoul was narrow, now it is larger than the 
heaven of heavens. O! the outrunnings of my ſoul 
after thee: before, they were ſmall ſtreams, now they 
are floods: ſmall things are not now noticed; all our 


deſires are now ſwallowed u * What is the moon 


when the ſun doth appear? How mally art thou O 


love of Jeſus ! wouldit thou not weigh down innume- 


rable worlds? Had I known in the ten thouſandth 
part on earth, what now I know, the world would 
have imagined me , beſide myſelf : how wonderfully 
would I have ſpoken, written and done? But ah! how 
poorly and childiſhly did we ſpeak of La, ? What) Joy, 
that mortality is done away ! _ 
14. Tho' I behold thee as thou art ; yet am u Leber 
ſupplied with new matter for admiration: when more- 
ages are paſt than atoms in the creation, I ſhall not be 
wanting to expreſs thine infinite excellency : men and 
angels, when ſhall you dive ſo deep that it may go no 
further ? But ſhall I not for ever delineate thy beauty. 


now, when J have thee in my arms? Shall we not 


for ever {peak of him of whom too much cannot be 
ſpoken ? No injury is here done to the Father and bleſſed 
ſpirit; their glory and excellency do viſibly thine here: 

and do theſe arms embrace God, theſe eyes ſee him? 
O the myſtery of godlineſs, men and angels you are 
all aſtoniſhed, God vilibly manifeſted! O wonder of 
wonders ! is not thy name rightly termed wonderful? 


O my elevated thoughts! O eternity ! thou ſhalt be 


filled with wondering: what glory ſhines in this man's 


% 


face] thy countenance well-beloved has a non-ſuch. 


majeſty. The ſaints have the face of glorified creatures, 
and no more; but the majeſty of thy countenance is 


altogether divine. O flower. of nn and ma 
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1 2 A GLIMPSE or GLORY. 


row of lovelineſs! O thy raviſhing face! * Thy face 
my well-beloved is like the face of the Son of God; 
every ſmile is full of inexpreſlible joy. Is not this he, 
whoſe viſage was more marred than. any man's? in 
whom the world ſaw no beauty nor deſireableneſs? Is 
not this he whoſe face was ſpit upon by the filth ſand 
offscourings of men * {4 Yet thou appeareſt far changed 
from what thou waſt on earth: O! but then thou 
didſt maſk thy divine beauty with the veil of mortality, 
which now thou haſt done away, that thy glory may 
ſhine forth in its full ſplendour before thy choſen ! Th 
ſtately majeſtic head, only worthy to be crowned with 
glory and honour, to be exalted far above all creatures! 
ſtrange, this majeſtic head ! that was once beſet with 
a crown of thorns, is now ſurrounded with the bright- 
neſs, which carries in its boſom boundleſs joys. This 
« was the joy that was ſet before him.” O bleſſed we 
that we have ſuch an head ! the head of this golden 
world is of fine gold. O how beautiful are the adorn- 
ments of thy head! O how wouldſt thou Oran, + all 
creatures for ever inthe folds of overcoming love l how 
I am raviſhed with thineeyes! heaven and glory dwells 
in every look; the firſt glance of them did ſtrike heaven 
and love into an eternal rapture : nothing can reſiit 
theſe overcoming emanations of love. And did theſe 
2 — guſh forth tears, thro' bitter grief and forrow ?' 
ould ever the leaſt ſadneſs and darkneſs enter into ſuch 


divine orbs of light and joy? Thou haſt overcome me 


with thine eyes, my fair one. One look of thee and 
no more, would raviſh ten thouſand worlds of men 


and angels. O the noon-day light of thy countenance 


for everand ever! and who can tell the' comelineſs of 
thy fragrant beautiful cheeks f And what can be ſaid 
of thy roſy lips ? How do they perfume this land with 
their fragrant myrrh that inceilantly drops from them: 
O what a boundleſs ocean of grace is poured into 
them? Every kiſs of them is an heaven of ſweet- 


* Sol. Song v. 9, 10. + Plalm zlv. 7. + Heb. xiu. 8. f Pla. xlv. 2+ 


1 Platm cxlyi. 2. 
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neſs; J am filled and overcome with this mirror of 
thy glory! *The ſmell of thine ointment,” afar off 
did ravith my heart; but now I am ten thouſand times 
more raviſhed ! one drop of this myrrh would ſweet- 
en ten thouſand oceans of all imaginable bitternels : 


and O thy princely hands, fit to ſway the ſceptre of 


this ever flouriſhing kingdom! can there be a more 
bleſſed poſture, f am not I circled in the arms of ever- 
laſting unſearchable love ? * Thele bleſſed arms that 
were ſtretched upon the croſs for me, do embrace me. 
ſweetly, for evermore. Whether thy love doth more 
ſhine forth in the firſt or latter poſture, cannot be told! 
but ſure thy love in all its reſplendency paſſeth all un- 
derſtanding. O the glory, ſweetneſsand excellency! thy 
bowels of compaſſion ! O what rivers of waters do 
continually flow out thence upon us ! and what is com- 
parable to thy ſtately legs ? How glorious are thy out 
goings among us ! | what can be conceived, or ex- 
preſſed of ſuch a wonderful perſon ? O his wore de- 
portment! every part of him is an infinite mals of 


beauty. What a beauty then muſt all in one be? & Thy 


majeſty is wonder ully various, and every variety the 
height of excellency. The relics of the impreſſion 
of one of thy love kiſſes may fill the ſoul with joys 
thro' endleſs ages, Suppoſe a creature filled with all. 
poſſible creature good, one kiſs of thy moſt ſweet 

mouth would ſwallow up all. | Thy voice even to 
ſtand without the gates, and hear the ſound thereof, 

might wrap a creature up in eternal raviſhment. An 

is it poſſible my matehleſs one, to attain the further- 
moſt of thy infinite perfections? Let me dive deeper 
into the ocean of thy lovelineſs thro endleſs ages, yet 


ſhall I be at the entrance: © I praiſe the not becauſe I 


am able to ſhew forth thy worth fully; bur ſtrong 


+ Sol. Song ii. 6. » Deut. xxxiii. 27. 1 Micah. i344. Iſaiah Ixiti, 
6. Sol. Song ii. 8. 9 Sol. Song v. 11, 16. || Plalm cxix. 72, 10g. 
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love doth conſtrain me, that for ever I muſt be ex- 
preſſing, and the concluſion muſt be, © THOU ART 
« ALTOGETHER LOVELY;” for to thee alone doth 
this epithet appertain.  You- chiefeſt of created ex- 


 eellencies, can this apply to you? Are you nothing but 


maſſes of pure, eſſential, unmixed love? Who but 
he is altogether lovely? His weakneſs, infirmity, 
poverty, contempt, croſſes, lofles, pains and death, 
flaſh forth the raviſhing reſplendencies of ſurpaſſin 
love and ſweetneſs, Heart and love, it is all gone from 
me. O the ſublime thoughts of my elevated underſtand- 
ing, this frame, love and ſweetneſs! All are inuttera- 
ble, all are inexpreſlible ! ew "pb 
15. That we might be ever with thee, and behold 
thy glory, was one of thy great petitions in the days 
of thy-fleſh : thouſand times bleſſed am IJ, that ever 
this was aſked ! thou didſt aſk nobly, and thy Father 
granted like a king. Can we have more than to dwell 
in thy immediate preſence ? Any enjoyment of thee 
ſurpaſſeth that of the belt created ſweetneſs : a fight of 
thee thro'a glaſs is raviſhing as I have ſweetly expe- 
rienced in-my,, pilgrimage : to touch the hem of thy 
garment, was a happineſs inexpreſſible. What now 
zall, we ſay to our lot, who are as near thee as our 
xearts can deſire? O this high dignity, beloved eſtate ! 
far above the heaven of heavens ; nay numberleſs hea- 
vens ſuperadded io one another! And am I in thy im- 
mediate preſence, O lovely one who inhabits eternity? 


What honour. is this, what ſhall I fay of it? Thy 


* 


ways are incomprehenſible. This is the prerogative of 
the ſaints: What ſhall be done to the man, whom 
« the king delighteth to honour ?”” He ſpake in good 
earneſt, when he told us of dignities, thrones, crowns, 
prieſthoods and poſſeſſions of all things: ſhall I ever 


enough wonder at the honour of the ſaints? This is 


the dignity of the overcomers to wear the laurel, the 
badges of honour, the garlands of glory. How cameſt 
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wear an immortal crown, tobe overladen within and 
without with ſo great a weight of glory? Thou doſt 
appear indeed, in the equipage of a king, decked with 
majefty, glory and honour , arrayed with wonderful 
excellency and comelineſs. Waſt thou not once, O 


thou ſilly I, a baſe worm, defiled with the very filth 


of hell? How haſt thou robbed the Almighty of his 
glory, diſhonoured his excellency, wronged his holineſs, 
trampled upon his moſt precious blood ; done what 


thou couldſt to precipitate thyſelf into eternal perdition ; 


violented. the gates of that woful priſon. O undone 


ſoul to cover thyſelf with utter darkneſs from the 
charming beams of the ſun of righteouſneſs? Yet am 


here ſurrounded with inexpreſſible glory! many thou- 
ſands more delivering, are in the place of utter dark- 


neſs. O thy love, thy full grace! + My enjoyments 


are more than free ; hath he not brought me over my 
deſervinys ? but nothing can ſtand in the way of infinite 
love. Thou lovedſt me, and becauſe thou lovedſt me, 
I became. lovely nb fight, t!!! ES 

16. What- aſtoniſhing condeſcenſion to, admit bits 
of nothings fo near thee !. can this thy way be ever 


enough admired? It is ſtrange thou ſhouldſt deign bo nol 


creatures either with thy love or hatred : |, O thy bounty 


and condeſcention ! ſhould J ſtand ſo near my Lord = 


the King? Free love will have it thus, it is not his 


way, to create defires, and not fulfil them: ſtrong 


love can take no reſt, but in his naked embraces. Ou 
_ earth I was diſatisfied, often times complaining ol diſ- 


tance and abſence ; and when I found thee I would 
not let thee go, but held thee faſt, until we entered 
into theſe glorious manſions: and how are my thoughts 
het ene, | 
nearer thee, the higher eſteem and reverence; none can 
have low thoughts of thee, but they that know thee not. 
- + 
Pfalm vil. 5, 8. I FL 20 3 
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by beholding thee face to face? "The 


+ Romans xi. 33, Pſalm cxv. 1. Palm. viii. 4. Job. xiv. 3. 
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„ 17. The firſt ray of thy infinite glory upon me 
. diſcovers infinite varieties of wonders! Men and angels 
"pg are we not all an afſembly of eternal wonders? All 
the things of time from the greateſt to the leaſt, are 
now ſeen to be wonders ; howbeit little of them was 
then diſcerned, and that in a feint manner, Strange, 
O beloved ! thou art another fort of Chrift than we 
ſpake of, in the days of our mortality : thy very name 
was ſcarce conceived. How came I hither with fnch 
little conceptions ? Have I not begun to know from 
the very firſt entry of eternity, my knowledge on earth 
was of no evidence, in compariſon of this noon-day 
viſion of glory: as the man looks back on his infancy, 
as a mere brutiſh ignorance; and the man awakened, 
on his paſt dream; ſo do I now on my moſt refined 
ideas on earth. O the clear and ſharp uptaking of a 
glorified capacity ! T now behold every thing as it is in 
Its own proper and naked being. All ſhadows have 
fled away, what wonder, to think what we were, and 
What we are ! O the infinite power of the Omnipotent 
Jehovah! but what cannot my Lord do? 
18. And doſt thou maniteſt thyſelf in fuch a manner 
to us? What is eſſential eternity to beings of yeiter- 
day? are we fit witneſſes of thy glory? O infinite Je- 
hovah are we not before thee as nothing and vanity ? 
May not the greatneſs of thy glory, even if thou 
ſhouldſt let it forth to the full, confound us to nothing? 
His infinity nothing can comprehend it, but an infinite 
underſtanding: the beſt of all created glory is nothing 
and vanity, in thy preſence, tho' it might ſeem ſome- 
thing on earth. Dart forth the full rays of your glory, 
all you creatures, you ſhall not dazzle theſe eyes which 
are fixed on an higher object. 1 95 Fane 
19. Shall we not wonder again and again, and for 
ever at the way thou haſt taken to manifeſt ſo nearly 
and familiarly to us, thy incomprehenſible glory! 
Haſt thou not afſumed the nature of a creature, that 
chou mighteſt converſe the more intimately and con- 
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deſcendingly with us? To enjoy thee any way re- 
quires an infinite condeſcention, the diſproportion 
being infinite: but this is the moſt wonderful conde- 
ſcention poſſible! O this is the moſt excellent of all 
ways! O the wonderful ſoul alluring glory that moſt 
ſweetly darts upon us from the man who is God! O 
eternally bleſſed I, who have ſuch. a well- beloved in 
whom is all fulneſs! "Fhou art a marrowlefs one in- 
deed. We have done for ever with other beloveds : 
what wonder, I am ſo deeply in love with thze ? What 
wonder I ſwim in floods of eternal ſatisfa Kion, who 
enjoy thee ſo familiarly ? Can a creature be more hap- 
y ? I am full, I am full, and can deſire no more. 

20. Is this he who was born of the Virgin Mary, 
in a ſtable, and laid in a manger :* ſubject to all the 
infirmities of. feeble mortals, except fin ; who was 
deſerted of the outgoing of the ſweetneſs and love of 
God : nay did drink from brim to bottom, the bitter 
cup of his Father's wrath ; who was apprehended in 
an ignominious manner ; betrayed, denied, and for- 
ſaken of his own diſciples ; violently had away to 


judgment, reviled, mock;d, buffeted, and ſpit upon; 


accuſed of blaſphemy, treaſon, malice, and whatever 
helliſh heads could deviſe ; ſcourged and expoſed to 
the opprobrium and laughing of a raſcally. multitude :_ 
condemned to the vile and ſſiameful death of the croſs ;- 
and that by the petition of the vaſt multitudes gathered 


together to the paſſover, who prefered a baſe robber 


before him! the ſentence was no ſooner pronounced 
than executed; he was hanged betwixt two theives, in 
the ſight of the multitude, to the inſults of devils, and 
their flaves, who beheld this matchlefs one nailed to 
the curſed tree, and bled to death in great torment and 
anguiſh of ſpirit : while the ſun clothed in mourning. 
for his Lord, contrary to the courſe of nature, ſym- 
pathiſed with the eclipſed creator, and withdrew iis 

ee * Iſaiah liii. 2. 3. r 
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beams from theſe, who had eclipſed the light of the. 
Whole creation. Thus did my well-beloved continue 
for a long time, and gave up the ghoſt in great anguiſh 
and torment of ſpirit, yea was buried, continued under 
the power of death fora time: and this, even this, is 
the ſame. Behold men and angels, and wonder at 
the man who is the wonder of wonders, and whoſe 
name is termed wonderful! Well-beloved, thou art 
far changed, tho' thou art ever the ſame! thou haſt 
done heroically, O mighty captain of the Lord's hoſts; 
this was thy deſign from eternity:“ thou only haſt gra- 
ciouſly overcome and ſatisfied avenging juſtice, incenſed 
againſt the children of thy eternal delights. f Who was 
low and deſpiſed, but behold thou art exalted above all 
created heavens for ever; who rejoices but did weep, 
ſigh and groan ; but now art ſurrounded with bound- 
leſs joys forevermore ! who was in the form of a ſervant, 
but now reigns victoriouſly in glorious majeſty for ever- 
more art not thou a wonderful one indeed? ſhall men 
and angels ever enough admire thee ? Tho' every mo- 
ment of eternity ſhall be filled with admiration of thee 
by our raviſhed hearts. : wm 
21. And is duſt and aſhes for ever exalted to ſuch 
an incomprehenſible pitchof glory? O duſt how cameſt 
thou hither ? Strange that the Almighty has exalted 
thee above ſun, moon, and ſtars ; and has brought thee 
into his immediate preſence, to earry the leaſt tinAure 
of ſupernatural heavenly glory upon thee, to become 
the temple of the Holy Ghoſt ! But men and angels, 
what are your conceptions of this duſt, to be the temple 
wherein the high and lofty one, the Almighty Jehovah, 
the eternal conſubſtantial Son of God, doth perſonally: 
dwell, and with which he is perſonally united? Is not 
this a myſtery ? Is not this an infinite abyſs, unto 
whoſe bottom you ſhall never be able to dive. T 
22. To think, that theſe bodily eyes ſhould behold 
my redeemer, might aſtoniſh ten thouſand worlds: 


are we not overwhelme. with aſtoniſhment ? Is not 
* Luke xxiv. 26. + Coloſſians ii. 13. Phillipians ii. 6, 10. 
Pſalm Ixviii, 18. Revelation i. 18. 
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every one crying what hath God done? O thy incom- 
prehenſible ways, thy irreſiſtible power, thy unſearch-, 
able wiſdom, thy love, thy boundleſs love! love that 
paſſeth all underſtanding. Strange! hath the Almighty 
exalted thee, O man's nature, unto this incomprehen- 
ble dignity ? It was wonderful that thou receivedſt 
the characters of divine majeſty and excellency; yet 
more to be admitted into friendſhip and converſe with 
that great and dreadful former of all. O!] are not 
ſuch gradations of wonder, like millions of worlds, 
placed upon millions of worlds, and again and for ever?: 
Is not man infinitely obliged to ſuch a ſovereign? If 
the crawling worms be infinitely obliged for their being 
what ſhall be ſaid of man, created with ſuch a noble 
being, in ſo noble a condition? Was it poſſible a crea- 
ture thus dealt with could rebel? Was it poſſible he 
could ever have loved, feared and praiſed him enough? 
Yet ſtrange ! when this dreadful prodigy. did enter the 
creation; O aſtoniſhing rebellion, monſtrous ingrati- 
tude l from thenceforth what could be expected, but 
that pure vengeance, like an overflowing flood ſhould 
deſtroy head andtail, root and branch, with an eternal 


deſtruction? Could any mercy have been expected from 


heaven to earth, when earth had denounced open 
enmity againſt heaven? What ſhouldſt thou have done, 
dread ſovereign of all things, with baſe, monſtrous, 
and ungrateful mankind, but make it wholly the butt 

of thy unmixed wrath ? What are ever ſo many worlds 
of men and angels to thee, that thou ſhouldſt ſpare 
them, if once they dare to utter one word againſt thee 2 
ſhouldſt thou reduce to nothing, what thou didſt create, 
what haſt thou loſt? Since thou couldſt in one moment 
produce millions of millions of worlds? Vea, and if 
produced what are they, but as ſo many millions of 
thadows and nothings before thee : O the condeſcen- 
tion, the ſweetneſs of thy nature, the boundleſs riches 
of thy grace !\-*. Haſt thou become friends with man 


Romans xi- 3g. 
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A GLIMPSE OF GLORY. 


again, entered into a treaty of peace and reconcilia- 
tion with him, held out the golden ſcepter, as a mani- 
feſtation of the thoughts of boundleſs love, that flamed. 
in thy heart from all eternity? Erecting a glorious 
throne of free grace, upon the horrid apoſtacy of re- 
bellious man: who could have tmagined ſuch a diſpen- 


ſation as this? Were you expecting this, you 
angels, when you beheld man backſhde ſo mon 


lorious 


{Frouſly ? 


Did you think ſuch prodigious ingratitude would come 
to this? Were you not amazed at ſuch a ſecond cove- 
nant, after breaking of the firſt ? Yea, are we not all 
in the ſame admiring frame ? O eternity ! thou art 
not ſufficient to make the impreſſion old, which God 
hath ſtamped on the minds of men and angels. 
objects are wonderful! our faculties are ſurpriſingly 
elevated! what wonder, my heart is fixed? O this 
frame of ſpirit ! I ſee that a world of altogether free 
grace was the only deſign of eternity. + Lord what haſt 
thou done ? not only haſt thon become friends with 
man again ; not only haſt thou made him thy ever- 
laſting minion, but thou haſt alfo perſonally aſſumed 
his nature ; that thou mighteſt draw him nearer thyſelf 
and manifeſt thy glory unto him in a more familiar, in- 
timate, ſweet, and wonderful way, than was poſlible 
in the firſt diſpenſation! wonderful! Did man caſt off 
the image of his maker ? And did his maker take upon 
him man's image, to reſtore all again? Didſt thou O 
my God, aſſume perſonally our nature, even in its 
loweſt eſtate that thou mighteſt weep, groan, ſigh, ſor- 


The 


row and die for undone man ? Is not this love indeed + 


man had deſtroyed himſelf, but our excellent well- 
beloved, ftept betwixt eternal wrath and the miſerable 
ſinner; and all the billows of divine vengeance did be 
receive, till divine fury was pacified ! no ſorrow, ſhame 
nor pain could terrify him. Infinite love is invincible, 
I will not ſpare baſe man, ſaid offended majeſty, in 


the day he rebels againſt me, as I have ſaid, he 


+ Rey. Vs 13. 0 
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die the death. Be it ſo faith the Son of God here am I, 
a man ready to ſuffer all ſorrow, grief and pain of ſoul 
and, body even unto death: hath man ſinned? Man 
ſhall bear the puniſhment. I, even I willdie the death.? 
They are thine and mine from eternity: this was our 
tranſaction before all ages, that in the fulneſs of time, 
I ſhould lay down my life for thoſe thou haſt given 
me out of the world.* | heh 

23. Whocan ſearch into the depths of thy bound- 
leſs love? { This is a draught of infinite wiſdom, the | 
eternal wonder of men and angels! Verily thy love 18 
incomprehenſible, matchleſs, boundleſs, and unchang- 
able ; which tho' we ſometimes doubted in the days of 
our abſence, yet all are now evident as the noon-day 
light ; paſt, preſent, and to come, preſent themſelves 
for ever. O my happineſs overflows its banks! am 
not I overjoyed, as at the firſt entry ? How familiarly 
and ſweetly do I converſe with thee, Q excellent well- 
beloved ! myriads of ages appear not a moment in thy 
preſence. This diſpenſation is an eternal wonder! 
would not this have been thought a horrid petition, 
before the promulgation of the goſpel] ? | Indeed our 
dignity before the fall was high and glorious : but O 
this diſpenſation of love ! is not God our brother, huſ- 
band, redeemer, our only well-beloved? O our hap- 
pinefs ! what ſhall. we do throughout eternity but 
wonder? © God manifeſted in the fleſh,” O ſtrange? 
Lord God Almighty, what couldſt thou do more to 
creatures ? 3 | | 755 

24. Shall I not behold and admire, flame and love, 
while this immortal being remains? The veil is drawn 
aſide and we behold clearly the man, Chriſt Jeſus, filled 
with the Godhead: indeed the earth is full of a divine 


glory, the heavens in a more ſpecial manner, faints 


and angels wonderfully and eminently ; yet all in mea- 
ſure ; but glory dwells in this man above meaſure! -- 


+ Heb. x. g. Iſaish liii. 4, 6. * John x. 17. f Job. xxxiii. 
1 Sol. Song viii. 13. vü. 10. J J 24» 
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He is God equal with the Father l no nearneſs to the 
fountain of all glory, equal to the nearneſs of the hu- 


man nature of our well- beloved to the Godhead! O 


the emanations of thy inexhauſtible fulneſs, thy glory, 
beauty, and ſweetneſs, ſhall overflow their banks for 
ever and ever! we are ever over filled with thy fulneſs ; 
yet there ſtill remains much behind: infinite worlds 
of men and angels thou couldſt ſatiate, and make to 
run over With thine overcoming love and ſweetneſs. 
upon whom may and doth not thy light ſhine ? Thou 
art the ſun, we the ſtars : what ſhould we be didſt thou 
draw in thy glory? wherever thy glory is peculiarly. 
manifeſted there is heaven, let me be any where 15 

thou ſhineſt upon me. They have the ſunny ſide of 
the world, who behold thy face in righteouſneſs: a a 
world of all creature beauties and delights is hell with- 
out thee ; I ſhould count them a maſs of deformity, 
ſhould they for one minute ſtand betwixt me and thy 
countenance. None but Jehovah and the Lamb ! had 
I this ſight upon earth but for one moment, would I 
have regarded the vanities of time ? * Every thing ap- 
pears as it is: they are enlightened to the full, wha 
dwell under the beams of thy raviſhing countenance, 
Bleſſed ones, whit mult he be, whoſe glory and beauty 
darting upon us, beautifies us all? What were we if 
thy fair one were not amongſt us? By thy ſhining up- 
on me, I am partaker of the divine nature, trans- 
formed from glory to glory! O thy attractive lovely 
emanations! I cannot, will not but follow - thee 

whitherſoever thou goeſt, tho' without the borders of 
this great all, or thro' the lake that burneth with fire 
and brimſtone; theſe then ſhould be no more what 
they are, but worlds of joy and delight ! O thy glory! 
curſed monſters who are under eternal vengeance, for 
your hatred to his excellency, had you- a glimpſe of 
this tranſcendant glory, ſhould not your miſery and 
torment be quite 33 ? But ye are baniſhed from 
nr dee Ah Plälm-xxxvi. 1. 1 1 
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his preſence and glory, and therefore you are utterly 
miſerable. O my happineſs! «Ts it not good to be 
here?“ Wonderful! was I ever loth to come here? 
My Lord is here, are not then all things here? Was 
] ever loth to come here, becauſe harmleſs death ſtood 
in the way? But what is it to paſs thro” ten thouſand: 
black deaths, ten thouſand ages of all imaginable tor- 
ment? One hour here will more then make up all; 
O maſly, real, ſubſtantial enduring glory! am I not 
happy, eternally happy! happineſs is here in its full 
bloom and verdure': I have thee in my arms O well- 
beloved, and is it poſſible I can be more bleſſed ? ' 
25. By thy blood alone, have we entered theſe oceans 
of unſpeakable happineſs! thro' thee we have full ac- 
ceſs to the Father. Thou art our wiſdom, righteouſ- 
neſs and all things. O perfect everlaſting ſecurity !' 
what wonder this could not enter the minds of mortals! 
this is only to be conceived by manly capacities. Before 
we reſemble thee in part, becauſe we ſaw thee but in 
part: now we are capacious, now thou ſhineſt upon 
us in full ſplendor, whereby thine image is fully im- 
preſſed upon us; we know* thee face to face as thou 
art, without the benefit of interpoling creatures and 
ideas extracted from other things. O immediate viſion 
of God! O clear diſcoveries of infinite perfe&ions ! 
«c I ſee the Infinite One face to face and my life is pre- 
ſerved.” I am fully overcome with thy lovely image! 
what wonder I am like thee, who partake of thy na- 
ture, the beams of thine excellency ſhining upon me? 
O this illumination! O this high pitch of glory! O 
the everlaſting ſmiles of my Lord's countenance ! O 
more and more manifeſtations throughout eternity! all 


the enjoyments of eternity are as one moment: all 


ages are {ſwallowed up in the infinite depths of bound— 
leſs excellencies. Creature enjoyments are empty, 
and may be received: but infinite love raviſheth thro” 
all eternity: when more ages are paſt than there are 
atoms in the creations, then ſhall | be, juſt as I'am' 
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now, ever ſwimming and diving in the depths of thy 
infinite perfections, and never attaining the utmoſt. 
This is a life! how ſweet to dwell under the noon-day 
beams of thy raviſhing countenance ? All darkneſs and 
ignorance are quite diſpelled ; every thing is known as 
it is, in its own proper eſſence: here wiſdom flouriſheth. 
in its higheſt region; my former attainments are ſwal- 
lowed up, like the light of a candle to the ſun. O 
this light day! O eternity, thou art not ſufficient, 
wherein I may delincate what my elevated heart doth 
conceive | all is inexpreſſible: myſteries are no myſte- 
ries, and yet eternal myſteries ! how was I beſet with 
darkneſs, and could not attain ſuitable uptakings of 
thee? How was I vexed with low and unbecom- 
ing thoughts of thy all glorious majeſty ? Whence 
deadneſs and unfitneſs of ſpirit for worſhiping, of 
thee aright, Now I am enlightened with the full 
and immediate beams of thy glory: and O how great 
and precious are my thoughts of thee ! O this raviſhed 
frame of ſpirit.! how am I all inflamed with divine 
love? Jam rendered divine; therefore I bend to thee 
with an eternal and inceſſant proſperity ; holineſs be- 
fore was in part, now the top-ſtone is upon it. How | 
beautiful and comely are we become thro' the blaod of 
the Lamb; I ſee well-beloved thou canſt waſh black 
hell fair and white, till it become a lump of heaven 
and glory, Are we not far changed ? May not every 
one of us ſay, Iam not I ? Might we not miſtake our- 
ſelves, were it poflible ſuch a thing. were compatible 
with glory? ; ; 3 
26. Ihe wonderful myſtery of thy being ons in 
eſſence, yet THREE in the way of ſubſiſtence was 
only to be believed by mortals ; and not to be under- 
ſtood demonſtratively: but now I behold with a noon- 
day evidence, what I believed, — Thou art oNE in the 
moſt fimple manner ; and yet there are THREE in the 
bleſſed Godhead every one of which is God; Who 
are only diſtinguiſhed by proper ways of ſubſiſtence. I 
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believed in the land of darkneſs that this as well-as all. 
other myſteries, ſhould be fully manifeſted in the land. 
of glory: now all, all is accompliſhed! *® O bleſſed 
for evermore, what a life is this, thus to ſwim in an 
ocean of delights ! O this enjoyment ! O my heavenly. 
Father, firſt perſon of this all adorable, eternal, co- 
eſſential generation ! O Holy Ghoſt the eternal con- 
ſpiration of the love betwixt the Father and the Son! 
2 raviſhing ſight ! ſhall I not behold, with an eternal 
overcoming deleQation ? What is God? Will take 
eternity to anſwer, tho' we behold thee as thou art; 
one view of thy infinitely amiable eſſence, and way of. 
ſubſiſtence, would ſeal up innumerable worlds of men 
and angels in everlaſting raviſhments! can I expreſs, 
what 1 behold ? Should I write new volumes thro” 
millions of ages until the creation were filled, they 
ſhould contain nothing of that my heart is filled with: 
ſhould I write to all eternity new ſongs of immortal 
raiſes to thee, I ſhould be but beginning and not fully 
E O ſweet fellowſhip with the Father, Son and 
Holy Ghoſt ! O my Redeemer do I not behold thee ? t. 
Immortal bleſſings and praiſes to thee. O God the 
Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt,” art thou not lovely 
excellent full of all ſweetneſs, 'who hath begotten 7 
a matchleſs ſuper- excellent one as Chriſt j eſus our well 
7 redeemer, head, days-man, our ALL IN ALL 
The ſubſtantial image is lovely O my heavenly Father! 


O thy lovelineſs! men and angels ye are put as fo 


many painted draughts of God's excellency, but Chr ſt 
Jeſus is the ſubſtantial image of God, his very power, 
efficacy, and excellency ; by which he doth all things. 
None but Chritt : is he the Father's darling? And is 


he not ours? Is he his wiſdom, joy and delight: and 


is he not ours alſo ? O eternal raviſhments ! Gcd hatk 
given to and for us the Son of his everlalting love! ſent 

- * Pſalm exix. 116. cv. 19. f Hebes i. 3 + Hebrews i. 3 70 
Proverbs VII. 42, 23, 40. H 5 5 
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he not his only Son and heir into a baſe inhuman world, 
that he might ſave and gather together the Sons of his 
eternal cheice ? O bleſled eternal counſel of the glori- 
ous Trinity! O happy we ! that ever free love con- 
deſcended fo! what could Jehovah'do more for us than 
he has done! hadſt thou any greater gift, than the only 
Son of thy love ? Didit thou give thy boſom delight 
to be a propitiation for us, the off ſcourings of all 
things? Does not this love infinitely tranſcend all finite 
capacities? That thou vouchſafedſt a being on us was 
a great bounty; but more that thou createdit us after 
thine own lovely image; yet more to condeſcend to 
enter into an everlaſting covenant with us; and yet 
higher, to be appointed thy everlaſting minions! but 
what ſhall we think, he hath given us the Son of his 
everlaſting delight: this gift cannot be enough admired 
and revered: O Almighty Jehovah, thou giveſt like 
a king ! too great a gift for us indeed to receive; but 
not too great for thee to give. Nothing can be too great 
for thee; and this was the greateſt gift thou could'ſt 
give; hadſt thou given us ten thouſand worlds of 
beauty, ſtored with all imaginable happinefs, with in- 
numerable heavens of ſweetneſs, with infinite legions 
of men and angels, they would have been rich and 
noble gifts? But all this is nothing to the matchleſs 
Jeſus. It is a ſhame to lay any thing in the balance 
with him: one ray of his Godhead would confound all 
created exCcellencies to nothing. O thy excellency! 
am I not overjoyed, that I ſhall cry thee up thro' num- 
berleſs ages? Ye may hide yourſelves, men and angels 
for all your beauties and glories, what are you to him? 
Itis aſtoniſhing condeſcenſion he permits you to ſtand 
beſide him! I can but extol thee, before all worlds. 
My heart is eternally ſixt, ſhall we not contend who 
ſhall extol thee molt ? And ſaid you amen, O my well be- 
loved to the thouſand times bleſſed bargain of the new co- 
venant? Verily, that love thou manifeſtedſt in the fulneſs 
of time, did thow the love that Hamed in thy heart be- 


F 


- 


. 
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fore all ages: tho' thou waſt in the boſom of thy Father, 
ever delighting him and in him; yet thou comedſt 
down to this baſe earth, and converſed familiarly with 
ſilly, ſinful, frail man! and was found to be a man, 
that thou mighteſt ſave him loſt and undone to the ut- 
termoſt. Men and angels you are all looking in with 
altoniſhment : to behold God perſonally. clothed, with 
human nature, 'is a ſight we can never enough view 
and admire : the mirror wherein we behold the love of 
God in its full ſplendor ! thou waſt never near enough 


to us 'til thou didſt become bone of our bone, and fleſh 


of our fleſh ; 'til thou becameſt one with us, who art 
one with the Father.“ O eſſential love, art thou not 
here manifeſted tranſcendantly ? That ſentence was 
comely in thy mouth, love your enemies. Haſt thou 
not loved thy mortal enemies to the death? Were we 
not heirs of wrath, born enemies againſt thy highneſs? 
but in ſpite of our enmity thou lovedſt, with an ever 
laſting love. Nothing can ſtand in the way of infinite 


redeeming love. No matter what I have been, ſo] © 
am now lovely in thy ſight : it's wonderful, to become 


the object of thy eternal love ! yet that will I glory in, 
The more vile and loathſome I have been, the more. 
doth the lovelineſs, nobleneſs, and freeneſs of thy love; 
appear, which will be neither bribed nor hired. Sove- 
reignity ſhines forth in all thy atings. *© Who ſhall 
« pive thee, and it ſhall be recompenſed ?”+ O bleſſed 
ſpirit of grace and love, outgoing of the Father and 
Son, thou great Jehovah, bleſſed for evermore, how 
ſweet a co-operation haſt thou in this-glorious work 
of redemption ! this tranſcendant manifeſtation. of 
free grace! How ſweet haſt thou been to us in the 
days of our pilgrimage? How. didſt thou convince, 
convert, enlighten and comfort ? we ſhould have pe- 
riſhed in our journey to this goodly land, hadſt thou not 
ſtrengthened us in the inward man. And waſt thou 
ITY * * Heb. ii. 11. f Plalm exv. 1. Rev. v. 19 27 
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ſo ſweet in the days of our ſinning, art thou not now 
infinitely more ſo? O the full inceſſant, eternal flow- 
ings of the ſpirit of love! this ſouth wind breathes 
ſtrongly, cauſing the ſpices of the higher paradiſe to 
fend forth every where a raviſhing fragrancy : in every 
high tide nothing but raviſhing perfumes ! no winds, 
but the breathings of the Holy Spirit. O what rivers, 
oceans, worlds of confolation ! one drop falling upon 
the heart, appeared heaven itſelf, but this is more 
than heaven | every drop of this boundleſs ocean of 
ſweetneſs, I am entered into, would raviſh ten thou- 
fand inhabited worlds. This could not be conceived 
by mortals, but in a childiſh manner; the firſt fruits 
furpaſt their apprehenſions, and yet had no proportion 
to the harveſt. None can apprehend this, except they 
be experienced therein; and none can be capable of 
this experience, but thoſe who are raiſed to this won- 
eertu] pitch of glory. Theſe floods of ſweetneſs would 
ny undone us in a moment, had we entered them in 

or frail mortaleſtate. O miraculouselevation of .glory, 
which can bear ſuch ſweetneſs! are we not as ſo many 
trophies, and monuments of thy tranſcendent power, 
in its high victory? much of thy excellency was to be 
feen, in thy kingdom of nature; much more in th 
kingdom of grace, but molt in this of Glory : here 
thy intinite excellencies ſhine forth, in their noon-day 
ſplendor. * | „ a 
27. O joy inexpreſſible and alltogether glorious ! 
now I find thy promiſes accompliſhed to the full by 
Tweet experience: 1 in the days of my pilgrimage I 
have been fo raviſhed with the glimpſes of thy coun- 
tenance, that earthly joys could have no place, fo that 
J could not but imagine myſelf in heaven already; 
thinking that the vintage had come in place of the firſt 
fruits: now, O now, I am in thy immediate preſence. 
Thy ſweetneſs, O thy raviſhing ſweetneſs ! the floods, 
oceans, worlds of eternal raviſhing delights treaſured 


r Pſalm xvi, 1x. Plalm vi. 7. 
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up at thy right hand, wherein I am entered and do 
ſwim for ever and ever ! thy land, O Emanuel over- 
flows with pleaſures. Never did I know what NN 
was until now. Now I feel, t joy is come to its May 
blooming vigor. O the rivers of pleaſures, that ſweetly 
run thro all the faculties of ſoul and body ! O the full 
gales of the ſpirit of conſolation ! I am almoſt joy it- 
ſelf: are hab the joys that were ſo much written and 
ſpoken of the other ſide of the water? ſurely earth's 
idiom hath come wonderfully ſhort! thy word was 
written to children and therefore did expreſs all in a 
manner ſuited to childiſh capacities; but nothing low | 
and childiſh here! O maſly, ſolid, ſubſtantial, enduring 
joys ! O ſublime, high, manly frame ! none to the jo 
of my Lord whats 4 I was ſametimes fi led witt 
joy; but now I am entered into joy itſelf. I live and 
dwell in joy! nothing but joy for evermore ! thou haſt 
brought me into theſe glorious manſions : we will ever 
be glad, and rejoice in thee !* O ſurpaſſing delights, 
that no tongue can expreſs ! they who come under. the 
covert of thy wings never deſire to remove from thence. 
Is not this a life of unmixed joy and ſweetneſs, to fit 
under the boughs of the tree of life ? It is good to be 
here. 1 After ſuch a world of woe and tribulation to 
enter over head and ears in theſe ſuperabundant joys ! 
O ſweet diſpenſation ! to be afflicted, then comforicd ; 
to weep, then to rejoice ;. to run, and then to reſt; O 
high tile of overflowing joys : this hath ſwallowed up 
all former griefs and ſorrows. The firſt ſight of th 
raviſhing countenance, O my God, made me forget 
ever was on earth: this land hath a {weet ſmelling ſa- 
vour: pain and ſadneſs are here converted into joy and 
delight. Here is an eternal ſpring : | now we have 
everlaſting joys for ſorrow, the oil of gladneſs for the 
ſpirit of heavineſs. $ Cry out and ſhout, Oye inhabi- 
+ Pſalm xcvii, 11. Sol. Song ii. 3. 1 Pſalm xvi. 6 Sol. Song 


ii. 11, 12. 5 Iſaiah Ixvi. 20, 14 Ix. 15. xlix. 13. Exodus xv. 2. 
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tants of the higher city; let your joys ſound through- 
out the whole creation. Our lot is far changed ; no- 
thing on earth was heard among us, but the confuſed 
noiſe of warriors, the ſighs and groans of men in agony. 
Now the heavens are elle with the joyful melody of 
Heroic conquero:s : we ſowed in tears for a moment, 
but now reap in joy for evermore. f 0 
28. Glory to the purchaſer of this everlaſting bleſſed- 
neſs! let the crown flouriſh on his head throughout all 
ages. O my happineſs who ſhall ever ovale these? 
and was I ſelected before all ages to be the everlaſtin 
beholder, and extoller of thy infinite glory! had! 
thou ſuch wonderful thoughts of love to me, when F 
was not? Were I in the place of my deſerving, I 
ſhould be now blaſpheming thine all glorious and ex- 
aked name: O thy free love! O the unſearchable 
riches of thy grace! who choſe abominable I, from 
the baſe and helliſh maſs of mankind, to be a veſſel of 
glory and honour, in the high ball of glory! Lord, 
what haft thou done ? O wonderful bargain of the new 
covenant, the infinite depths of all wiſdom, power 
and excellency to be ſeen in this great ſalvation, the 
contrivance, the carrying on, the top-ſtone thereof, 
range! how haſt thou brought me hither ? I ſee thy 
counſels cannot in the leaſt be fruſtrated by all the 
ower of creatures. * Free love was the rule thou 
walkedſt by; not my deſervings, or willingneſs. Had 
I been left to my helliſh will, I ſhould for ever have 
deſtroyed myfclt ; but thou ſweetly and eonnaturally, 
ere 1 was aware, didſt raviſh my heart and all from me, 
fo that my will could not but ſtoop to thy overcoming 
loyelineſs. When I was following the monſtrous ima- 
ginations of my evil heart, debauching myfelf with 
creature enjoyments, defpiſing the only excellent 
things, then didſt thou diſcover thy irreſiſtible lovelineſs 
unto me ! which transformed and enamoured all the 
faculties of my ſoul; ſo that I could nat but moſt 


+ Pfalm xc. 15. Ixviii, 19. Ezekiel xvi. 5, 6, 8. 


— 
i 


- YR. ae ns 


* 


willingly yield: connaturally did the influences of thy 


A GLIMPSE O GLORY, | 32 


ſpirit work upon the powers of my ſoul ; ſo that I 
cloſed with thee on thine own terms, as freely as if I 
had been abſolute ſovereign of myſelf ; and yet as in- 
fallibly as if I had been an intellectual agent. Verily 
thou art the abſolute ſovereign of all things. O thy 
wonderful way of working ! who can trace thee in 


all thy proceedings ? _, | 


29. O piercing joys and ſweetneſs, that ever I 
heartily and ſincerely received thee, on thy own terms! 
how well haſt thou kept what I have committed to 
thee, and preſented it ſpotleſs and glorious before thy 
Father? Now I behold all thy promiſes fully accom- 
pliſhed. Thou haſt all ways held me in thy hands through 
all the dangerous wilderneſs, J have paſt. * How hath 
thy ſtrength been ſeen in weakneſs ? Many tempta- 
tions have I overcome, many crofles have I wreſtled 


thro', many floods have I overpaſt, many boiſterous 


ſtorms have I ſet my face againſt,” many aſſaults of the 
world, the fleſh and the devil have I eſcaped : and yet 


my Lord hath fet me above all hazards and difficulties: 


my feet for ever now ſtand within the glorious land of 


Emanuel's bleſſed conqueſt. All the united ſtrength 


of bleſt men and angels could not have brought me 


\ hither. Sir, ſhall.not we be telling each other throbgh- 


out eternity, what God hath done for us in time? 


That eternity may be filled with a fong of praiſe to Je- 
hovah and the Lamb Who ſhouldexalt, love, fear, 
obey and ſerve thee if we do not? Didſt thou love us 


from eternity and ſhall we not praiſe thee to eternity, 


we extol thee, not ſo much becauſe thou art good tous, 


as becauſe thou art.good in thyſelf, But my heart is 


inflamed, to think how thy love from eternity brake 


forth in time. Thou didſt ſhew forth the acts of thy 


free ſovereign love, in writing my name for eternal 
life. All exigences and croſs diſpenſations have bravely 
conſpired to my welfare. The molt ſad and croſs 


* Plalm IXxiii. 24. || Rom. viii. 28, 
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junctures of providence have, been the beſt : when 

thou didit ſeem to be ſmiting and deſtroying, thou waſt 
healing and making up: I will for ever declare thy 
Wonderful ways: happy I, who ſhall ever have eter- 
nity before me ! thy ways to me in time are matter of 
an eternal ſong! all exigencies of time did ſo come 
together that every one hath proved a ſtep to this inex- 


preſſible glory. Free redeeming love hath been writ- 


ten on all the paſſages of my pilgrimage ! and moſt in 
the laſt water; when I began to ſink, thou heldſt me 
up in thy arms, put my head in thy boſom and ſaid 
unto me, Be of good cheer my love, thy fins are 
« forgiven thee ; fear not, my dove, but rejoice, ex- 
% ceedingly ; for thy God, thy head, thy Lord, thy 
“ huſband, thy ſaviour is here, holding thee in his 
« arms. Have I bought thee. ſo dearly, ſuffered ſo 
many griefs, woes and pains, yea death itſelf for 
ce thee ; carried thee thro' the hazardous wilderneſs, 
« ſo circumſpeQly, and tenderly 3 and will I let thee 
40 ps now ? Never fear, my fair one, I am willing 
46 J am able, I have overcome death and hell, I have 
dried up this river with the ſoles of my feet: no- 
« thing remains for thee to do, but to enter in and 
« poſſeſs. | 

30. And hath not the ſound of thy welcome, on this 
ſide the water an eternal pre-eminence in my heart? 
'The * is indelible : in my firſt landing on the 
ſhore of this ſweet land, thou ranneſt, fell on my neck, 
embraced and kiſſed me. Saying, „welcome, a thou- 
fand times with all my ſoul to this purchaſed poſſeſ- 


% fion, O my fair one it raviſheth me to behold thee 


„ here! I have deſired thine intimate fellowſhip and 
“ could not reſt, til I had brought thee hither, that 
«« ſtrong love might be ſatiated with full and mutual 
«« enjoyment. Andnow theſe arms ſhall be exerciſed 
« in embracing ; we. ſhall forever be twiſted in the 


% neareſt connexion of love, and ſwim in a bound- 


%F 
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te Jeſs ocean of delights. t Seeſt thou not the treaſures of 


«c 


IN) 


all joy and bleſſedneſs, I have laid up for thee, my 
lovely one ? I had not forgot thee while I was on 
earth; and no wonder ſince from eternity I loved 
thee. What are thy thoughts of ſuch great pre- 
paration ? Is not this a raviſhing place? How is it 
ſtored with all manner of delights ſuited to thy higheſt 
capacity ; doth not thy ſight ſhew that thy imagi- 
nations of theſe on earth was nothing? Lo, all this 
is the fruit of my ſufferings and death; and now I 
will entertain thee, ſince thou haſt come hither : 


thou didit long in thy pilgrimage, for the naked and 


immediate enjoyment of me ; now enjoy me as thy 
heart can defire. & I will ſatiate thee with my 
choiceſt love dainties,. and fill thee to the full, with 
my eternal overcoming ſweetneſs. '] heſe victorious 
brows do I adorn, with the raviſhing diadem of 
glory: with theſe fair and reſplendent robes do I 


array thee, that all the ſpectators may admire thy 


majeſty and glory. Thy excellency on earth Was 
obſcured, by the veil of corruption and mortality: 
now I have removed all thy infirmities, healed all 


thy diſeaſes, raiſed up thy faculties to ſuch a wonder- 


ful pitch, that thou art fit to converſe with me face to 
face. And didſt thou my delight deſire nothing 


more than the immediate and full enjoyment of me, 


deſpiſed the world in its moſt ſmiling condition when 


ſtanding in competition with my matchleſs excel- 


lency ; looking on all pains, ſufferings and difficul- 
ties as delightful, for my names-ſake; making my 
glory and exaltation thy chief aim and joy: and 1 
will deck thee with pafling majeſſy and glory ! This. 


is the man, whom I have and will honour : forhe is 


worthy : * this is the man, O my father, Who hath 
been with me in temptations, who hath glorified 


me on earth, and done great things for me: he was 


« A great friend to me on earth. I Verily, in my eye 


. Th Matthew xxv. 21 6 Sel. Song ii. 16. * Pſalm xci, 14. f Rey. 
Ai. | 


10. John xvil. 7. 8. 
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<« he is worthy of eternal glory; whatever thou haſt 
« been, in my ſight now thou art worthy of eternal 
4 glory and renown : heroically done! thy ſufferings 
and actions for my names ſake I heartily acknow- 
“ ledge excellent ſervice: receivethen theſe enriching 
palms of victory into thy valiant hands, as an ever- 
| laſting fign of thy victory over the devil, the world 
* and the Neth : and thy majeſtic head be graced with 
« theſe laurels of triumph, while thine enemies ſhall 
for ever lie under thy feet; all that thou beholdeſt are 
6 thine,and they are mine, and I am thine: and now thy 
«. happineſs ſuperabounds, and overflows its banks.“ 
* O we ſhall ever dwell in theſe everlaſting embraces 
we ſhall be filled with love throughout eternity. | 
31. O inexpreſſible raviſhments of love! O moſt 
holy, ſweet, and condeſcending nature of my well- 
loved ! every hour of eternity is like the firſt hour, thy 
love is green and blooming thro' never ending ages. Is 
not this a ſweet life? This ſoil overflows with milk 
and honey. Have we not undergone an advantageous 
tranſportation ? the outſkirts of this land wonderfully 
excells the lower world! indeed the whole earth is 
filled with thy glory : what delight have I found in 
meditating on thy works in the lower world ? Every 
thing I heard or ſaw, ſhewed forth thy eternal power 
and godhead: but the vaſt difference betwixt heaven 
and earth could never enter into my conception. O 
lorious world! ſhould we in the ſtate of mortality 
Fave ſtrained our conceptions to the higheſt, and ima- 
gined all the glory our eyes could behold, augmented 
and perfected more ſtages higher than there are atoms 
in the creation; yet ſuch a world would have been a 
deformed maſs to thee, Lower excellency gradually 
perfected, will never attain unto that excellency which 
is of a higher degree eſſentially. I thought in my - 
childhood, that the lower world might in fome degree 
reſemble the higher; howbeit I knew the difference 
-  ® Zephaniah iti, 1). FPS Fo 
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was inconceivable, and that here ſhould be no ebbings 
or flowings, bloomings or fadings, or what could imply 
the leaſt privative imperfection: but now I ſee they 
have no likeneſs one to another, either in whole or in 
part; even as to the ſmalleſt external reſemblance No 
beauties, comlineſs, joys or delights here: but here are 
all things in an high and eminent manner. O my God 
how incomprehenſible art thou in thy works, how ra- 
viſhing in that reflex of glory, which ſhall endure for 
ever! thou ſhalt for ever rejoice in thy works; every 

work of thine is a deepneſs, a raviſhing wonder to my 
elevated capacity ! might not the mediate enjoyment. 
of thee, thro' thy creatures, render thy creatures 
eternally happy? * What wonders are written in thoſe 
heavens ? Thy choice matter piece. f This is a world 

ſtored with all manner of riches, the inhabitants here 

inherit all things. Woke a 5110 

32. 4 Now every one of us appears in our own kind 

the perfection of beauty? whoſe clay tabernacles are 
now conformed to his glorious body; and whoſe ſouls 
are made perfect in holineſs : and did our bodies when 
terreſtial ſo degrade : how doth the celeſtial, united to 
an elevated ſoul perfect with paſſing beauty; did our 
vile clubbiſh bodies impede the ſublime operation of 
our heaven born ſpirits? How do theſe glorious bodies 
perfect perfected ſouls, in all their outgoings ? If when 
town in corruption they rendered us frail and con- 
temptible, in many things like the beaſts: how excel- 
lent, glorious and majeſtic are we now, when vileneſs 
and corruption is ſwallowed up of glory? Yeaglt it 
might be ſaid of our fouls, when darkened with mor- 
tality and ſinning, they. were in their operation quick; 
what are they now, when exalted to ſuch a ſuperna- 
tural pitch of excellency ? did we. behold by faith, a 
raviſhing fulneſs and beauty in thy face; what do we 
now behold when made ſo capacious and divine? were 
our bodies when animal, ſuch ſtupenduous pieces of 
* Pſalm viii. 1. + Ifaiah xxviii. 29. 4 2 Corin. v. 1, 4. 
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of us were amazed, and ſaid, © I am fearfully and 
wonderiully made!“ how excellent and curious are 


the Son of God?“ Did our wiſdom ſhine in our mortal 
faces? What majeſty and glory dwells in every caſt of 
our eyes now? Were the potſherds of the earth ſo 


\ vigorous, ſtrong and valiant, that many of us thro' 
faith excelled in thoſe perfections, which brutiſh men 


were only taken with.* O now our wonderful ſtrength 
and vigour, when our very corporeal parts become 
ſpiritual, and of a divine nature! had ſome of us hearts 
in our dull earthly condition, “ enlarged as the ſand 


widen'd above the dimenſions of many worlds? What 
is earth to heaven, darkneſs to light, childhood to 
manly eſtate ? O high capacity of glary, ſuper-excel- 
lent and only glory in its blooming ; the raviſhing 
frame we are for ever in! are we not the ſelf ſame 


ot us are like our all lovely and well beloved, whom 
we eternally behold with our bodily eyes according to- 
our proper meaſure; every one of us are at the higheſt 

itch of created perfection: this is a wonderful trans- 
ormation indeed! O ſun of the lower world, I can 
look thee out- of countenance, and dazzle thee with 
every caſt of my eyes: Is this I who was before poor, 
frail and deſpicable? Surely this is I ! the ſelf fame who 
was ſo filly in my own eyes, and the eyes of all the 
beholders, wonderful! am I not cruſhed under ſuch an 
exceeding weight of glory? But glory and only glory 
can ſuſtain itſelf. Thy eternal power and godhcead is 
manifeſted in us, in a tranſcendant manner; thou halt 
gone beyond by almoſt infinite degrees, the limits of 
nature: the natural world is quite aboliſhed, what now 
is natural and agreeable to exalted beings, before was 


miraculous and naturally impoſlible. 
* Hebrews xi. 33, 34. | | 


thy unſearchable wiſdom and power, that every one 


theſe heavenly bodies, conformed to the glorious body of. 


on the ſea ſnore? How capacious are they now, when 


perſons as we were on earth and yet we are not: each 
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33. The moſt ſignal foretaſte of this glory on earth, 
was thy transfiguration, O well beloved, in the days 
of thy mortality: 1 ſo that mortal beholders were 
amazed and confounded : ſuch an unſuitableneſs is 


there betwixt mortality and immortality ! weak heads 


would not be able to bear one draught of this celeſtial 
wine. And was thy face ſo majeſtic and glorious in 
the days of thy mortality and ſorrow ? it is more than 
majeſtic and beautiful now in the days of thy joy and 
and exaltatiqn :* more lovelineſs is to be ſeen in every 
view of thy divine countenance, than in infinite num- 


bers of beautiful worlds. One ſight of thee will ſet $2 
myriads of men and angels in the burning flames of 


immortal love] much was ſpoken in time of thy acts, 
glory and majeſty ; but lo the thouſandth part hath not 
been told! indeed thou art more than another beloved, 
All joy, that ever I took thee for my all and only one; 
that ever I cried heartily amen to the bleſſed bargain of 


the new covenant, and renounced my vanities and 


came unto thee; that ever I ſubjected myſelf to the 


obedience of all thy commandments ; that ever I pre- 


ferred a holy, heavenly, mortified walking in time io 


the fulfiling my vain fleſhly inclinations: fp O my © . 


riches! ſince I have thee, what can I want more! 
_ ſtrange, thou waſt deſpiſed by baſe worldlings : but 
they knew thee not ; thy raviſhing lovelineſs was hid 
from their blinded eyes; which, it they had ſeen, the 


whole race of mankind would have ran after thee : al! 


beauty, lovelineſs, and excellencies are here to be ſeen : 


much is to be ſeen in the viſible fabric of this great Th 


creation; but no manifeſtation of glory to this: who 
can deſire more, than to ſtand beſide thee? O flower 
and beauty of heaven, what are all created heavens, 
thou only art heaven thyſelf. No wander Mary Mag- 


dalen, you inordinately deſired ſuch an arm full as me 5 


+ Matthew xvii. 2. * Ifaiah liii. 11. f Hebrews xi. 25, 86. 
Luke x. 42. Matthew_xiuii. 45, 45. 5 
. | 
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dead body of this lovely Lord Jeſus ; ſince you knew 
it was, tho' a dead lump of clay, the body of the may, 
who is God, infinitely valuable: above innumerable 
glorious created heavens, What a ſweet arm full now, 
when exalted to ſuch an high pitch of glory. oh 

34. Love deſires the neareſt ſimilitude and conjuncs- - 
tion: as thou becameſt like us, aſſuming our natures, - 


g ſo haſt thou made us like thee, in ſpirit and in body. 


we are in every part transformed into thy lovely image: 
whatever was before terreſtial, is now heavenly arid 
divine.“ O thy vivifying ſpirit, that raiſed thee from 
the dead ; by whom thou haſt made us incapable of 
the leaſt change tending to corruption ! and what tho? 
it were not ſo! here is the tree of life whoſe leaves are 
medicines of mortality. Thou art the light and life 
of the higher houſe, thy ſweet, thy lively influences 
can make dead clay live eternally. O thy ſweet ſhadow, 
thy pleaſant fruit, thy raviſhing perfume, filling with 
all immortal vivacity ! Is it poſſible any thing can die 

27 No wonder I am fo 
lively who have the beams of life continually darting 
upon me: the inhabitants cannot ſay, „I am ſick, 


here is perfect ſecurity : our iniquities are blotted out, 


and quite aboliſhed. O excellent life of God, in its 


| En” rendering not only the ſpirit, but alſo the 


y, every vein, artery and ſinew active with immor- 


al vigour : for all is filled and overfilled with joy. O 


my beloved! thou art excellently termed the prince of 
lite, the reſurrection and the life. f O the power and 
ſtrength of immortality! we are become mighty, we 


have the ſtrength of an unicorn : ꝓ what was the ſtrength 
of clay to heavenly vigour ? The diſproportion betwWixt 


the excellency of the celeſtial and the terreſtial cannot 
be told: no wender wg are ſo vivacious and ſtron 


_  Gnee our earthly part is become heavenly and glorious: 


fleſh and blood is done away, as incompatible with 
G 1 f 


* x. Corin. xv. 42 43, 49. + Jobn vii. 37, 38. {lab Xii. 2. Ividie 
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ſuch . majeſty.. Theſe bodies tho ſubſtantially 27 


the ſame, yet they are quite different as to the qualities 


which are heavenly, ſpiritual and divine. Naked 


beings. conſidered as ſuch, are endowed with no excel- 
lency : it is only by ſupervenient modifications they are 
rendered intrinſically more or leſs excellent or baſe. 
Why wonder we thus? Whoſe: eſſences are clothed - 
over and perfected within and without, with ſuper- 


excellent perfections, merely heavenly and divine. 0 


the comelineſs and beauty wherewith ſoul and body is 


adorned ! O what beauty when, two excellent beauties | 
unite in one, ſweet union, pleaſant delightful fellow- - 
hip ! in the days of mortality the conſort betwixt them 


was, in a great part jarring, and unpleaſant, the one 
did obſcure the excellency of the other: but now the. 
foul in the body is like the fun thining in its, proper 
ſphere, or like the light darting thro' a perſpicuous 
body, adorned with various modefying beauties where-. 
by the rays are variouſly perfected, in their modified 
outgoings : all the properties, perfeQions, faculties, 
and actions of ſoul and body are modified and perfected 
by their ſubſtantial connexion. Indeed we have gained 


_ wonderfully by loſing our firſt excellency, which was 
_ excelled in itſelf, and glorious. and heavenly in c. 

pariſon of the ſinful condition, we precipitated ur- 
ſelves into: but was earthly, baſe in compariſon. f 
this. Who could have imagined that an earthly ani- 


mal creature, ſhould have been exalted to the ſtate f 
angels, how ſilly is man in an earthly ſtate, how ex- 
cellent in an heavenly, and hy all the power and virtue 
of the man who is infinitely. more than man. 1 
35. We are more than bleſſed who enjoy thee every 2 
way: wedrink abundantly hoth out of the fountain ane 
the ſtreams, at once being ſatiated with the refſex and 
direct emanations of thy eternal ſweetneſs, Even thou 


thyſelf art iu an incomprehenſible way delighted with © ; 
| the reflections of My glory, wherewith this beautiful | 
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all is adorned. Art thou not enamoured with thy ra- 


viſh ing image imprinted on thy ſpouſe ? * the love of 


complacency ariſes from ſimilitude : O then ſhew thy 
love to us ; our love to thee and one another! we are 


become altogether fair, by waſhing ourſelves in thy 


moſt precious blood. What can be our exerciſe thro* 


eternity but ſweet embracing : O our raviſhing ſweet 
entertainments of love, among theſe refreſhing mountains 


of roſes and ſpices! O what compellations, what love 
kiſſes! O the overcoming perfume of the vaſt moun- 


tains of myrrh and frankincenſe, the ſmell of his 
Lebanon garments, his fragrant ointments, his ſoul 


overcoming emanations ! every hour here is more than 
heaven. What joy to ſee Chriſt, and all his members 


together, in the royal palace of glory: are we not all 


gathered 4 45 theſe heavenly paſtures : and more is 
wanting. We all longed, fought, prayed, ran, groaned 
and wept to be here; and behold we are all here for 
evermore ! we helped and comforted each other in our 


vw... 


— jo urney hither; and behold we are here for evermore | 


atan and the world, our corruptions, yea often times 


ourſelves, ſtrove to hinder our courſe hither ; and yet 
wie are here for evermore lt O ſweet converſe, excel- 


lent fellowſhip, the frame of my heart, the high mo- 
tions of joy and love! O eternity, it is impoſſible thou 


canſt prove weariſome ? Ten thouſand ages ſeem not 


one hour, who can ſet forth the ſweetneſs of thy land, 


© Emanuel? It is an houſe, orchard, city, kingdom, 
world, a common wealth of moſt comely order.} _ 


6. Friends of the bridegroom, are you not over- 


joyed becauſe of his voice: F how doth he raviſh us 
with his ſFeet compellations of love! «© Our ſouls fail 


«© not when he ſpeaks ; mortality is ſwallowed up of 


4c life:”” Our well beloved and we are in thefe green 
- paſtures together: O his raviſhing ſmiles, his looks | 
of love towards us, his voice! J am inflamed : be 


* Sol. Song vi. 7. 9- + Hebrews xii. 224 24. f Pſalm cxxxilik 


John vii. 4, 6. 
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\ ſays in the boundleſs joys of his ſpirit, © Father be 
p 4 hold me and the children thou haſt, given me, are for; - 
, ever in the moſt intimate fellow ſhip of one another here 
i in theſe higheſt manſions, which I have prepared, | 
| wherein we might ſatiate our loves, throughout eter- 
| nity, according to thy promiſe.t tak ee 
We all reap the fruits of our groans and tears, afflic- Y 
tions and labours: my choſen and I are comforted. Now. +. 
the top- ſtone is put upon our everlaſting contrivance . 
free redeeming grace. Thoſe whom <ternally we choſe, 
I have effectually called in unto me, in time, and 
cauſed them ſincerely and willingly to ery, „amen, 
to the bargain of the new _covenant: a id I have 
brought them thro' a world of temptatio13, ſnares, . . 
afflictions and al! imaginable impediments, into this 
haven of everlaſting bleſſedneſs; as from eternity I 
loved them, ſo to eternity will I enjoy them ; as they: 
ſhared my ſufferings and ſorrows, ſo ſhall they partake. _ 
of my glory and joy: as J have entered into the oceans 
of bonnilleſs joys, ſo ſhall they enter alſo, - The de- 
fires of my foul are fully accompliſhed, my fair ones 
Joys are full; as their afftitions, were my afflictions, 
their ſorrows my ſorrows; ſo their joys are my joys. ) 
Behold my father, how fair, beautiful and lovely, and * 2? 
{weet I have made my ſpouſe ! ſhe is all deſirable and 
comely.; no ſpot, no blemiſh is to be found in her. 
Offended majeſty has nothing to ſay, * I have re- 
c deemed her, and waſhed her in my own blood, | 
as a monument that juſtice is pacified, and all is in 
lweet terms: as thou lookeſt upon me with infinite 
love and delight, and art well pleaſed with all my ſuf. 
ferings and actings on her account, for thy glury, G 
art thou well pleaſed with her; ſince of thine. own + 
good pleaſure from eternity, thou didſt accept of Ibs 
argain, vengeance hath nothing to exact: | and in 


+ Iſaiah Till, 17, 1. John xvii. 3, 24. 9 Jo'n xvii 2 
3 Paal ck. 4 || Iſalab liii. 5. | . | 28 44.4, 
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mine eyes they are worthy to walk in glorious robes, 
up here with me, before the throne. They kept their 
garments clean in the midſt of a filthy and polluted 
world; | they looked on all afflictions and difficulties 
as eaſy, for my name's ſake ; they ſubjected them- 
ſelves to the univerſal obedience of my command- 
ments: O how heroically have they done, for the 
"crown of life, which for ever adorns their victorious. 
Heads! + I have glorified and exalted them, as thou 
halt glorified-and exalted me; and now we are for ever 
exalted, above all our enemies: ꝓ our joys are full, 
our glory perfected, our happineſs boundleſs, our 
_ praiſes inceſſant for ever and ever. „55 
37. Men and angels, are we not all amazed and 
confounded, with this infinite love of Jeſus? What 
are we to him that he ſhould caſt one look, either of. 
love or hatred upon us? What are our thoughts? O. 
the wonderful frame of my raviſhed heart! He loves 
us, he delights in us, his eyes are fixed upon us, his 
heart is opened to us, his arms are ſtretched forth to 
us, his voice is of us, and to us, who but we? O 
my Lord ! «© what haſt thou done? O love of Jeſus! 
TI will cry thee up again and again, and for ever will. 
I cry thee up. Bleſſed I, who have ſuch a glorious. 
' aſſembly to help me, with an high eternal note of 
" praiſe! O this is life, more than joy, more than hap- 
_ pineſs, more than full ſatisfa&tion ! - | 


238. Surely they are comely, who are arrayed with 
his lovelineſs ; and what doth the ſpouſe want, that 
the bridegroom hath to give? O ſhe is endowed with 
all poſſible excellency ! this is an aſſembly of kings and 
prieſts, every one is a noble, royal, magnificent perſon ; 
all are children of the King of Kings, all are princes 
of the blood-royal of heaven; all are poſſeſſors of 

all things: here is the flower and perfection of all 
beauties connected together. This is the company - 
God hath choſen, and with which he will for ever 
I Y Phil. iii. 3. 2 Tim. iv. 7. + Rev. iii. 21. 1 Plalm cx. 1. 
ev. X xX. 14. OL * 
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dwell. ¶ And what wonder ſince our minds are illumi- 


nated by the rays of thy reſplendent and tranſcendent 
glory. No need of created light, thou art become all 


in all unto us. We wonderfully enlighten one another: I 


but all is nothing to the infinite light. O the glory of 


Fehovah, which ſhall be for ever admired, but never T 


comprehended ! how nearly and ſweetly is it commu- 
nicated to us thro' the days man Chriſt Jeſus ? And how 
richly is thy city ſtored, O Emanuel ! here are all 


manner of things, new and old, which thou haſt pre- E 


pared for thy friends. They were not fools who for- ; 
ſook all they poſſeſſed on earth to become citizens here: 
here is the abundance of alt good things, joys, delights, 


| beauties all are here in a moſt eminent and ſuper- 


abundant manner: nothing like imperfection here, na 
darkneſs, the ſun is ever in his meridian, the light of 


his countenance is ever lifted upon us; for ever doth 


he look upon us in a ſweet ſmiling, loving manner. F 
O joyful bleſſed, white radiant day of endleſs eter- 
nity!* This is the day, which hath taken its birth 
from his infinitely amiable countenance. O theſe rivers 7 
of conſolations, that make glad the city of God!?“ 
O the eternal emanations of all fulneſs, flowing from 


the throne of God and the Lamb : no mixture of crea- 1 


ture imperfections, all proceed immediately from the 
fountain! O my God, how was I tormented wih 


_ thirſtin the wilderneſs ? I was ever full of wants' and 


deſires ; but O] now I am drunk, raviſhed, filled and 
fatiated with the eternal overflowings of thy furpaſling 
fweetneſs, which run over this vaſt multitude of men 


and angels, like a mighty inundation ; | when we 


thought on the ſweet life (on earth) the inhabitants, ; 


of this higher houſe, this Jeruſalem had, we could 


not but groan forth, when ſhall the night be gone and 
the ſhadows vaniſhed, when ſhall time be out of the 

way, that I may enter into the “ pure river of the 
water of life,” and ſatiate myſelf, with all the fulneſs 


1 Pſalm xlviii. 1, 2. Rev. xxi. 10, 22. Sol. Song ii. 16, 17. 1 


Cor. xni. 8,12. + Iſiah xii. 1. Plalm cxviii. 24. || Plalm 
cxxxvii. 1. ;; 8 
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5 i . majeſty, joy and ble ſſedneſs |. 


are thy ſervants ever ſeeing thee, and beholding my | 
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« of God. C But Ol now is the joyful and White 


| fide of providence turned up; * my youth is renewed. 


like the eagles :'' I ſwim in the ocean of life Who 
can tell what raviſhing ſolace is under the branches of 


the tree of life? Divine vengeance-cannot dart, thro? : 


yet behold J fully thy countenance, O Jehovah ! we- 


face; having thy name written on our foreheads, I. 
went mourning to the grave; becauſe of my unfitneſs 


to ſerve thee on earth: but O! now I ſerve thee in as 


heavenly and divine manner as I Would: I am be- 


come altogether like thee ! I am filled with thy gloxyt- 


and thy beauty: no need to aſk, © ſhew me thy glory® 
wy face inceſſantly and eternally do I behold and 
ive. D 5 5 ; 
39. © This is Zion, the perfection of beauty, the 
Joy of the whole world: this is the city, which God 
ath made in a peculiar manner. O what glory, 


40. Are we not more than bleſſed ? United happineſs. 


| hath the greater force. O the ſweet fellowthip of 


bleſſed men and angels! all manner of enjoyments are 
here! all our natural propenſities are fully ſatisfied, 
and we are every way filled with God: as our fellow- 
ſhip with him was interrupted, imperfeck and at a 
diſtance on earth, ſo our converſe with creatures was 


. of ſmall profit: vanity (as to us) was poured out on 


all creature enjoyments; fince our faculties weie in 
a great part vitiated, our fellowthip on earth was often- 
times for the worſe, as well as the better : tor our 


converſe ſavoured ſtrongly of earth, diftering liitle from 


that of worldlings : but this is a Wonderful change, 
we look like an atiembly of kings and prieſts indeed, 


95 Pfalm xlii. ii. Ixiti. 1. exx. 8. Cul. 3. 3, 11. Pſalm xlviii. 


8. Zech. ix. 16, 17. Zepha. iii. 14, 17. Hoſca xiv. 4, 5. Ezekiel 
xxxiv. 26, 27, Jeremiah xxxi. 10, 14. Revelation xxi. 1. Iſaiah 


rmx. 17, 21. viii. 8. xIv. 11. Xxv. 1, 4, 5, 8, 9. Jxvi. 12, 14. Xii. 
IT. Iſalab xiv. 5. Rev. Xix. Iz 2. Plalin cxlix. 234. cxlyni. 12, 14. 
. CXXXli, 13. 14. | | SIT . 
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We are all in one mind, love and joy; for have we 


the mind of Chriſt. All of us reſemble advantageouſly 3 
that perfect and only pattern of holineſs, that infinite 


world of raviſhing beauty, that boundleſs ocean of 


overcoming {weetneſs, that only delight, love, ſatis- F 


faction, wonder and all of men and angels. I am like 
- thee, O my well beloved! O joy ſuperabounding joy! 


this one thought bears in its boſom, ten thouſand hea» © | 


vens. O firs, are not his glory, excellency and ſweet- 
neſs diffuſed amongſt us? We are one in Chriſt ; and 
therefore one among ourſelves, being united by the 
ſpirit of love. Thou art the head we the members, all 
treaſures of exeellency, are communicated, from thee 

unto us; as from the root to the branches, which are 
the ſame tree.* Are you not excellent then, O ye 

angels! ye were paſling excellent and only delightful, 
when encompaſſed about with innumerable infirmities; 
are you not now ſo many maſſes of excellency. and 

delight ? If when clothed with mortality, you were of 


princely and ſublime ſpirits; what are you now. 
when © mortality is ſwallowed up of life?“ Was our 


converſe ſweet in the valley of tears and ſorrows, and is 
it not more than pleaſant in this paradiſe of joys and 
delights ? Was our lamenting our diſtance from God to 


one another ſweet ? What raviſhments in our mutual 
Congratulations of theſe overflowing delights, and 


happineſs, in the immediate 228 of Jehovah, and 


the Lamb, what a golden life is this! as this full en- ; 


joyment of thee, O my God, doth ſwallow- up all 
other enjoyments; ſo doth it perfect them alſo; un- 
til our love to thee was perfected, never did we love 
one another perfectly. The more thou art loved, the 
more of thy image. Thou art the center of all my 
faculties ; all my love to ſaints and angels terminates 


in thee ; thqu haſt clothed them with thy lovelineſs, and 


they are become lovely; yea, tho' they were not yet 
lince they are the object of thy love, therefore will 1 


+ Hebrews ii. 11. 
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love them; but becauſe thou haſt loved them, thou 
- haſt made them wonderfully lovely; and therefore we 
are all kindled together, into an eternal flame! O 
what a a wonderful ſympathy ! as we ſuffered in one 
anothers afflictions, ſo do we rejoice in each others joy. 
O this ſuperabundant joy and happineſs ! ſince all your 
joy and happineſs, men and angels, are mine, even me 
they affect, I am filled with them: the happineſs of 
+ thouſands, and myriads of thouſands, are abridged in- 
to one happineſs. And how diſcovering is the light 
of thy glory ! I know every one of you in particular, 
as by name, and what was your lot on earth. When 
our converſe is more joyful, our fellowſhip ſhall be. 
paſſing excellent: the 3 are great, the objects are 


great, and great is eternity, which we have ever before 


us in our fellowſhip : we are not confined as on earth 


to days, hours, and years; but ſhall ſpeak to one 


another of his infinite excellencies again and again, 
more and more, and for ever ſpeak : and what new 
delights, ſince earth's childiſh dialect is done away. 
Words, ſentences, orations and volumes were as dark 


ſhadows, of little or no fignification. But O the pro- 
found idiom of Emanuel's country ! every word is like 
a talent, repreſenting more than ten thouſand excellent 


4+ 


volumes, in earth's language. How admirably do | 


mortality and immortality differ in all things ! cry out 


then his matchleſs praiſes, ſhall we not contend, who 


ſhall ſpeak moſt excellently of his glory, ſhall we not 


be for ever recounting his wonderful goodneſs to us, 


in time and eternity ? O raviſhing fellowſhip with men 
and angels! O more than raviſhing voice of the Son 
of God ! were it not the prerogative of glory that one 


enjoyment cannot divert from another, I thould for 
ever ſhut all my faculties againſt you O fellow erea- 


. tures ; that they might only be filled with Jeſus my 
only well beloved. Whatever I enjoy, {till I cnjoy 


thee perfeRly and fully, with whomſoever I converſe, 
_* continually I am with thee.” Thou art the begin- 
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ning, middle, end and all. 0 the eternal high | tides of 


Joys in my heart! Nothing can ſeparate me in the 1 


feaſt, from this immediate enjoyment of thee. The 


members are not hindred from receiving influences 


from the head; becauſe of their mutual commerce 
among themſelves ; reflex rays hinder not the dire& ; 


the enjoyment of the thing included eminently, hinders 


not the enjoyment of that which includes. I enjoy : 


thee, and do therefore enjoy all things: and my en- 
joyment of creatures is no new enjoyment ; but ano- 


ther manner of enjoying of thee : like the beholding | 
the light of the ſun darting thro' the moon: every one 
of us reflects the beauty, wherewith thou adorneſt 


wy” 


Ax. How do all ſmile with a raviſhing countenance, 


whether we view in time on earth, theſe preſent en- 


joyments, or their flouriſhing throughout eternity? _. 


The conſideration of God's wonderful providences in 


time, will fill the thoughts with endleſs admiration. 
I am raviſhed, in looking back into infinite perfections | 
before all ages? Here there is ever a further; but it is 


according to finite conception, to look upon thee, as 


paſt, preſent, and to come. Thou art eminently all 8 3 
things, yet not formally and in their own proper na 


ture: we change every moment, and have ftill new 


actings; becauſe we are finite beings ;“ whatever 


have neither beginning middle nor end; which are but 
one ſimple act, the ſame with thyſelf, tho' virtually 


and equivalently it contains in its boſom innumerable 
acts, even as thy everlaſtingneſs, innumerable days, 
years, and ages. Who can enough admire thy ſim- 
. plicity ?- All thy excellencies are but one excellency, _ 
equivalent unto infinite worlds of excellencies.. 0 
what a bleſſed life have we, ** dwelling in God,” the 
Almighty, all ſufficient Jehovah, in whom is contained 
infinite varieties of all joys, pleaſures, ſweetneſs, con- 


James i. 17. 
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tents, | beauties, and glories, in a tranſcendent, ' emi. 
nent and moſt perfect manner. O happy II Who 
have ſuch an infinite boundleſs one in all perfections, 
to be my portion! O thou art infinite, eternal, un- 
changeable in thy wiſdom, power, holineſs, juſtice, 
* and truth. Everlaſting raviſnments, he who 
oveth us is unchangeable !+ O then thy ſmiles are ever- 
laſting. Our happineſs is eternal ; it is joy upon joy, 
to conſider this life can have no period; it hath neither 
middle, progreſs nor end, it ſhall be always beginning, 
and ever alike far from the period of my joys and hap- 
pineſs ; ever in this ſame raviſhed, Ke frame 
of divine love and joy, I am juſt now into! it ſhall: be 
ever high tide ! O more than happineſs ! it overflows. 
its banks ; it is much I bear this joy! O my joys, ye 
are of an immortal duration! O thou excellent well. 
beloved, now thou haſt with eternity crowned all my 
happineſs ! to think ever to be disjoined from thee, 
would imbitter all the preſent ſweetneſs ; the greater 
the enjoyment, the greater the loſs. Temporary en- 
Joyments affect me not; what will have an end, will 
be as if it had not been. Never ſo many ages are no- 
thing in the minds of elevated creatures: only brutes 
are taken with time. Nothing is real and ſubſtantial, 
but what is enduring: nothing vain and empty now: 
all things here ſhall be in the ſelf ſame ſtate, we are 
now in, Soare all things in hell alſo. The faſhion 
of this world ſhall never paſs away: all is now ſolid 
and enduring ; vanity is for ever baniſhed out of the 
- "univerſe ; all things ſhall be for ever as they are. O0 
my joys tho' you were low, yet the thoughts of your 
eternal permanency may cauſe you to ſwell over your 
banks. O glory | how maſly art thou, not glittering | 
now, and anon vanithed. O the more enduring ſub- | 
© ſtance, the kingdom 1mmoveable ! theſe everlaſting - | 
arms encircle us eternally. O real, ſolid, ſubſtantial, | 
1 Ifaiah xxvi. 4. Micha v. ii. + Pſalm cxlvi, 10. cxxv. 1. W. 
31. cii. 28. Plalm xci. 16. Ixxiii. 26. 50 3 
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enduring portion! indeed, thou art the rock of ages. 
All the innumerable ages pal preſent and to come, do 
roll upon thee as their foundation.| O my paſiing, 
happineſs ſhall have no end ; life and marrow of all 
joys | J ſhall be ever with thee, O moſt lovely well-. 
beloved! ſome tranſient glimpſes of thy glory and 
lovelineſs upon my ſoul, was an heaven upon earth: 
but O, the permanent and full out lettings of thy, 
beauty, ſweetneſs and excellencies, are more than ten 
thouſand heavens of happineſs! I am here dwellin 
within the boundleſs circle of eternity! O ſweet for 
evermore, only becauſe of my ſweeteſt well-beloved- 
whom I fully and eternally enjoy! what good would 
my life do unto me, were I not to enjoy him, thro” 
eternal ages? I account it an invaluable happineſs to 
receive one love-kiſs, from thy ſweeteſt mouth, its 
wonderful impreſſion would leave a paſſing raviſhing 
ſweetneſs ; throughout endleſs evermore : one ſight of 
thy only excellent beauty, one ſmell of thy fragrant 
raviſhing garments, one love ſmile of thy overcoming __ 
lovely — tranſcendently excells the height of all 
creature enjoyments. Any thing of thee, my match- 
leſs one, 1s of incomparable excellency ; thy very. 
frowns are inconceivably ſweet, becauſe thine. *' *# 
« 442. Thy kingdom, O Emanuel, is an everlaſting _ 
kingdom. The ſceptre of glory doſt thou ſway to all 
generations. 115 when time days came to a period, 
and thou hadſt put down all rule and authority and 
power, thou dial deliver up the commiſſion of govern- 
ing the church, and bringing the world back to thy 
father; and art ſubject as days. man betwixt God and 
creatures, that God may only fill the faculties of men 
and angels, with his uncreated ſweetneſs: yet as 
days-man thou art for ever king, prieſt and prophet of 
thy choſen; the eternal e and angels: thou 
ar- the great Lord mediator, the crowned King of . 
E. . 1 
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Zion for ever and ever; we are under thee ſo may 
crowned kings, but thou art exalted above all. f O 
Plant of .renown, men and angels are as ſo many bran- 
ches ingrafted into thee eternally, or elſe we ſhould in 
a moment wither ; to ail eternity we ſtand in need of 
a days- man, we are not able eternally to ſtand on our own 
legs: neither are we able to behold God ſo fully and 
familiarly, as in the face of Emanuel the white and 
the ruddy ! and what amazing dignity men and angels, 
for us to reign over all, as co-heirs with this eſſential 
Heir of all things. Dol reign with thee O King of 
Kings, wonderful! * Earthly kingdoms and princi—- 
Palities, were vaniſhing vapours and vanities! the 
ſhields of the earth, were but bits of half dead clay, 
breathing for a few hours, and then returned to duit 
again: no wonder he loaded the baſeſt of men with 
the greateſt portion of clay: ſuch a dunghill was a fit 
pon for dunghill worms: no wonder he gave ſo 
ittle of earth to his choſen ; ſuch gifts are below 


«vine, ſublime and heavenly ſpirits. Sirs, have we 
not been ordained for things far better than earths. ſilly 
glory? It was not our father's will we: ſhould be 

troubled with many nothings : much clay would have 

clogged us in our way. He knew beſt what was good + 
for us who cut us ſhort of creature enjoyments. What 
have we loſt who have received gold for clay, diamonds 
for flints, ſolid ſatisfaction for vexing vanities, heaven 

for carth, eternity for time, all things for nothing. 

All glory to him who ſis upon the throne, and the 

| Lamb. Let the crown eternally flouriſh on the head 
of the purchaſer of ſuch ſuperabundant happineſs. O 
le great things we have eſcaped, the great things we 

w have attained ; and were theſe joys purchaſed by ſor- 
= row, this golden life by a ſhameful and cruel death, 
tis glory by ſhame and contempt, this reſt by labour, 

this exaltation by ſubmiſſion? O the price! every fight 
+ Luke i. 32, 33. Pſalm ixx xvii. 19, 27, 29. Ixxii. 11, 16. 
Revelation 11, 26, 27. g 
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of the man who is God, would over value, and over- 
buy ten thouſand worlds. O my happineſs! thou art 


of infinite value, tho' thou wert not a thouſandth part ? 
of what thou art.* What can we thy eternally bound i 


debtors do but eternally cry aloud thy excellency : and 

the more we praiſe thee, the more our obligation grows 

upon our hand Ol let us ever in this manner run our- 

ſelves into thy debt. No greater liberty, no higher 

prerogative, than to be eternally obliged debtors to oy 43 
2 


free redeeming, exalting grace. O ! ſhall I not praiſ 


thee my redeemer ? Boundleſs <ternity ſhall be filled 
with thy praiſes ; my happineſs and life is immortal, 
and my praiſing is ſo too: O this high praiſing frame! 
nothing but raviſhing hallelujahs throughout eternity. 
This is a frame altogether inconceivable, wholly in- 
expreſhble. _ 25 LY 

43. Even the ſmall. breathings of theſe full gales 
of the ſpirit that blows ſtrongly in this higher region, 
falling down upon the land of grace, filled my 3 
with paſſing ſweetneſs. . O! let all creatures in all 
pou of thy dominions ſhout forth thy excellencies, 


Let me behold thy name ſet on high, and my deſires 
are accompliſhed. I am raviſhed with thy ſweetneſs, 


thy overcoming lovelineſs ! this is heaven, even gloty 
come down to grace's region? Or, what can be glory Þ 
more? but now I clearly find theſe have been but the 


firſt fruits, fome drops falling from this boundleſs 
ocean ;, and no wonder little ſeemed exceeding great 
to alittle child ; then I could not be capable of 
in its perfection and bloom. I he ground ſufficient tg 
bear a tree, in its firſt ariſing thro' the earth, would 


glory, 


not be able to bear the leaſt branch when it attained its 
perfect pitch. Yet the remembrance of thy* ways to 
me in my childhood, is full of delight. How . thou 


baſt brought thy ſons to glory, is an cternal wonder, 
O to think of the wonderful diſcoveries of thyſelf to 
PL e Pfalm cxvi. 12. + Pfalm lvii. 7. 
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weak mortals ! whence thou didſt evidence, that thou 
douldſt ſhew forth thine excellency by weakneſs and 
RE emptineſs. I lived ſome times, when a blockiſh mortal, 


rather by ſight than faith. O the ſtrange diſcoveries 
of thy infinite beauty; from whence aroſe high flam- 


ing love, then zeal, for ſetting thee on high far above 


all. Continually was thy praiſes in my mouth: I deſired 
that all I thought ſpake ordid, ſhould tend to thy glory : 


e for whom are all things.” How tormented was 1 


on earth to ſee ſo few extolling thee : to ſee almoſt 
6 all minding their own things, and very few thine. 
How vexed was I that my heart was ſo ſhallow, and 


my faculties ſo unfit for gloritying thee | Therefore 1 


longed to be here to praiſe thee aright, before this 
glorious aſſembly. How oft did I cry out, O to be 
an inſtrument of his ſuperexcellent glory. Let me be 
eternally confounded, (abſtract from ſinning) if thereby 
his excellency may be manifeſted. What are all 
creatures to him? Let him be exalted, let him be 

raiſed, tho' we be abaſed for evermore. O the in- 
expreſſible ſweetneſs, my ſoul finds in praiſing thee ! 


in the boſom of this divine exerciſe is contained a great 


reward. It is both the work and the wages, it is hap- 
pineſs to extol thee ; it is only hell not to be for thy 
glory. O praiſe him for ever praiſe him all his 
Works. It is a light thing that thou alone ſhouldſt 
praiſe him O filly I ! O when ſhall I ſtand among the 
innumerable aflembly of praiſers? And tell and hear 
told over thine acts, glory, wiſdom and infinite excel- 


tencies for ever and ever. Thou haſt given unto me 


all the deſires of my heart: now, I am in the land of 
praiſes, in the-midſt of you O glorious creatures, who 
tor ever ſing forth hallelujahs, to him that fits upon 
the throne, and the Lamb! the weakneſs of mor- 
tality cauſed ſmall ſtirrings to appear high and mighty 
overflowings. O Glory! thou art indeed ſubſtantial 


ad madth. Since glory cannot fully delineate thy ex- 


$7224 + 2 Car. 1. 20. ; 
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** T behold thy amiable countenance to the full ha 


heart, the wonderful 2 of love! nothing was 


known, or felt until now: I have heard ſome rumour. 


of thee ; but now I behold and perceive, that all poſ- 
ſible creatures, exalted-to the higheſt pitch of excel- 
tency, can never be able to praiſe thee to the-full: even 
becauſe of this I will — thee, that thou art in- 
finitely above all praiſes. Wert thou not infinite, thou 
ſhouldſt not be the eternal object of my praiſes. 
Created enjoyments cannot ſatiate for ever. Hw am 
I overjoyed, thou haſt thus fitted me for ſetting thee 
on high! I am lifted up in my capacity, alm [lt infi⸗ 
nite ſtages above the higheſt, pitch of mortality: this 
1s another manner of praiſing than that which was 
found in mortality's tents ; our ſongs can be only 
learned by thoſe who have attained the height, of 
| wiſdom ; even thoſe Who are . filled with the fulneſs 
« of God:“ what are finite things in the way of our 
conceptions? Weare paſt from the low conceptions of 
mortals : earth's idiom, in it's higheſt ſtrain, compoſed 
and divided in all poſſible ways or pourtrayed down i 

as many books, as would fill the creation, ſhould n 

expreſs in the thouſandth part, ſo much of the ex- 


cellency of our never enough exalted one, as one ſen- 
tence of this ſong of glory. What is expreſſed by 


dull ſound, or tuned out in black and white is not now 
worth noticing; yet had I no other way of ny a. 
thy excellency, I would be for ever writing longs of 
thy matchlefs praiſes, that all the beholders might in 
ſome meaſure, conjecture the high thoughts of my 
heart. Were the oceans of * greater than ten 
thouſand worlds, and paper and pens conformable 


_ thereto, I ſhould ſoon exhault them in writing new 
ſongs of thy matchleſs praiſes; and yet the thoughts 
of my elevated heart, thould not in the leaſt. be di- 


miniſhed; 7 ſhould . an ctarpal pl Fung, * 


Ia 


O God of glory; and, O the enlargement of my 
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inditing new matter, ever ſending forth new ſtreams 
of praiſes, what wonder? IT am filled with thine 


Image : I behold thee face to face, and therefore ſee 


more and more of thee to all eternity. Ever ſhall I 


have, new diſcoveries, and yet for ever the ſame ; „for 


I behold thee as thou art. What wonder we are in ſuch a 


high praiſing frame ? O bleſſed ones ! whobeing framed 


fo capacious,' to receive the full emanations of his in- 


finite glory and ſweetneſs, ſtand continually in his im- 
mediate fellowſhip. Are we not raviſhed in praiſing ? 
Tis the only happineſs to be thus exerciſed : the only 
miſery to have the faculties exerciſed in other things. 
No monſter equal to a creature careleſs of thy glory 
you abominable prodiges of nature, who, are not for 
extolling your creator, preſerver and benefactor; can 
the deſperateneſs of your ſtate be told ? Should you not 
eternally praiſe him? He is the potter, you are the 
clay ; he is the -abſolute ſovereign, you his eternal 


bound vaſſals: all that you are and have. is of him. If 


f 


ou are miſerable it is only of yourſelves. Nothing from 
him but that which is good. He is a pure maſs of 
holineſs, excellency and defirableneſs. O curſed 
deſperate, aſtonifhing frame l to have the heart hardened 
againſt the original of all joys and bleſſedneſs. Thous 
fand times happy I, who am thus conformed to the 
divine nature. O this ſweet frame of heart! I am 
altogether for praifes, this is the land of ' praiſes, the 


Whole aſſembly reſounds with praiſes. O my bleſſed 


ears! which are eternally filled with the melodious 
raptures of Emanuel's raviſhing world. Is it poſſible 
forrows can enter here ? All is filled with ſuperabound- 
ing joys: every where thy beauty is fully manifeſted. 
Let us dive deep, look and look again, ever ſhall we 
find new matter for love fongs. Doth not a ſweet 
willing conſtraint lie upon us to-praiſe thee * Inunda- 
tions of all neſs do flow out of thee, O inex- 
hauſtible ocean of all excellency: and muſt they not in- 
ceſſantly run back to thee again? Yea who can but 


A GLIMPSE OF GLORY: 532 
extol thee, O all ſufficient Jehovah ! becauſe thou art 
eſſentially beautiful and excellent. W hat tho' little 
of thy goodneſs were let forth on creatures; the ma- 
nifeſtation of thy goodneſs to creatures adds juſt nothing 
to thee : whether thou create, or not create one crea- 
ture or a world, or millions of worlds, all is the fame: 
to thee. Thou art infinitely above the praiſes or 
blaſphemies of creatures; thy glory is unchangeable, 
before all ages did thy infinite perfe&ions ſhine. forthy 
in the ſame infinite ſplendor. So that in the fulneſs of 
time, when it pleaſed thee to ſhew forth thy glory, in 
the production and adorning of finite beings; nothing 
in the leaſt was added to thy boundleſs excellency: thy 
creating was the manifeſtation of what was from 
eternity; not the bringing forth of what was not at 
all ; as when'the ſun ſhould-dart forth his light, which 
before he kept within himſelf ; or a box of precious 
ointment, when broken ſends forth a perfume, which 
before lay hidden. 175; 3390088 96h 
And what haſt thou manifeſted on creatures, to th 
which thou mighteſt, if ſo it had pleaſed thy ſovereign 
will? What is this world exiſtent, but as a vaſt ocean 
might let forth one drop, when it might pour forth 
millions of ſhowers for ever and ever? what are theſe 
handful of creatures, unto theſe vaſt numherleſs armies, 
eminently contained within the compaſs of thine infinite 
power? Whence thy dominion over things that are not 
created is greater, than over things that are: from all 
eternity thou hadſt the ſovereign diſpoſition of all 
poſſible beings, and they are for ever at thy beck. Hadſt 
thou determined never to create a creature, thy power 
and ſovereignty ſhould ever have ſhined forth in as full 
a ſplendor, in order to theſe ſelf ſame creatures ex+ 
iſtent as now it doth: to reſtrain a being from exiſting, 
or to cauſe it to exit, are alike acts of infinite ſove- 
— Men and angels ſhall we not cry up the in- 
ochprehenſible excellency of our God? What can we 
contribute even to his declarative glory? Are we any 
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thing to the infinite armies in the womb of Om- 


nipotency? And yet hath. he appointed us the only 
criers-up of his praiſes ; the only ſpectators, through- 
out all ages. O how inconceivable are thy ways ! haſt 
thou choſen theſe few out from among innumerable 


armies of excellent creatures, contained within the 


boſom of thy excellency ? Mighteſt thou not have 


numberleſs worlds of men and angels juſt now ſerving 


thee, and not one of us exiſtent ? How is abſolute ſove- 


reignty and free gracediſplayed every where? Creation 
is an act of free 2 and goodneſs. O ! thou Whole 


handy work of God, how oughteſt thou to praiſe thy 
ſovereign Lord? You ſun, moon and ſtars for ever 
exalt him, who conferred upon you an everlaſting 
being, paſling by an infinite number of others; and 
only you hath he choſen as never ending monuments of 
his tranſcendent excellency. Thou earth, with thy 
various beauties praiſe thy creator, who hath appointed 
thee an eternal monument of his juſtice and merey, 
palling by innumerable others. O thou glorious and 
majeſtic heavens, ſing forth the praiſes of thy Almighty 
former: tho' thou art the flower of this vaſt all, what 
art thou to thoſe innumerable heavens, Jehovah could 


produce? Thou whole creation, tho'. thou art exact 


in number weight and meaſure, what art thou to that 
incomprehenſible Jehovah can effect? What are you, 
O all ye creatures? You are every way within the 
limits of his infinite power: yea, tho' it were not fo, 
one blaſt of his noſtrils, would confound you in a mo- 


ment to _— Down with your glory before him, 


all creatures acknowledge your eternal ſovereiggg. ſhall 
not eternity reſound with his inceſſant praiſes, ſhall 
not this great all be ever rejoicing and praiſing, ſhall 
not the earth clap its hands, the heavens leap tor joy” 
before him who hath formed them eternal monuments 


of his ſuperexcellent glory? This is the only world 
God hath been pleaſed to make, from eternity to eter- 
nity there is nd other, neither ſhall this undergo changes 
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any more ;* but an eternal ſpring tide, an endleſs ſum- 
mer, an inceſſant harveſt ſhall remain. This is a 
golden world ; all things have a ſmiling countenance, 
wickedneſs fhall triumph no more. Thou lower 
world how art thou looſed from that bitter ſervitude to 
the filth and offscouring of all things ;. being the ſtage 
of horrid rebellion againſt thy great former; the place 
were created enjoyments / were preferred to that fulneſs 
of all ſweetneſs in the all u Keient Jehovah. Our 
eyes behold what we believed, and hoped for: “0 
« glorious new heaven and new earth, wherein dwel- 
<<[eth righteouſneſs !” are we not now maſters of all thro? 
the heir of all things, do we inherit all things; all 
things before were ours in title, now they are ours in 
full poſſeſſion ; for our minority is expired. ; 
44. Your folly is even manifeſt to yourſelves, curſed 
worldlings, who imagined us fools, who laid our hope 
and confidence on the great promiſes of the Almighty ;: 
all that he ever promiſed unto us he hath performed 
more than to the full. Our eye is clear as the noon 
day, we ſhine forth and are as the morning : our fleſh 
is freſher than a childs, and we return unto the days 
of our youth.]] Vile wretches, tho' your everlaſting 
dungeon is ſituated within the verge of that dunghill, 
you heretofore adored; yet you ſhall never ſet your 
heads within this glorious fabric, but ſhall abide for 
ever in utter darkneſs : ye poſſeſſed the earth for a 
moment, and carried yourſelves as if all had been yours, 
bearing down the excellent ones of the earth : but now 
we have you under our feet for evermore. Now it is 
manifeſt who were the true heirs of the earth: now it 
is clear who were truly excellent. W hat think ye now 
of your © pleaſures of {in for a ſeaſon? ¶ Tho' your 
excellency might ſeem to mount up to the heavens ; 
and your heads reach unto the clouds; yet are you 
» Genelis vill. 21. 22. + Job xx. 5; 9. Pſalm exii. 6. || Pſalm 


exxi. 5, 8. Iſaiah Ixv. 13 14, 17. Rev. Xi. 1, 4. 1 Job xxvii. 18. 
x xiv. 19, 24. 
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periſhed for ever: you are fled away as a dream, and 
are not found ; all darkneſs is hid in your ſecret places, 
a fire not blown hath conſumed you. T | 
45. All joys! how doth the glory of, mercy and 
ſpotleſs juſtice ſhine forth before the eyes of all? 
Within the limits of time; ſome ſmall forerunners 
there were of what we now moſt evidently behold. 
How didſt thou drown almoſt a whole generation for 
their iniquity, how didft thou make thine earth to de- 
vour and ſwallow up thy rebellious blaſphemers ; yea- 
in all ages thou haſt brought down ſignal ſtrokes of thy 
diſpleaſure on a vile world ; burning up their cities, 
deſtroying their fields, and making their curſed ear- 
caſes to be like dung upon the face of the earth: * and 
every ſtroke of thy vengeance was mercy to thy choſen ; 
for how often haſt thon compelled thy ſworn enemies 
to come bending to thy people: fuch were ſmall ſkir- 
miſhes, and partial victories over parties of thy foes. 
Since earth by thy appointment, was the place, where 
every one was to act their part, in order to eternity; 
and the wicked to fill up their cup of wrath againſt 
this eternal day of wrath. Is not hell a part of our 
heaven? Is not the diſplay of the banner of Juſtice, 
matter of eternal exultation? By the horrid rebellion of 
"wicked men and devils, thou didſt appear to be robb'd 
of that honour and glory due to thee from all thy crea- 
tures. How doth thy excellency for ever break out 
from under the clouds that ſeemed to darken it hereto- 


fore? Thy vile enemies thro' thy long ſuffering paſſed 


on in their rebellion, ſome time unpuniſhed : nay. in 
their abominable ways; thro' thy wonderful provi- 
dence, they proſpered, they lived, they became old; 
yea were mighty in power. | O golden year of jubilee! 


1 Job xviii 12, 18. Nahum i. 2,8. Pſalm cxlv. 9, 19, 16. Pſalm 
cxlii. 9. IxXiii, 7, cxliii. 0. cxl. g, TO, 13. CXXIX. 2. 5, 6. xcii, Jo 
Pſalm Ixxx1v. 11, 12. xxii. 4. XXX1. 7, 23, XXX. 5. Xxiii. 6. Pfalm 
vin. 11. | Job, xxi. 8. 9, 13. Eccle, ii. 14. Job ix. 22, $3. Eccle. 
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hidden things of darkneſs are 
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855 * 
wherein every thing is reduced to its (oe order, . 
every man rewarded according to his work ; the moſt 
faid open : the innocency 
of the righteous, and the perverſeneſs of the wither” | 
are laid open before all. All things are in a right order 
now. No more to be ſeen exalted folly or debaſed 
wiſdom; the hiſtrionick fancies of riches, and titular 
honours are quite done away : fools ſhall no more rule 
over the wiſe. Heroic ſpirits eternally poſſeſs the ſtate 
of princes ; and laviſh ſpirits are bound in everlaſting ' 
chains of darkneſs. How doth the equity of thy pro- 
ceedings appear, O righteous God ! what tho' mon- 
ſtrous reprobates roar out their horrid blaſphemies 
againſt thy ſpotleſs holineſs !* what Joy to behold truth 
vindicated from all the horrid aſperſions of helliſn 
monſters. I'm overjoyed, in hearing the everlaſting 
howlings of the haters of the Almighty, what a plea- 
{ant melody are they in mine ears! O eternal hallelu- 
jahs to God and the Lamb! O ſweet ! my heart is ſa- 
tisfied. We committed our cauſe to thee, that judgeſt 
righteouſly; and behold thou haſt fully pleaded our 
cauſe ; and ſhalt make the ſmoke. of their torment 
for ever and ever to aſcend in our ſight :# curſed crea- 
tures, your conſciences tell you the equity of Jehovah's 
ways. Are you not the creatures that baniſhed God 
out of your thoughts: being given up to a reprobate 
mind, hardened againſt your great former and preſer- 
ver : are you not almoſt worthy of divine vengeance, 
who hate your creator, and preferred your baſe ſelves ' 
before him; who in the midit of his bounty, when he 
gave you abundance of created enjoyments, contemned 
and abhorred him? who are fo deſperately mad 
againſt that infinite original of all goodneſs, that tho” 
he ſhould remove from you his juſt puniſhments, and 
reſtore unto you your former enjoyments ; yet ſhould 
you ſtand out ungratefully againſt him. O horrid 
monſtroſity ! that which might be known of God was 


; : * 
* Habakkuk i. 13. + Pſalm cxix. 137. 12 Theſs. i. 9. 
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2 | A GLIMPSE OF GLORY, 


manifeſted unto you: even your own ſelves being 


Judges, vile wretches, is not your lot ſuitable to your 
abominable nature, which ſhewed itſelf in your way of 


walking in time. The characters of a Gly were fo 
written on your heart, that it was impoſſible to can- 


cel them, yet ye ſacrilegiouſly. ſtrove to eradicate ſuch 


noble draughts, written by the finger of God: and 
baniſhed from your minds the thoughts of his mercies, 
or judgments : ſelf and only ſelf was the ultimate 
center of all your deſigns and projects: whence yo 
preferred the enjoyment of creatures, before that o 
the all-ſufficient creator; eſteeming it a more deſira- 
ble lot to live in the midſt of earthly riches, honours 
and pleaſures, than in an. immediate fellowſhip with 
od. Andis it not moſt juſt, that he ſhould remove 
thoſe enjoyments, you baſely placed in his room ? Your 
own glory was more deſigned by you than his; and 
ſhould not he confound, and put to ſhame the nothing 
beings, you adored and ſet above him? What ſhoul 
he do otherwiſe unto you, monſtrous wretches? Should 
he reſtore the enjoyments you uſed againſt him? Should 
he cut you off to nothing, who have deſired to be his 
eternal enemies, and would have eſſential eternity de- 
ſtroyed, did you not care to ſee his cauſe and people 
debaſed, and is it not moſt juſt, you be ſpectacles of 
ſhame and vileneſs throughout eternity, would you be 
above the moſt high, and ſhould ye not lie under his 
feet, while his glory remains, are you ſtated enemies 
againſt him, and may not your adverſary uſe his power 
againſt you, and tread you under his feet as you would 


do to him, if your power did anſwer your abominable 


will, do you curſe him, and want . to 

acknowledge your madneſs, and are ſo « Fane 

hardened againſt him, that ye would deſpiſe and blaſ- 

pheme mercy, even mercy offered unto you, and is it 

not moſt juſt you continue for ever in that molt terrible 

condition ? No wonder your conſciences gnaw you ſo 
Rom. i. 20, 25. . 
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A GLIMPSE OF GLORY. | = 


fearfully : you cannot but be dreadfully affrighted at 
your monſtrous ſelves 3; God in his equity having fa 
wonderfully ſtamped your faculties; as that vou are 
able to underſtand. your own:wickedneſs moſt clearly 
and fully. Your wickedneſs in time was at its bud, 


now it is at its height; the ſmell of hell was upon 
you even then, but '*now!you'are ſo many black 
lumps of death and hell, caſt into the lake of fire. 


you were not afraid to ſpeak irreverently. of him; now 
you directly (O monſtrous madneſs) curſe him to his 
face.* Did you hate the lovely image of God, and is 
it not moſt juſt, the remainders thereof you had on earth 
be quite aboliſned? Some lovelineſs, ſome excellency 
you were endowed with, 'thro' the "creators bounty: 
now you are ſtript of all, and are nothing but vile lumps 


of deformity. Your torments on earth might have 


raiſed compaſſion in the hearts of fellow creatures, 
but now your malice and deformity is ſo monſtrous, 
that you cannot become objects of-compaſſion : no, the 
beholding of the ſmoke of your torment is a paſſing 
delight. O my God, thou art not the cauſe of their 
9 ruin, tho' they blaſphemouſly father it upon 
thee. Curſed wretches, who hath turned your hearts 
againſt God, hath he turned them againſt himſelf this 
is repugnant; or was he obliged to hinder your rebel - 
lion; or to turn your minds again towards him, when 
you fought againſt him with all your ſtrength, ſoul and 
mind ? e 15 
46. How glorioully doth thine abſolute ſovereignty 
ſhine forth in all thy ways ! {becauſe, ſo it pleaſed thee, 
will abundantly anſwer all queſtions concerning thy 
proceedings. Why are we here, ſuch and ſuch by 
name ? © Becauſe it pleaſed thee.” We that are praiſ- 
ing thee, might have been thy eternal blaſphemers; and 
thoſe who are curling thee, might have been thy eternal 
praiſers : but abſolute fovereignty would have it other. 


Math. XXV. 29. + Plalm cxlv. 17. + Rev. iv. 11. 
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A'GLIMPSE OF GLORY. 


wiſe. That all things are thus, is becauſe of thy free 
will: theſe creatures might have been in another ſtate; 
or others in their room, or none at all if ſo it had pleaſed 


thee. All the external lots of time, the moſt contin- 
gent things were external draughts of abſolute ſove- 
reignty. f Wicked men and devils have mightly en- 


deavoured, to obſcure the glory of thy abſolute ſove- 


reignty, by aſcribing indeterminate and abſolute ſove- 
reignty to intellectual agents, over their actions: ſtupid 
madneſs! are not all things at thy beck ?* Tho thou 
art not the cauſe of ſuch a monſter as ſin; yet ſin 
could not have entered within thy creation, without 
thy infinite counſel; its exiſtency or non- exiſtency was 
at thy diſpoſal.ꝓ Mayeſt thou not do in thine own 
things what thou wilt? Blaſphemous miſcreants, your 
blaſphemies redoung to his glory; for. this were you 
created, that his abſolute ſovereignty might be clearly 


manifeſted over you, the veſſels of wrath fitted to 


s deſtruction;“ and that ſovereignty caſt in juſtice 
mould: ſo that ye moſt deſervedly undergo eternal 
wrath : he ſhall have eternal glory over you, O haters 
of his glory | theſe beings of yours are ſo many ever- 
ſtanding monuments of his raviſhing perfections. 9 


here is my heart ſatisfied ; ſince the diſputers of thy 


ways are eternally confounded. Roar out now your 
blaſphemies, vile creatures; you are indeed in your 


enemy's hand, divine juſtice hath overtaken you: every 
billow of vengeance, that runs over your ſoul and 


body might daſh to nothing ten thouſand worlds. But 
he holds you up with one hand, and daſhes you with 
the other, ſtrong influences for ſuſtaining a being, are 
ever ſhowered down upon you. Why ſtrive you againſt 
him filly bits of nothing ?C Shall creatures ſhape thce 
out, according to their finite conceptions, ſhall the. 

think to comprehend thy ways, art thou not altogether 


? 


+ Pſalm cxv. 1. * Pſalm exv. 3. Prov. xxi. 1. Jobſix. 5. x11. 24, 


25. + Rom. ix. 18, 27. Rom. Xi. 33. 36. T Job, xxxiii. 13, 
XXXIV, 10, 11, 23. 1%. 17, 8. ix. 12. XI. 7. | | 
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wonderful in thy working O infinite, what compre- 
hendeth infinite excellency, except an infinite under- 
ſtanding, ſhall we not be ever diving further and fur- 
ther and yet beginning to dive? were thou, and thy 
« goings out from eternity, comprehenſible by us, 
then wert thou not God, the infinite Jehovah : thou 
dwelleſt in light, which no man can approach unto, 
thou art he whom no man hath ſeen, or can fee. Can 
we ſtoop low enough before thy throne, what are 
beings of yeſterday to thee, what are never fo many 
worlds before thee, ſhall empty nothings quarrel at 
what they cannot comprehend ? O boundleſs ocean 
of all perfections! we are for ever ſwallowed up in 
thy infinite fulneſs. O ſuperabundancy of happineſs 
and joy, more than perfect ſatisfaction in the fal ac- 
compliſhment of all our deſires, more than ſweetneſs, 
ſurpaſſing all ſweetneſs, heaven, glory, how maſly, 
ſolid, real and ſubſtantially enduring art thou! O only 
life, marrow, flower and vigour of all lives ; life of be- 
holding, praiſing, rejoicing and wondering, life of 
raviſhments, life of living; life of lives | 
. - 47. What ſpeak we men and angels, of the limits 
of divine power, what talk we of his manifeſting his 
excellency in one or many or {innumerable worlds, is 
it not manifeſted} to the uttermoſt ? the production of 
millions of armies of creatures can add nothing there- 
to: ſince the manifeſtation of God in the fleſh is the 
principal deſign of eternity; and all other manifeſta-" 
tions are in order to this. There ſtands one among us 
all, who is the firſt born of every creature, exiſtent or 
poſſible: Here is the man in whom is viſible to be ſeen 
ſuch glory, majeſty, lovelineſs, ſweetneſs, compaſſion, 
mercy, juſtice, wiſdom, and all treaſures of overflaw-; 
ing fulneſs of excellency, in ſuch an incomprehenſible, 
tranſcendent, eminent, and ſuperabundant manner 
that all the beholders are overwhelmed in a ſea of de- 
125 4 Ifaiah Iv; 8. xl. 13, 14 17. 44384. eee © 145 
L 2 
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lightſome raviſhments for evermore. Couldſt thou, 
O my God, manifeſt thyſelf more clearly, familiarly, 
ſweetly, condeſcendingly ? Away with other worlds; 
this is the only one, ſince my all lovely well-beloved 
dwells here. Thy beauty my fair one, darts round 
about thee, and fills this world with paſſing glory; 
yea, were this world myriads of myriads of ſtages, - 


greater than it is, one ray of thy countenance, one 


glance of thine eye would enlighten and adorn it all. 
What tho' we could view, and comprehend at once 


thouſands of created paradiſes of beauty; one fight of 


thy God like viſage would ſwallow up all. Angels, 
had you ſuch a ſweet manifeſtation of divine beauty 
in the beginning as now, is not our. heaven two hea- 
vens? Since the effential image of God ſtandeth here, 
clothed with the human nature, as our everlaſting 
king, prieſt and prophet, the great Lord Mediator of 
the new covenant, the boundleſs treaſure of all ful- 
neſs, out of which we ſliall all be filled and ſatiate for 
evei more. Are we not as it were conſtrained betwixt 
ſtanding back and drawing near? Theſe who beheld; 
thee, what can they think of themſelves, yet who can 
ſee and take reſt untib they be folded in thy raviſhing. 
embraces ? Verily thou art both the ſhame. and glory, 
of creatures: created excellency is exalted in thee, 
to the higheſt pitch; and all created excellency is beau- 
tified and obſcured before thee. This is the man by 
whom all things in heaven and earth do flouriſh and 
bloom: this is the tree of life, the great vine of glory, 
into which we are all ingrafted, as ſo many boughs and. 
twigs ; all the glory of his fathers houſe hangs upon 
him, the offspring and the iſſue, as ſo many chips and 
ieces darting out of him. This is he, in whom we: 
fave been ordained to this bleſſedneſs from eternity: 
this is he who was promiſed to the people, under the 


firſt diſpenſation of the goſpel, who was held forth by 


types and ſhadows unto them, This is he by whom 


' A GLIMPSE OF GLORY. | 65 


the carnal and beggarly elements of this world were 
deſtroyed, the goſpel diſpenſation brought in, the hand 
writing of the law cancell'd ; the veil betwixt Jew 
and gentile was rent aſunder, the nations were ingrafted 
into the old ſtock of the peculiar people; the àbſtruſe 
ſecrets of eternity were opened, the kingdoms were 
ſhaken, the princes of the earth were ſet up and 
pulled down; the church was preſerved, and flouriſned 
in deſpite of all the world.“ This is he whom nothing 
could overcome, he entered the liſts with death and 
hell, and gave them an eternal foil: ſo that they lie 
under his feet, and the feet of his choſen for ever and 
ever. Could ten thouſand deaths overcome him, were 
not wicked men and devils fools, that imagined to bind 
him with any ties, would chains greater than many 
worlds? What would infinite numbers of mountains 
of braſs, be to hold him down that he riſe not again? 
How did this Lion of the tribe of Judah, rouſe him- 
ſelf from the ſleep of death, like a mighty man after 
wine, and made, heaven, earth and all to quake! 
who but the ſtandard bearer among ten thouſand, the 
prince of the kings of the earth, the mighty captain 
of the Lord's hoſt could have done ſo valiantly? Thou 
only has done heroically, O well- beloved! You little | - 
heroes of time your magnanimity and heroic actions 
vaniſh here; even tho' you had done all you did, in 
your own ſtrength and not by his; t yet what have 
ye done? Could you have trodden the wine preſs alone, 
and drank the cup of the wrathof the Almighty, from 
brim to bottom; could you have ſtood in the gap, when 
infinite and eternal vengeance, like a mighty flood, 
wasruſhing in upon rebellious mankind? Who elſe 
could have turned back the mighty current of ſuch 
floods of wrath, pacified offended majeſty, bringing 
rebels to ſtoop, and be received into mercy and favor 


* Habakkuk iii. 1g. Iſaiab Ixiii. 3, ix. 6, 7. Dauiel ii. 34, age 
7 Heb, xi. 33» 34 | 
| 3 
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65. A GLIMPSE, OF GLORY, 


again, who other could have given hell ſuch a blow, that 
3 ihall never be able to riſe, and raiſed men and angels 
to ſuch a pitch, that they never ſhall fall?“ Who other 
could have opened the gates of this celeſtial paradiſe, 
ſhut upon baſe man, and exalted him by a thouſand 
ſages, to more glory and excellency than he fell from? 
Thou art all in all, thou art matchleſs, O well- 


beloved! no more compariſons betwixt thee and crea- 


tures. Hide yourſelves, and be confounded all lower 


excellencies : be ye ſilent all creatures, when he begins, 


to ſpeak ; cover your faces all you little glories and 
beauties,. when he doth ſhew his face: you are no- 


thing, you are vanity compared to him; he is all. 
things. T Thou art not O heaven of heavens, worthy. 


to be a foot-ſtool for his glorious feet. Infinite worlds 
elevated one upon another were too low for him totread 
upon. What are you, men and angels that you ſhould. 
thus ſtand beſide him, that you ſhould ſet your heads 
within that world he is pleaſed to dwell in, did he not 
wonderfully condeſcend, you might run out without 
the very creation, what is our ſtrength and beauty, on 
whole legs do we ſtand, are we able for one moment, 
to perſevere in our integrity without him, ſhould we 
not all become deformed, and fall into fin, did he 
draw into himſelf what he darts forth? How is this 
paradiſe of God planted with goodly trees, bloſſoming 
and flouriſhing with an eternal verdure! but did they 
not receive ſap and life, and all from this golden branch 
of the ſtem of Jeſſe, how in a moment would their 
golden bloſſoms wither, their fruit fall off, their leaves 
ow and their root dry up ! it is ten heavens of joy, 
O well-beloved, to know that thy love is unchangeable z 
and that thoſe that are united to thee, by faith in time, 
and immediate beholding in eternity, ſhall never be 
disjoined from thee, but ſhall ever remain clofe locked 
in the arms of eternal love. What are your thoughts 
© ye ranſomed ones, of this aſtoniſhing diſpenſation, 
| | * Plalm lxviii. a8, + Coloſs. i. 119. 
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what an inconceivable tranſportation is this! that any 
of the curſed ſtock of mankind ſhould be adopted co- 
heirs with the eſſential heir of all things!“ it was not 
thy purpoſe dread ſovereign that any ſhould inherit 
glory, thro' their own obedience : a world of work 
ing was but for a time, that this of all-together free 
grace might ſhine forth more gloriouſly. Free grace's 
banner is the only pavilion, we ſhould for ever abide 
under. How greatly did the devil befool himſelf, in 
endeavouring to obſcure the glory of his maker, by the 


rebellion of man, was he not herein an inſtrument ia 


the hands of the great ſovereign, whereby he made 
way for his chief and only purpoſe, what would out 
bleſſedneſs have been, to what it now is, if we had 
wanted thee O Emanuel, the man of God's right 


hand, the very breath of our noſtrils; our eternal 


ſongs would not have been ſo melodious, the praiſes of 
free redeeming grace would not have been heard: 
glory to the Lamb that was {lain and lives for ever, 
would never have been ſung. No worlds to this world, 
no happineſs like this happineſs, this is the flower and 
top of all poſlible diſpenſations: here is a confluence 


of innumerable providences, that ſhall never be com- 


prehended.F How evidently do I now ſee that thy 
love paſſeth all underſtanding, that thy ways are innu- 

merable and thy thoughts unſearchable l my eyes arg 
fixed eternally upon thee, O flower of all beauty and 


lovelineſs ! thou art the center. whereto all deſirableneſs _ 


and excellency betakes itſelf: in beholding thee I be- 
hold all things. Thou art love diſcovered to the full, 
mercy Gear: —— IP in its higheſt perfection, judgment 
and righteouſneſs viſibly in its full ſplendor: what have 

we which is not in thee, and what can creatures want 
which is not in thee ? Shall we not, O enjoyers be 
ſatisfied, beautified, raviſhed and bleſt for Evermore 
with that infinite fulneſs of all excellency, which, 


cor. i. 30. Ephe. i. go 10. + Plalm al. 35. 
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68 ACLIuSE OF GLORY. + 


dwells in him. If it was wonderful in time, it is 


now ten thouſand times more ſo, when the bright day 


4 eternity hath broken up. If a ſight of this by faith 


was raviſhing, I am now paſſed all the limits of ſuch 
er O this frame, glory, glory, thou art maſſy 
indeed 5 1 Js 7 


48. Immortality, glory, praiſe and dominion to the 


higheſt that ever it pleaſed him, thus to communicate 
himfelf to us : that he ever purpoſed in himſelf to give 
unto us the eternal ſon of his delights, as our everlaſting 
days-man, redeemer, huſband, head, Lord and all 
things. To have enjoyed thee, according to the firſt 
difpenſation, had been unſpeakable happinefs ; but to 
be chofen in Chriſt is overflowing happineſs. O! were 
we predeſtinated to be —. to the image of thy 
ſon, which in time was begun and is now perfected 
any tincture of thee, O well- beloved, any perfume of 
thy garments is paſſing glorious and excellent. O then 
thouſand times bleſſed I ! who am clothed with the 
robes of thy righteouſneſs, the garments of thy beauty; 
who am filled with thy likeneſs, and ſweetneſs, adorned 
with thy lovelineſs, decked with thy raviſhing graces. 
I am like thee ! here is all my happineſs. *Lhis thy 
raviſhing image, was begun in me in time ; and now 
thou haſt brought it to the high bloom and perfection. 


W hat paſling joys ! to think how thou haſt made me 


grow up, from my childhood, to this manly conſtitu- 
tion ; thou haſt made me grow, until thou haſt tranſ- 
planted me from thy lower garden of grace to thy 
higher paradiſe of glory ! once | was a {mall fhrub, 


ſcarcely to be diſcernedfrom the bafe thorns and briers, 
that overgrew the earth: but now I am thro' thy in- 


finite excellency a mighty and flouriſhing cedar, in this 


higher Lebanon. Strange! how haſt thou brought me 
to this glorious condition, and ſtill from lefler to 


greater; until I have arrived at perfection. And thus 


+ John i. 14, 16. iii. 33, 34. 1 Tim. iii. 16. + Proyerbs iv. 1& 


Job viii. 7. Xi. 47. Pſalm xx xvii. 6. 
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hath been thy way, in all thy proceedings. How 
ſmall was thy church at the beginning, how few in 


number among the numerous multitude of mankind ;z 
yet how didft thou increaſe and multiply her, as the 
ſand on the ſea ſhore, in deſpite of devils and wicked 
men rt Thou waſt of no reputation in the eyes of a 
ſtupid world, who are only affected with external 
ſhews : how didſt thou make thy goſpel to go thro 
the world without any earthly pomp or obſervation. ! 
ſo that the wiſe men of the world for a long time did 
not notice it, yet did thy name break forth before all 
nations: the whole world ſpake of thy glory. ꝓ How 
vain hath the judgment of worldlings proved; who 
deſpiſed the ſeeds of glory, ſown in the hearts of his 
choſen, they conſidered not the noon-day brightneſs 
ſucceeding the dawning : fools were only taken with 


what filled their ſenſes : tranſitory glory was a dying 


„blaze.“ It is eternally gone! the baſtard's portion 
did flouriſh, and ſeemed to eclipſe the children's for 
a moment; becauſe then was the baſtards harveſt, 
but the childrens ſeed time; becauſe thou wouldeſt 
ſhew that thou couldſt lead thy children, in their wo 

and childiſh eſtate into this kingdom, thro' fighting, 
wreſtling and great oppoſition of all kinds : whereby 
our eternal ſong is drawn up higher in e 
wonderful providence, in bringing us to glory. What 
aſtoniſhing things do I behold, concerning my pil- 
grimage which then I could not perceive! O time 
thou filleſt eternity with admiration. Wonderful 1 
thou broughteſt us not hither at the firſt production 
of our beings : and was an inch of time a prelude to 
eternity, did .a moments fighting uſher in an eternal 
triumphing ; a life of faith, a life of beholding; 2 
ſmall intercourſe by letters and love tokens, an eternal 
full and naked enjoyment ? O wonderful ſweet dif 
penſation ! O pleaſant agreement of divine providences 
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67 A CLIMPSE or GLORY. 


and all linked together in the moſt comely order ! what 
an excellent connection between time and eternity, 
what joy to be viewing them both at once, and com- 
paring them together ? It is wonderful to conſider the 
difference betwixt the working of thy fpirit upon me 
now, and then together! It was the day ſtar that aroſe 
then in my heart! now all is fully illuminated. I am 
laced under the full rays of thy glory. How is this 
bang of mine filled with thy divine nature. All is 
perfected, O my elevated faculties ! all my accompliſh- 
ments in time, are ſo perfected, as they are ſwak 
lowed up : and fo may be ſaid to be done away, as 
a ſmall drop, by the arrival of a mighty ocean. What 
higher happineſs than thus to reſemble thee? O Ful- 
neſs of all happineſs, ever flouriſhing ſtate of joys! 
every moment 1s a golden life, every day is. ten thou- 
ſand heavens of bleſſedneſs. EY 
49. This is the day of our king's eſpoufals, and 
the day of the gladneſs of our hearts; this is the day 
we longed, ſighed, prayed, weeped and wreſtled for. 
And may not every minute obliterate millions of ages 
of forrow and tormenting labour ; this is the day 
wherein it is ever morn, ever noon-Cay, but never 
declining fhade. You ſorrows, griefs, labours, ycu 
cannot enter here this thrice bleffed day of eternity! 
it is our marriage day, the day of the gladneſs of our 
hearts. No nights, weeks, months, or ages; all is 
the fame. Eternity is but one day; the day of the 
great conſumation of the match, betwixt our glorious 
bridegroom and us. In time we were betrothed unto 
him, by the mediation of his ambaſſadors, and there 
paſſed love tokens, as a ſeal of the willingneſs of the 
parties; and ſuch were ſufficient until the full accom- 
pliſhment. Now we are met together in this mar- 
riage hall of glory, prepared for the folemnizing this 
eternal marriage. All are now in the marriage robes. 
Attendants of the bridegroom, you are majeſtically 
arrayed, as it well becomes the miniſters of ſo mags 


A. GLIMTSE OF GLORY. 1 
nificent a prince. O! how doth the father of the 
prince the bridegroom, appear in his glory and majeſty, 
what wonderful manifeſtations of Jehovah are here, 
how is the bridegroom adorned, O my head, my huſ- 
band! how haſt thou arrayed thyſelf in thy royal and 
gorgeous apparel ; thou appeareſt indeed like a prince 
on his marriage day, O but thy garment is far changed. 
Thou haſt caſt from thee the baſe garb of mortality, 
that in a great part obſcured thy matchleſs glory and 
lovelineſs, and haſt decked thyſelf with ravithing di- 
vine majeſty and lovelineſs, as with a garment. "Thou. 
ſought and wooed thy bride in a low and contemptible 
equipage ; thou madeſt it known thou couldit draw. 
hearts to thee, in the moſt low and deſpicable conditi- 
on: it would not have been ſa wonderful, if thou hadſt 
allured, and gained conſent in thy royal and majeſlic 
eſtate. But here is the wonder | yet no wonder: 
ſince lowneſs, weakneſs, ſhame and contempt cannot 
but change their nature, and become exaltation, vigour, 

glory, and renown ; if once thou aſſume them. But. 
now thou art altogether gloriouſly arrayed, ſuitable to 
the perſon and the day. O thy beauty, the raviſhing 
perfume of thine apparel !* the very perfume of his 
raiment is two heavens ! what ſweetneſs then to ſtand - ' 
within the place filled with ſuch raviſhing fragrancy |. 
but O! to be ever thus, in an eternal act of marrying, 
eſpouſing, embracing, kiſſing and ſull communications 
of love, is ten thouſand lives of ſatisfaction, ten thou- 
ſand worlds of perfect bleſſedneſs, all in one maſs. 
Who but Chriſt and us! how hath he arrayed us, ac- 
cording to his grandeur and excellency ; all is em- 
broidered with gold and gems; every diamond, ruby, 
and ſapphire tranſcends by innumerable ſtages, the 


ſun of the lower world, ſhining in its ſtrength. And 


doth not this great ALL appear in joyful apparel, as 

befitting the eſpouſals of ſo. glorious a couple. All 

things dance and ſound forth melodiouily, our epithalami- 
. * Pſalm xlv. 8. : 


1 


oy A GLIMPSE OF GLORY: ' 
um ! whata life is this, ever to be marrying; ever to 
be at the marriage feaſt, ever to be entering the bed of 
love! the feaſt is furniſhed with all delights, it ra- 
viſhes every moment, and throughout all eternity ! 
O what variety, what efficacy in every delicate ! every 
one ſatiates for ever; and yet delights are ever renewed! 
this land is nothing but a table furniſhed with all 
abundance of fruits always. All milk, fpices, and 
delights every where ſuperabound continually. And in 
what a raviſhing manner doſt thou invite? f This is a 
day of . and rejoicing; this is the day of the 
accompliſhment of all our deſires. The pomp of this 
day is glorious indeed! Verily my God, thou haſt 


made us as happy as can be! this diſpenſation inconceiv- 1 
ably tranſcends all other, this delight and love is ever 8 
blooming and green! O this ſweet and delightſome e 
bed of love! one ſight and ſmell of it afar off is raviſh- . 
ing. It is ſtrewed all over with ever flouriſhing roſes b 
and lilies, with infinite kinds of odoriferous and beau- K 
tiful flowers, of infinite varieties and virtues; all my 11 
faculties are overfilled with all manner of delight and * 
ſweetneſs : this is the wine of glory, O enjoyers, of al 
wonderful efficacy ; who can endure to pull the cup kt 
from the mouth? And yet every draught doth ſatiate of 
to the full. And it is endowed with all poſlible virtues, th 
its ſpirits fill all the faculties and powers with an . 
immortal vigor, an unſpeakable ſweetneſs and fur- Wi 
paſſing joys, great things haſt thou prepared O well * 
beloved, far above all our conceptions ! it ſhall be he 
my never ending exerciſe, to be ſatiated and raviſſed 
with thine uncreated ſweetneſs: if my clofing with 4 
thee when abſent was paſſing joytul, how ſhall I no.] ] / pla 
rejoice and exult in folemnizing the bargain, in he 
ſatiating myſelf for ever with fully manifeſted loves, on 
in this bed of love! the wooing time ſeemed ſhort l 
and inconſiderable; O the marriage is wonderfully ms 


glorious and excellent! what eſteemed a baſe Werd 


4 


+ Sol. Song v. 1. 


„ 


W P 


* 


of thy great call ? When thou didſt ſend thine. ambaſſa- 
dors to call them unto this everlaſting 1155 3 how 
did they flight ſuch. an aſtoniſhing diſpenſation, as a 
well invented farce, and turned themſelves wholly to' 


their earthly enjoyments, as being the only real things 


which affected their brutiſh minds? Do you not now” 
ſee your deſperate madneſs, O vile worldlings ? Is not 
your apprehenſion wonderfully changed? Did you 
ſlight the ſweet invitations of the Almighty to ſuch 


| boundleſs happineſs ?. Well, you ſhall never taſte it to 


all eternity, You have gotten your choice, a momen- 
tary enjoyment oſ earth have you received: this bound- 
leſs joy you never cared for. If you have done wiſely, 
rejoice therein throughꝭut eternity. O happy I, that 
ever I gave up my name among the number of thy 
eſpouſed ones! 
„ take thee” for my Lord, head and huſband,  O 
bleſſed choice ! thouſand times bleſſed choice! had I 
known in time how happy a bargain I had made, I 
{ſhould have been overjoyed unto death, and yet there 
was great difficulty to get the children of men to ſay 
amen, to fuch an advantageous bargain ?, Didſt thou 
knock and knock again, ( well-beloved/*at the doors. 
of our hearts before we would heartily accept, didſt 
thou argue, beſeech, threaten, and weep for a conſent, 
we ſhould have thought that one ſerious invitation, 
would have been enough for all mankind ; O blockiſh 
mortality, ſtupid, brutiſh madneſs! thou haſt not cauſe” 
here to exalt thyſelf, O empty ſelf, who deſpiſed and 
overlooked ſo much this glorious match: who ſtood 
more, out againſt theſe glorious offers? Didſt thou not 
play faſt and looſe with Jeſus, as all others? When 
he: ſaw he could not prevail with thee more than 
others (all mankind being alike in their original)* He 
tilled thine heart ere thou waſt aware with his overcom- 
ing love and ſweetneſs : thou waſt hearing the ſound 

f * Sol. * v. 4. So | | 


4% That ever thou inclined my heart to 
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fa A GLIMPSE OF CLORY: 
of this goſpel in a dead and natural way, but he breathed 


upon all thy faculties and ſaid unto thee live; and thou 


aroſe from the dead, and heard and ſaw wonders in 
the goſpel, that blind ſtupid worldlings could never 
perceive ; had he ſuffered thee to follow thy natural in- 
clinations, thou hadſt marched on to endleſs deſtruction, 
contrary to all his loving invitations. Nay but ſince 
from eternity he had choſen thee, of his own' good 
pleaſure out of the maſs of mankind, he could not but 
manifeſt his love to thee, in time in a ſpecial manner ; 
and theretore he paſt from entreaty to raviſhments, and 
drew thee with ſuch ſtrong cords of love, that thou. 
couldſt not but yield. O my holy one, no creature 
can reſiſt thy overcoming beauty: when thou darteſt 
forth thy love, all is ſet on fire; helt and death could 
not reſiſt thee. Thou haſt ever been drawing ſinners 
up to this great marriage in heaven ; and now we are, 
all within the bed of love. Love,] nothing but kiſſes, 
but eternal embraces! men and angels is it poffible we 
can be more happy? What can creatures have more? 
Is there any more ſweet and lovely than the chief of 
ten thouſand, can there be any greater and nearer 
fellowſhip with him than this? He is our moſt intimate 
friend; weſpeak with him face to face. Nay, he is 
Our brother, near of blood unto us; we will eternally 
Kiſs, and ſhall not be aſhamed ;. nay he is one with us, 
our huſband, as he is one with the father, one in na- 
ture, ſpirit, mind, and affection: „ he is ours and we 
are his. O what great communications of love ſhall 
we eternally be filled with, are you not chanting forth 
marriage ſongs, O ye angels! are ye not for ever in- 
venting love ſongs of your matchleſs bridegroom, O ye 
ſaints l O thou whole creation of God art thou not in 
a ſmiling exulting poſture, and is not all this glory and 
bleſſedneſs the object of your grief and ſorrow, ye 
vile miſcreants, are you gnaſhing your teeth thro" 
torment, ſorrow and-envy, when the whole creation 
claps its hands with exceeding joy, is it not more juſt 
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A GLIMPSE OF GLORY. 2s 


you ſhould be the curſe and deriſion of all? You judged 
yourſelves unworthy of this boundleſs happineſs, and 


are you not juſtly ſhut olit from the joytul marriage 


ſupper of the Lamb? No more crying come unto 
« the marriage: All is paſt and done, nothing to 
do; all things continue in this very condition they are 
in. O now! who but Jehovah and the Lamb, and 


his ſpouſe? Who are now the maſters of all, who 


are now the eternal triumphers ? Behold, men and 
angels, your king and head, and well-beloved in his 
royal robes, withſuch a maſſy diadem of glory on his 
majeſtic head, as would cruth in pieces ten thouſand © 
myriads of worlds: every ruby of his crown tranſcends 
all valuation ; the diamonds and N for ever dazzle 
the eyes of the beholders : all the ſpectators are amazed 
and confounded; they ſparkle and ray forth beauty 
and lovelineſs throughout all generations. 

Is it poſſible you can reſtrain your eyes, O ſpeQators! 


mult not all your faculties bend thither eternally, who 


can expreſs the thoughts of his heart, who can tell 
what he clearly beholds, who can behold enough what 
appears moſt evident? This is the ſight, the only fight! 

what greater happineſs O prince of glory, than to 
follow thee, witherſoever thou goeſt? What glory to 


run after thy chariot in this day of thy glory and 


power. What honour to bear up thy train, in this thy 
marriage day! follow thee thro' innumerable worlds, 
never to be disjoined from thee. O ftrange world, won- 
derful eſtate, ever to be triumphing, ever to be marry- 
ing, ever to be ſolacing in the paradiſe of loves, ever 
to be riding in the chariot of honour !* is not this a 


majeſtic chariot, that contains ſuch a great company 


of kings and prieſts ? What a life is this! thus to ride 
in the chariot with the great king of glory, whoſe 
goings forth have been from eternity ! is this the 
honour of the ſaints, is this the glory we heard and 
4 Sol. Song iii. 9, 10. + 
1 | 
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46 A CLIMPSE OF GLORY. 


ſpoke ſo much of on earth, is this the accompli ſh ment 


of my expectations? This is more than ever I could 


aſk or think; thus to triumph, in at the golden 
gates of this city, up and down its golden ſtreets, along 
the border of this pure river of living water, over- 
ſhadowed with this delightſome tree of life ! 

aſtoniſhing exaltation, O filly I, art not thou highly 
exalted ? It was much thou couldſt expect this, but 
more thou canſt bear it. One beam of thy infinite ex- 
cellency O my well-beloved, hath a wonderful efficacy, 
that can render dunghill wretches of ſuch ſublime royal 
ſpirits, as that they can carry bravely the higheſt exal- 
tation and glory! thou art worthy O flower of excel- 
lency, thus for ever to ride gloriouſly, and all thy re- 
deemed ones after thee, thou fought and overcame, and 
fo all ſhali be crowned with immortal glory and honour, 
thou art pleafed to caſt thy favor upon: thou wooed and 
ſought thy bride thro' labour pain, fhame, ſorrow, and 
death, tho' deformed and vile, and flighting all the ma- 
niſeſtations of thine infinite love; and thou ſhalt deck 
and beautify her, and be delighted in her eternally :- O 
this ſweet union and communion, O the mutual com- 
pellations of vehement and mutual love i ſtrong 
burning love requires the neareſt enjoyment. O what 
a green and blooming is this! we are raviſhed with the 
love of eſpouſals! throughout eternity every hour is as 
the firſt hour, every enjoyment as the firſt enjoyment ! 
all is like the lilies, roſes and paradiſe flowers round 
about us, that laugh and ſmile with an immortal verdure! 
dance eternally thou whole creation of God ; let the 
"manifeſtations of thy joy be for ever manifeſted : re- 


Joice for ever in theſe wonderful glorious eſpouſals of 


the Lamb; for upon every part of thee hath its excel- 
Tencyan influence. Had Jehovah ſo admirably adorned 
thee, O thou heaven of heavens, were it not for the 
glory and majeſty of theſe everlaſting eſpouſals, would 


ke have adorned thee with ſuch glorious manſions, i: . 


+ Sol, Song iv. I, 12. vi. 3. vii. 11. viii. 1, 3, 6. 
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it had not been for the glory and delight of his bride, 
would the mountains of myrrh and frankincenſe been 
filled with ſuch paſling raviſhments, all the gardens: 
of love with ſuch rarities of beauties, would the walls, 
the houſes and ſtreets, be made ſo wonderfully delight 
ſome and excellent, were it not for the honour and 
delight of ſuch a glorious couple, wouldſt thou be re- 
newed after ſuch a glorious manner, O thou lower: 
world, were it not that thy maker will haye all ſmile 
and appear in a joyful and marriage apparel in this 


day of the boundleſs joys of his heart? O joyful crea: 
tion of God, my heart overflows with raviſhments. 


O flower and excellency of all lives, higheſt top of 
all felicity, boundleſs oceans of eternal raviſhments! 

50. O bleſſed ſelf that reſts fo ſweetly in the arms of 
thy eternal well-beloved ! thy head lies in his boſom :. 
the heat and life ariſing from his flaming heart hath a 
virtue which would cauſe death and ſorrow to live and 
be cheerful, Hell and devils, tho' I were in the midſt 
of you all, I would not fear you, who reſt within: 


theſe invincible arms. You flower and excellency of 


all creature beauty and lovelineſs, you could nat allure. 
me, to leave for one moment this raviſhing repoſe. 


This was a counterpoiſe in all thy difficulties thro' the. 


valley of tears: the forethoughts of. this added ſtrength 
and cotirage in all thy faintings and infirmities: the 
hope of this ſweet reit hath not been vain, had I had 
ſuitable apprehenſions thereof, how valiant had I been 


for the truth upon the earth, how ſhould Lever have con- 


tended to the uttermoſt, for the ſmalleſt things of my 
well-beloved, I ſhould have raiſed up againit me the 
tongues and opprobriums of the moſt excellent ſaints on 
earth; I ſhould have been ſo courageous and zealous, 
for his intereſts, that L ſhould have proved a man of 
contention, in the pureſt times; the threatnings and 
mockings of either friend or foe, would not have been; 


M 3. 


” 


regarded by me: but I ſhould have ſo carried mylelf,; 
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that I ſcarce ſhould have eſcaped puniſhmentin the beſt 


of times; I ſhould have acted to admiration, I ſhould 


have run and fought ever with joy unſpeakable and 
glorious : can there be greater bleſſedneſs than to dwell 
within theſe arms of love? My labour, grief, and 
ſorrow hath been nothing! one moments repoſe in thy 


boſom, would ſwallow up ten thouſand ages of labour, 


in and ſorrow. Now I need no more pray for kiſſes, 
will alfo kiſs and be ever drawing ſweetneſs from 
theſe bleſſed lips; for we ſhall never change this bleſſed 
poſture. . No need to charge any, that my beloved be 
not provoked to ariſe till he pleaſe. I am overjoyed that 
all, ſinning and vanity is done away, which did much 


ſeparate us: O ſweet thou haſt made me pleaſant and 


deſirable in thine eyes, I can deſire no more, for I am 


lovely and delightſome in the eyes of my Lord the 


King: rejoice and be glad in what is thine own: 
drink again of that ſweetneſs, wherewith thou haſt 
filled me : be delighted always with this lovelineſs, L 
am partaker of by thy bounty and favour. . Let mine 
eyes for ever raviſh thee : for ever dart forth rays of 
lovelineſs upon me, and be ſatisfied with my breaſts at 
all times. My bleſſedneſs can be no greater :* wonder 
and be greatly amazed O all creatures; the eternal one 


and yeſterday beings are for ever in the :nutual delights 


of love, in the raviſhing folaces of one another ! dive 
eternally men and angels, and yet you ſhall be infinitely 
further from this abyſs of wonders. Who can com- 
prehend this exaltation, who can conceive this conde- 
ſcention, what think you that Ged and creatures 


converſe ſo familiarly together; what think you, that 


he is our brother and our huſband, one like us, with 
us, for us, one raviſhed with our fellowſhip for ever 


more! who can ſhow the thoughts of his raviſhed 


heart, who can fully reflect on the aſtoniſhed apprhen- 
ſions of his elevated mind, haſt thou not ſhawn what 


7-8 Zephaniah iii. 17. Soh, Song vii. 20. e 


/ 


infinite power can do, how low infinite love can ſtops 


— 
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how high infinite bounty can exalt, how wonderfully - 
infinite excellency can make beautiful and excellent # 
O my faculties ! you ſhall be ever filled with aſtoniſn- 
ment; ever ſatiated with his uncreated ſweetneſs 4 
can I ſuffer any want in thy boſom O fountain of ex- 
cellency ? I ſhall be filled, who am ſet down beſide 
this well of living water, under the boughs of the 
tree of life, whoſe delicious fruits are for ever falling 
upon me, I am ſatiate with thy love my fair one; ſome | 
limpſes thereof on earth were raviſhing, wonderfully | 
above what the abundance of corn and wine could | 
produce : the report of thy excellency and glory filled 
the heart with paſſing ſweetneſs : thy raviſhing emana- 
tions cannot be contained within this large land; but 
had influence upon the lower world, cauſing many of 
the inhabitants to be deeply in love with thee, and 
pleaſethee in all things : fought againſt all oppoſition, 
endeavoured to the uttermoſt, for exalting thy glory, 
and continued in a longing frame, to behold thee face 
to face: and ſo remained faithful unto the death. Thy 
lovers are never ſatiate, til they have thee in their 
arms: the enjoyment of thee afar off is raviſhing ſweet, 
and cannot but cauſe the beholders to run with all their 
might, until they be at thee, even in thine eternal em- 
braces. O my life, O ſweet for evermore! + 47? 2 
51. All creatures live according to the capacity of 
their being, but no life to that which is divine! the 
animal life is dead and dark, and without efficacy and 
beauty: the intellectual is a low and baſe 9 2 but 
this life of glory doth only excel all other excellencies. 
All other lives are ſwallowed up here | that which is 
m part, — is done away, by that which is 
the perfection of excellency. O my lovely one thou 
art indeed the prince of life ! thou art the life of all the 
inhabitants of this majeſtic city: didſt thou withdraw 
what thou haſt communicated, ſhould we not be ſo 
many lumpsof death and deformity : thou art my all in 
Al, my fair one l thou art my life and vigour of all my 
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Joys and deſires. That divine life, by which thou eter- 
nally liveſt, haſt thou breathed into me; ſo that Lam 
become inconceivably above a living ſoul, or an in- 
tellectual creature: this noble divine life didſt thou 
communicate unto me, in my dead and ſenſual condi- 
tion, but in a ſmall meaſure, that it was much ob- 
ſoured by fin and corruption, then being the time of 
childhood and wreſtling : but it hath grown more and. 
more, until it hath overtoped, and ſwallowed up all 
other lives? So that now I am filled with all thy ful- 
neſs, even thy nature, image, and excellency haſt thou 
fully impreſſed upon me: ſo that, as thou art, ſo am 
I, O ſecure eſtate | Chriſt is my life, is not then my 
life eternal? My life lies in the fountain, and ſhall it 
not be ever in its vigour and full ſtrength : other 
lives are like ſmall drops, ſeparated from the ocean, 
and may evaniſh : how ſoon did animal, rational and 
intellectual lives fall from their native conſtitution ; 
nothing permanent which is not divine ; nothing ever- 
laſting, which lies not immediately without the mixture 


1 * _- 


„ A cms was wk . „ 


0 
of creature imperfections: the nearer thee the ſafer; the \ 
farther off thee, the more dangerous: to be quite cut 1 
off from thee, is perfect and only milery, Curſed t 
men and angels have no other influence from the foun- 4 
tain, but that which preſerves their natural beings, in 0 
their natural operations. f O well- beloved, I am filled 0 
with all thy fulneſs. O my life! now I live for. c 
evermore | | | 9 5 5 7 

52. All things are ſwallowed up in thy infinite ex- 0 
cellencies ! created enjoyments are cried down; times * 
and days are for ever fled away: all things are immediately 8 
ſubjected to Jehovah, even the Son himſelf. All will, Ce 
all authority is put down, no ſubordinations among 60 
creatures; one thing ſtands not in need of another; 60 
every thing would be as it is, tho' all other creatures 60 
were done away : all flouriſh by the immediate rays of c 
the ſun of righteouſneſs; God doth not maintain all © 


4+ Ad Xii. 28. Col. iii. ab " 
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creatures without the concurrence of creatures: no 
connections of ſecond cauſes, no dependencies of one 
creature upon another: natures world 15 quite aboliſh 
ed; the conditions of beings are altogether changed: 
yet all things do agree in ſweet order: all are indepen- 
dent, yet all conſpire in one; the bond of love betwixt 
all is ſtrong and immortal; the mutual aſpects of all 


are pleaſant and ſuperabounding in beings accompliſhed, 


every one in their own meaſure, immediately froth 
the 1 of all perfections. You creature beauties 
the full emanations of your lovelineſs and ſweetnefs 


are ever darted upon me with delight; yet I am 
happy to the uttermoſt, whether I enjoy you or not: 


time was when I could not well have wanted you: but 
now whether I enjoy you or not, I am ever the ſame, 
being filled with his eternal ſweetneſs : you are the 
ornaments of my great inheritance, but no addition 
thereunto. And art thou my God become all unto me? 
The want of my earthly enjoyments is a gain, that 
cannot be told! how have I been vexed and wearied 


with being occupied about vain empty, „ 


-nothings ! fo that I was glad of a borrowed viſion o 
| thee, of a reflex maniteſtation of thy glory and excel- | 


lency: and was ſo covered over with thadows, that 1 
could neither order right expreſſions nor conceptions, 
becauſe of darkneſs. How. oft have I bemoaned, 
“when ſhall the day dawn and the ſhadows'fly away; 
« that I may be filled with his glory? This fight of 
“ his beauty, this taſte of his ſweetneſs is tormenting, 


* as well as delightſome; I cannot reſt until I get full 


«© enjoyment : ſtill I would have more and more of 


©. God, until I be filled with all his fulneſs : but Oh! 
I cannot + ten thouſand things ſtand in betwixt me 
and him, thro” this earthly and ſinful ſtate; ſo that 
* am ofttimes ſo confuſed and diſordered, that I can 
t delire nothing at all: how doth'this poor life depend 


every moment on ten thouſand things ! here am 1 


* diverted thro mortality by every thing that comes 


— 


- * », 
— 2 - * 
EE „ 


3 
3 ä —— = 
e 


== 
3 


* : * —— 
4% £8 r < = Sf — OI. 
8 5 ; * — — * 3 2 _ 
OE —ͤ RT TIE — S r r r K Et 4 
A je —— > . 2 Pad — 155 G 3 8 2 - : * * GIS . r 
3 r _—_— 1 wa LEFT — 5 — = - f — 8 => 
—— < 7 7 - mn 8 * — - 3 3 2 = 43 1 * F f 4 - 
1 1 * A * 8 — r Meri KEI — T * 2 
CS Is — — — a Py = pak * ä — 4 — — — . oe Woe. + — er eng. — 
ah — IL LEES 8 22 \ y Ly === N. S A xg 8 r E31 Eb $8 — — - — 
E nM ae ER Soma * pope EN ee I SI 
— x > a= 5s rs Ce — — 4 . TASTE —.— : y 4 = as 
- a : = "FEI . — a 
* 2 — — 


> a1 —_— 4 - 
„ 


* 
— FP, oY Q 2; 1 
— I = OY 
„ A COR, 


_" 
FS . — 

2 — aa =P 
FAS: ne ET ESE 
S 
7 — — 2 . Es 

— Py 8 mY — 
. 


== 
* 
7 


— 
—— —— —— 


82 
— p 


a Fs > 
mY — p16 mt © 


K 
* * 

r 
* x as 

— = i py 
7 "a 

* 7 4 7 


* 2 1 2 
6 


land, thou art an excellent habitation ; how ſwee ny 


> A GLIMPSE OF GLORY. 


« in my way; innumerable creatures having a com- 
c manding diverting influence over me: muſt I be 
« ever eating, drinking, ſleeping and converſing in 
“ this or that trifle, muſt I draw conſolations from 
ce this aud that and the other creature, and have a 
« fellowſhip with my God, by means and ordinances, 
de which have the tincture and ſavour of imperfection, 
& and are not the conduits ſo corrupt, that they imbitter 
6 my enjoyments, and are often ſo ſtopt, that I am al- 
c moſt dead for want. How am I drawn aſide hither and 
* thither ; this fleeble fleſh being apt to receive new im- 
„ preflions, every moment from every thing that 
comes in the way; and how vexing are all theſe 
t enjoyments. tho' moſt neceſſary, what a nauſeating 
& round do I run, ever toſſing the ſame ſtone ?* Run 
« faſt O time and days, that this world may be cried 
&« down for ever, and God may become all in all. 
& Silly worldlings deſire to have theſe enjoyments 
e eternally ; becauſe they know no better. Some- 
*< thing the faculties muſt be exerciſed with, tho' with 
cc vexing vanity. O! but I have a ſight of the only 
« ſatisfying object, to have all theſe out of the way. 
* Were it not thy good pleaſure I ſhould continue thus 
C for a time, I could not but die tho! longing for the f 
© immediate viſion of God. Scattered ſtreams and 
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c drops are become bitter; when thall I enter body v 


c and ſoul into the ocean, and be filled and ſwallowed 5 
4 up tor ever, when ſhall I receive the direct rays of 
4c all excellency from the ſun of righteouſneſs ; no 
ec clouds intervening thro' out eternity? O flower of 
all bleſſedneſs, golden life nf all my deſires ! I am paſt 
from the.light'of the ſun and moon; I am paſt from 
the neceſſary help of ſhadows and nothings : the Lord 

Jehovah is my only ſtrength, light, life, joy, and ſong 
and all things: it is ſweet living thus in the imme- 
diate preſence of God and the Lamb: O Emanuel's 


3 Eccleſiaſtes i. 3, B. X. 16. 1 . 


r A 88 S. Kü 3 FFF eo Pos ao Een eee ns 


— 


A” GLIMPSE OF nr. 3 


and commodiouſly art thou fituate, directiy againſt the 
ſun, and original of all light, life, joy and ſweetneſs? / 
Who can but be lively and joyful here? Indeed this is 


the ſmiling world, the roſy and ſunny ſide of the crea- 


tion. What more can be ſaid of my overflowing hap- 


* 


pineſs, than that T am here for evermore. 


53. Is not the fountain of life deep? Men and angels 5 
is it poſſible you ſhall ever draw it dry, nay is it poſſi- 
dle you can draw ſo much, that leſs remains behind? 


Vea what could millions of angels multiplied do here? 


Not only drink for ever, but enter in, and you thall be 
as ſo many nothings, ſwallowed up and loſt for ever. 


* 


— 


Infinite ſprings of ſweetneſs and conſolation lie hid; 


dig further and deeper for ever, and yet you ſhall find 


new ſprings: ſtill there remains as many hid; as at the 


firſt 1 What boundleſs varieties of joys and 
very draught, every taſting: may eter- 


ſweetneſs ? 


-- 


nally raviſh ; yet every moment, every inſtant is filled 


with new delights, new raviſhments, what can exhauſt - 


infinite delights and ſweetneſs. We may feel, taſte, 


and enjoy it as it is, but can we comprehend it, and: 
ſearch it out unto perfection? when we are all filled, 


the boundleſs ocean is not diminiſhed : and ſince we 

are all drinking floods of unereated ſweetneſs, our de. 
lights are infinitely various and renewed every momente 
which is an enjoyment of the ſame after diverſe man- 
ners, according to its infinite varieties of perfections, 
which eminently and virtually dwell therein. O then 

the various and wonderful conceptions of men 


and angels, the evergreen and flouriſhing communica» 
tions of raviſhing loves of joys ! there ſhall be every 


moment, a new love ſong of praiſe : infinite perfec- 
tions more and more feen, ſupply for ever with new 


expreſſions of the excellency, glory, lovelineſs, ſweet- 


neſs and kindneſs of him, that ſits upon the throne and 
the Lamb: we are paſt augmenting our knowledge 


by borrowed viſions, or perfeCting it by ſtriving to 


know more evidently and diſtinctly: all confuſion and 
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A GLIMPSE OF GLORY, 


darkneſs is done away: error ignorance and falſe up- 
takings are no mere : No proſpective repreſenta- 


tion nor clouds intervening : fo that as to kind, know 


ledge is perfect; yet, we ſhall be ever ſearching into 
the inſcrutable riches of this bottomleſs mine, filled 
with all varieties of ſilver, gold, gems, rubies, diamonds . 
and ſapphires of inconceivable value and excellency, 
we are as ſo many divines ſearching, preaching, and dif- : 
courſing more and more of the — excellency 
of that fountain of all fulneſs; we run over again, in 
the ſame round in this raviſhing exerciſe: then 
throughout all eternity our happineſs ſhall be increaſing. 
In the very firſt entry all ſuperabounds and overflows | 
its banks, ſo that nothing is wanting in the leaſt to 
perfect happineſs, ſatisfaction and fulneſs, yet ſhall. 
theſe overflow ing tides of love, joys and raviſnments 
ſwell higher and higher; ſo that the ſucceeding mo- 
ment ſhall be more ſuperabounding than the imme 
diately preceding. O then the growth and flouriſhing . 
of ten thouſands of myriads of ages, and this river in- 
creaſes proportionable to its greatneſs; O then! after 
myriads of ages, according to the number of the atoms 
of the creation, ſhall it be augmented, and above the 
number of all theſe atoms ten thouſands of times mul- 
tiplied by themſelves ! ſo that to all eternity we are 
ever changed from glory to glory, and ever aſcend 
higher and higher, the ſteps ſtill become wider and wider: 
the faculties are more clear and extended; and the diſ- 
coveries more wondertully raviſhing. This infinite 
world of all perfections is beheld clearly and imme- 


p 


3 


9 


diately as it is; yet who can comprehend all the beau- 


ties, delights, excellencies and infinite perfections 


wherewith it is ſtored, who can reach the infinite num 
ber of paradiſes, mountains, valleys, rivers? Yea, 
who can reach the ten thouſand thouſandth part of its 
immenſity? So that eternally we ſhall follow the Lamb, 
thro' new gardens, orchards, paradiſes, mountains, 
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and ever be going directly forward, making greater 
and more e diſcoveries. All the powers and 
faculties become more ſtrong and vigorous; ſo that 
joy, delight, love and raviſhment, ſhall ſwell more in 
height, breadth, length and depth, throughout eternity. 
Men and angels is not our inheritance inconceivably 
large, fertile, rich, beautiful and delightſome? Can 
we all reckon our palaces, cities, paradiſes, kingdoms 
and worlds? O what high ſtretchings of mind ! to 
let in theſe boundleſs inundations of uncreated ſweetneſs, 
that overflows inceſſantly, rapidly and eternally. O 
my God! this happineſs is more than ſuperabounding ft 
who can expreſs or conceive what a life it is, to be re- 


ceived into the boſom of thy infinite excellencies, to 


be admitted into the eternal enjoyment of thy incom- 


prehenſible ſelf ! O what eternal manifeſtations of the 


Godhead, in the face of Chriſt | what out-lettings of 
new and various influencies from the ſun of righteouſ- 
neſs, what inceſſant ſhowers of the dew of our well- 
beloved, what high, full, conſtant, lively and cheriſh-' 


ing gales of the ſweet raviſhing breath of Jehovah, 


what wonder then all the trees of this paradiſe of glory _ 
aſcend higher and higher ; ſpread their branches ae ? 
and further, and increaſe eternally in their ſtrength, 

verdure, blooming and fruitfulneſs! poor life that de- 
pends on creature influencies, and creature enjoyments; 
neither are they ſatisfying in themſelves ; nor can they 

yield new ſweetneſs eternally, It was the higheſt of 
all folly and madneſs to forſake the eternal fountain 
of living waters, and reſt on broken ciſterns that can 
hold no water: O joy of all joys, that ever I reſted on 
thee, as my only portion: O my happineſs, it ſur- 
palleth all expreſſion ! ps 


54. And what is this great aſſembly of ſuch glorious 
and majeſtic creatures, but a number of bound debtors to 
the free grace of Jehovah and the Lamb ; are ye not 
O bleſſed creatures, ſo many monuments of the free 
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and undeſerved bounty of him, whoſe love . all 


underſtanding? Away with deſerving and merit! 


what can creatures do to thee, what can their acting 
or ſuffering for thee, merit at thy hand: if any have 
any thing of its own, or can -do any thing of itſelf, 


then may it glory in what is its own. If all creatures 


are not eternally obliged to love, obey and ſerve thee 


with all their might and vigour ; then let them aſk 


wages for obeying. Yea it is an eternal wonder, 
that thou ſhouldſt make men or angels actors or wit- 
neſſes of thy infinite glory and excellency. What are 
all creatures to thee that thou ſhouldſt open thine eyes 
upon them, what an unſpeakable dignity to be allotted 
for the loweſt piece ot ſervice for thee ? The more 
creatures adore love and obey thee, the more they are 
run into the debt of thy free grace : yea tho' creatures 
could deſerve ; the very active glorifying of thee car- 
Ties in its boſom full and overruning recompenſe. What 
proportion is there imaginable betwixt the aCting or 
ſuffering of a finite creature, and one moment of theſe 
boundleſs joys? The ſervice is finite, but the reward 
is invaluable. Tho' it had been poſſible for creatures 


to perſevere under a covenant of works; yet they 
could not have deſerved nor earned wages, except b 

virtue of paction, a product of wonderfully free and 
condeſcending grace; which way of earning is under 


this ſecond covenant and that in a more ſublime and 
glorious manner. Perfect obedience was the condi- 
tion of the firſt; ſincerity of the ſecond. Continuation 
of a rational life, in an earthly paradiſe, fo long as 
the creature perſevered, was the reward of the firſt; 
eternal duration of a divine life, in this celeſtial para- 


diſe, the reward of the ſecond: the firſt was made 


with the earthly Adam as the head, and principal perſon 
or tne earthly houſe : the ſecond with the heavenly 
Adam, as head and principal perſon of the heavenly. 
But the firſt ruined both himſelf and his, not bein 

able to fual the bargain ; the ſecond hath made up bot 
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himſelf and his for evermore by perfect obedience, full 


ſatisfaction and excellency of power, in transforming 


his children into his heavenly image, and bringing 


them all to Glory. | | 
The covenant was principally made with our well- 
beloved ; all the promiſes of the new covenant were 


made to him, as the chief and firſt born of many bre- 


thren ; ſo that it was impoſlible that any of his choſen 

from eternity could be loft 7 being put into fo ſure a 
hand, who was accountable to the Father for every 
one of them ; having from eternity received them 
from him, as his ſpoule, his children, brethren, coheirs, 
and pupils to be guided and tutored by him, in time 
and eternity: ſo that all the ſtreſs and care of our ſal- 
vation was laid upon our great Lord Redeemer's ſhoul- 
ders; according to which truſt, he hath called, juſtified, 
ſanctified us, enabled us, kept us from falling away, 


in the midſt of infirmities, difficulties, - temptations ; 


and preſented us without ſpot or - blemiſh, before his 
Father. Our firſt earthly father played the bank- 
rupt with all, and left us poor, vile, miſerable wretches 
lying in our blood, and no eye pitying us, our nature 


being. in his loins as the root and original of us all. 


Did he not degrade and debaſe; fo that from excellent 
rational creatures, created after the raviſhing image of 


our maker, we became brutiſh, vain, fooliſh and vile: 


but in came our well-beloved and aſſumed our nature, 
in its low and baſe condition, with all its infirmities, 
and paſſions, yet without fin, and raiſed it up to a far 
higher pinnacle of excellency, than ever it fell from. 
before its excellency was natural, but now it is ſuper- 


natural; before earthly, now heavenly: and divine. 


What are our thoughts of the inconceivable rays, and 


raviſhing reſplendencies of free grace, ſhining from 


the Godhead in the face of Chritt, to undone crea- 
tures, what could we do for ourſelves, when broken 
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and loſt, was not our condition moſt deſperate ! We 
. could not keep ourſelves in our firſt condition, when 
entire and in full vigour : what then could we do 
when broken to pieces and deſtroyed? We ſhould 
Have been obliged to him, who had reſtored us to our 
former ſtate, oronly ſaved us from eternal wrath, tho” 
no more: but Q! what aſtoniſhing bounty, love, 
mercy, condeſcention, compaſſion, kindneſs, patience 
and infinite wonders ſhine here | what have we loſt by 
our great and unſpeakable loſs ? Our fall was abomi- 
nable, dreadful, monſtrous, ungrateful and aſtoniſh- 
ing; yet What have we loſt? Ah! no thanks to us, 
that we are not eternally undone: utter deſtruction 
may be ever aſcribed to us, tho' the guilt thereof is 
eternally cancelled ; let. all the glory and praiſe reſt on 
His head, unto whom alone it doth appertain; even on 
His glorious and majeſtic head, who is the author and 
Haither of this great ſalvation, We are thine O ex- 
cellent well-beloved, upon all poſſible accounts: in 
our firſt condition we were thine by creation, thine by 
covenant, theſe were ſweet ; now we are thine by 
redemption, purchaſe, and a better covenant founda- 
tion; a better foundation than by conqueſt ; thine by 
a new creation, thine by exaltation to this glorious 
eſtate. O ſweet ! we are altogether thine, and not 
our own, O boundleſs joys, I am eternally tied to 
thee by all obligations! O my inconceiyable happineſs! 

ſelf hath not the leaſt occaſion-to boaſt of itſelf :_ no 
creature, man or angel, hath any thing to glory in be- 
fore thy preſence. O thou heaven of heavens thay 
ſhalt, be filled with ſongs of free grace ! what ſhall we 
do with our diadems, palms, robes, ſcepters, and our 
glorious ornaments, what ſhall we do with all that we 
are and have, but caſt them down ar the feet of him, . 
who hath created, redeemed and ſanctified us? t O ex- 

cellent ! the leſs our own the better; the more thine, 

the more bleſſed condition! We are altogther thine ; 

| + Rev. v. 8, 13. 
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all our excellency, actings, glory, and ſufferings is 
only thine : this kingdom thou alone didſt purchaſe 
without the help of any: all are the product of eter- 
nally free love, all is given us molt freely! from 
eternity we were choſen to this bleſſedneſs, moſt ab- 


ſolutely without reſpect to foreſeen excellency or " 


ſerving. All is molt free to us, but dear to our well- 
beloved! what couldſt thou give more my deareſt Lord, 
than thy life, blood and ſelf 5 couldſt thou lay down a 
greater pawn for our ſalvation, than thy noble, ſuper- 
excellent and glorious ſelf, could love have been mani- 
felted in a more tranſcendent way, what couldit thou 
have done more than thou haſt done, is not this au 
excellent inheritance, is not this a beautiful, rich and 
pleaſant land indeed, doth this look like the land of 
blood: our Emanuel conquered all this by blood and 
death: he rode over hell and devils, and vanquiſhed all 
the oppoſers of this boundleſs bleſſedneſs: thouſands 
and ten thouſands were-nothing in his way. He made 
nations and languages ſacrifices to divine juſtice, f Were 
not theſe great things, hath he not redeemed Zion by 
blood, hath he not made a noble conqueſt ? Yea, he 
ſlew hell itſelf, he went to the land of death and de- 
ſtruction, and vanquiſhed his {ſtrongeſt and moſt crue 
enemies, in their own native foil, O wonderful: 
He led captivity captive,” by being led captive, by 
undergoing pain, ſhame, grief and ignominy, he con- 
quiſhed boundleſs joys, delights, glory and renown: by 
dying he vanquiſhed death, and him that had the 
power thereof, Here, O here! is the invaluable price} 
the life and blood of God! wonder and ſtand. in an 
eternal amazement, as creatures! the life of the Lord 
of life, was laid down a ranſom for us! as the price of 
our eternal bleſſedneſs, who can value the life and 
blood of the man who is God, bleſſed for evermore z 
ſhall we ſpeak of ten thouſands of millions of excellent 
FOES. + Ilaiah iv. 1. Ixiii. 6, Xliii. 3 
Ho. N [Xt 
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men or glorious angels? That is nothing. Shall we 
ſpeak of myriads of myriads of worlds, more excel- 
' Tent every one than another? That is alſo nothing: ſo 
many creatures ſo many nothings: never ſo many 
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1 worlds are ſo many ſhadows, in compariſon of the 
1 | enduring ſubſtance. O the price! do not the thoughts 
3 thereof heighten the conception of men and angels be- 


yond all conception? ſtrange flamings of love, high 
notions of joy ! what overflowing tides of admiration 
| at every thought of the wonderful way, wherein God 
2 Hath done all this to us ! all this honour ſaith, behold 
the Son of God ſhamed ! all this glory ſaith, behold 


deareſt Lord Jeſus, whaſe love to us was ſo ſtrong, 
that nothing in the leaſt could quench it: he laboured 
thro' love, ſorrowed thro' love, wept thro' love, and 
died of love. When cold death began to ſeize on his 
heart, he found it all flaming with the love of his 
deareſt ſpouſe : neither could he deſtroy thoſe immortal 
flames which flaſh and dart forth their overcoming 
rays, throughout eternity. O thy incomprehenſible 
Jove ! bend hither all your faculties, men and angels, 
and be amazed for evermore ! O my heavenly Father 
by thy infinite gift, thou haſt loſt nothing ; the Son of thy 
everlaſting love and delights is ever in thy preſence. 8 
my Redeemer, thou loſt thy life, yet thou haſt not loſt 
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of all doth eternally remain, elſe ſhould the things be 
brought to nothing. Let no creature ſpeak of its ex- 
cellency, or acts; what can they conquer, what can 
they purchaſe! our Emanuel has purchaſed all things: 
indeed by birthright he is the eternal and eſſential heir 
cf all ; yet hath he added a new right, and made all his 
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1 eternal, eſſential glory obſcured! and this joyful and 
"Ma flouriſhing life ſaith, behold the prince of life in a 
1 great agony, bleeding to death, even the ſhameful and 
(FR painful death of the croſs! O higheſt manifeſtation 
1 of infinite love! all is come thro' the bowels of our 


it; behold Thou art alive for evermore.“ The price | 
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dver again by conqueſt.* O wonderful bounty, condes 
ſcention and love! thou haſt put on our heads the 
crowns of conquerors, the laurels of triumph: thou 
haſt put in our hands the never fading palm of victory : 
haſt thou done all, and ſhall we bear the honour of 
« well and heroically done, for the maſſy kingdom 
of glory? Haſt thou conquered? And ſhall we 
triumph as purchaſers of heaven and all : haſt thou 

* ſuffered? And ſhall we enter into this glory, as having 
undergone all the aſſaults of hell and death, in their 
own proper ſtrength ? This is a ſweeter more conde- 
ſcending and wonderful diſpenſation, than if thou 
hadſt brought us immediately out of the ſtate of nature 
into this ſtate of glory ; or created us in the midſt of 
this incomparable happineſs. O ſweet ! to think, that 
grace hath uſhered in glory; a life of believing, a life 
of immediate viſion ; a life of labour and wars 6 | 

this life of eternal repoſe, a life of ſorrow and reproach, 
this life of immortal glory and renown ; a life of 
fighting, this life of everlaſting triumphing ; a life of 
tears, pain and ſadneſs, this lite of boundleſs joys and 
delights; a life of fears and weakneſs, this life of per- 
fect ſecurity and might! How wiſely hath my Lord 
connected all things together, that our glory might be 
more than glory; our happineſs, more ſuperabounding 
happineſs. This incomprehenſible glory and renown, 
will he have ever to reſt upon our heads: worlds o 
amazement ! to hear my Lord ſay in the preſence 
of all, to every one, t Thou haſt valiantly fought 
and overcome, and thou art worthy to triumph with 
me, throughout the vaſt ages of endleſs eternity. 
„As I have done ſo thou haſt ſuffered, even unto the 
death; and therefore enter into this unſpeakable 
e glory,” What Lord! muſt I, poor filly I, once 
baſe, ſinful wretched, and undone I, muſt even I poſ- 
ſeſs this undefiled, uncorrupted, never fading inheri- 
tance? What have I done, or what have I ſuffered for 
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thy excellent name, yea, what have I not done, endea- 
voured and deſired againſt thy holineſs? Yet even 1 
muſt enter here as worthy of all, I muſt wear the 
conqueror's crown, I muſt bear the palms of victory! 
even thus it muſt be, thus it ſhould be; ſince it is the 
good pleaſure of my Lord the King. When our bride- 
groom hath made his ſpouſe the perfection of beauty; 
how 1s his myſtical body compoſed of various mem- 
bers, every one endowed with its own proper beauty, 
every one is not graced with the ſame meaſure of excel- 
lency ; ſince every member conduceth to the beautify- 
ing of the whole; varieties of glories in the ſame is 
wonderful raviſhingand pleaſant. Even on earth the 
ſpouſe was adorned with various excellencies, chiefly 
x beauty, and not for neceſlity ; nay. the heavens and 
the earth are not defective herein: were every ſtar 
like the ſun ; or all the ſtars of equal glory ; or the 
whole expanſion adorned with equal glory ; or were 
every part of the earth always covered with the ſame 
beauties, ſo that nothing did excel another; were all 
heaven, or all earth, or were earth of equal glory to hea- 
vert, or were all a ſun, or were the higher and lower world 
nothing different in glory, all would be every way the 
ſame and ſo nothing ſo beautiful as it is. Indeed the head 
is loving to all the members, and is alike affected with 
them all; yet every member is in its qwn order: as 
he diſtributed after diverfe degrees and manners, his 
gifts and graces to his chofen intime ; ſo doth he make 
the harveſt correſpondent with the feed time, the manly 
conſtitution to the infancy, the vigour and blooming to 
the buddingand firſt ſpringing forth ; according'to the 
ce given unto us, 1n time and improvement thereof 
In acting or fuffering for his glory: accordingly is 
every one of us . 1 as he did promiſe and tef- 
tify.* The connection betwixt time and eternity here, 
is not natural, from the nature of things, as if ſo 
much grace deſerved ſo much glory; ſo much, or fo 
-  FEphe i. 9. Rev. xxii. 12. Lan. zii. 2, 3. 
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long acting or ſuffering, ſuch or ſuch a diadem of 
honour : but merely from his good pleaſure, who diſ- 

oſeth all things moſt abſolutely and freely: if it had 
1 pleaſed him, he might have diſpoſed otherwiſe; but 
this is the moſt excellent becauſe he hath done it. All 
our excellency, acting, or ſuffering was only of him 
and not of ourſelves.* The more we were graced, 
the more we were enabled, the more we were obliged: 
only it hath pleaſed his infinite bounty to perfect in 
eternity, according as he did begin in time; and to 
give us the purchaſed poſſeſſion by way of reward. In 
our Lords diſtribution of his rewards, he conſiders the 


multitudes of talents and the improvement, and way of 


improvement of them ; as if with vigour and great 
ſincerity ; alſo perſeverance therein and duration, with 
more magnanimity unto the death; alſo the greatneſs 
of the oppoſers is conſidered: alſo the effects, and ex- 
tending of talents for the good of others; as when 
the man acts, bravely before fun and moon, whereb 

oreat glory doth redound to him, for whom are al 

things: “and many are ſtrengthened and converted un- 
<« to righteouſneſs: ſuffering is conſidered in itſelf as 
ſuch excellent acting; which is more or leſs excellent 
even as acting, according to other various circum ' 
ſtances. O the. wonderful way thou haſt taken to 


beautify thy ſpouſe! How doth the head ſhine moſt 


eminently above all the members, and every member 

according to its meaſure, allotted from eternity: every 

one of us was appointed before the foundation of the 
world, to this meaſure of glory, moſt abſoliitely and 

freely without any reſpect to excellency or good works 

of time: and yet, O eternal admiration !} Al thy pro- 

miſes to the overcomers haſt thou perfectly accom- 
pliſhed ! Boundleſs happineſs for evermore ! _ 

55. All things are laid open before the eyes of all; 
how paſſing clear and evident is the light of glory! I 
know you all and every one, not only according to your 

T Phil, ii. 13. + Plalmaviii, 20, 27. OM 
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proper eſſences and weight of glory; but alſo what 
manner of perſons ye were in time, as to all theſe cir- 
cumſtances, by which men were known one from ano. 
ther : ſo that we may ſay this is the man, who. was 
ſuch an inſtrument in time, for the incomprehenſible 
glory of our never enough exalted redeemer z who 
will manifeſt all the good works and excellency of 
every one before his father and before his angels. He 
from eternity knows by name and hath manifeſted 
the name of every one before the whole creation, Are 
you not eternally ſhamed and confounded, you haters 
of the only excellent one ? You are declared by name 
before all, and every one in ſingular; the moſt hidden 
things of darkneſs are now laid open for ever and ever. 
All your thoughts, words, deeds, inclinations, purpoſes 
and impieties are made known perfectly to the con- 
ſciences of every one of you, to one another and to all. 
Hide yourſelves now, if ye can; neither yourfelves 
nor your wickedneſs ſhall henceforth eſcape our view. 
Now we are inconceivably elevated above all natural 
ſagacity ! natural illumination was wonderful diſcover- 
ing, as the ſagacity of man in his firſt eſtate did ſhew ; 
the light of grace was more piercing as diſcernin 


things far above the reach of nature; but all are ſcarcely 


emblems of this light of glory. How “ juſt and holy 
art thou in all thy ways, O moſt holy one! thou haft 
for ever unmaſked the two great companies of men 


and angels, all now appear in their genuine colours: 


our innocency is manifeſted, their wickednefs is laid 


open. How many things did we refer unto this day, 


as not to be diſcuſſed by dim-eyed mortals, who judged 
according to externals, conjectures and probabilities ; 
and not according to the things as they were in them- 
ſelves : whence the condemning the innocent and juf- 
tifying of the guilty, whence many went off the {tage 


of the world, branded with the opprobrious names of 


hypocrites, new-goſpellers, traitors, ſeditious, factious, 
fanaticks and what not; who. were the glory, flower 
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and excellency of the generation : how many. of the 


molt excellent of the earth were cried out againſt on 
every fide, becauſe of their ſingular holineſs, and fer- 


vency of ſpirit, - for the intereſts of Chriſt, and power 
of godlineſs above others ; becauſe of their teſtifying 
againſt the proper ſins of their generation; that even ſome 
of the weakeſt of thy ſaints did caſt abroad foul aſper- 


ſions on them, did hate and perſecute them as troublers 
of the world and how many were accounted, by the 
_ generality, true and ſincere ſaints, becauſe of their ſel- 


tiſh prudent way of carriage in all exigencies, and 


among all ſorts of perſons ; becauſe of their large re- 
commendations of all; and baſeneſs of ſpirit in the. 


public intereſts of God; tho' rejected, deſerted, blaſ- ' 


| phemed and trodden upon by almoſt all, becauſe of | 


their compliance with the humours of moſt, and in- 
ſinuating themſelves both upon bad and good, in an 


humble and loving manner ; becaufe of their ſinful 


reſervedneſs in the matters of God in a declining time, 
becauſe of their keeping themſelves free from groſs . 
outbreakings, becauſe of their counterfeiting real ſaints, 


by acquiring a fine outward carriage, and a literal, no- 


tional knowledge of divine things, that they might 
pray, write and diſcourſe like men, much in the intimate 


tellowſhip of Jeſus : as alſo becauſe of their outward 
proſperity which gives men a luſtre in the eyes of mor- 


tals. All is now unmaſked, now it is manifeſt who 
were excellent, who were not, who have been real 
friends of the bridegroom and who were counterfeit. 

How ſweetly is the righteouſneſs of God, now vindi- 


cated } what delight to behold all things drawn out of 


A He e 
PI * * 


darkneſs | my hatred to impiety and helliſh madneſs is 
ſo great, and my zeal for the glory of my never enough _ 


exalted Lord and redeemer, is ſo violent and ſtrong, 
that all natural affections in their higheſt degree, would 
here be ſwallowed up to nothing: to ſee the glory of 
divine vengeance maniteſted on father, mother, ſiſter, 


brother, ſon, or daughter; now black and ugly lumps 
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of hell, and hatred againſt the fountain of all love li- 
neſs and ſweetneſs, is a ſight eternally delightfome. 
56. O how ſweet a diſpenſation ! how wonderful 
is divine providence | you who were ſweet and profitable 
company to me in my pilgrimage, for ever walk with 
me on the tops of glorious and majeſtic mount Zion. f. 
Love is now in its bloom and full perfection. What 
a golden life would I have eſteemed it on earth, to 
live in the company of the moſt excellent and wiſe ? 
O now! all the excellent of the earth are my com- 


' Panions ; every one of which tranſcends by millions 


of ſtages, in wiſdom and excellency, the beſt' mere 
man on earth. O! ye beloved ones, our fellowſhip is 
far changed.* All earthly ties are broken aſunder, 
which did much hinder the fellowſh ip of ſaints on 
earth: we are every way free | ſpiritual relation hath 
ſwallowed up all other : no obligation, but that of 
love. We hold not any thing mediately ; Jeſus the 
firſt born of the Almighty King is our immediate ſu- 
perior in all things. O glorious magnificient kingdom! 
O let the crown for ever flouriſh on the head of the 
conqueror ! what tho' all this afſembly of men and 
angels ſhould be abaſed, if he be exalted, what tho” 
all ſhould decreaſe if he increaſe, what is the flower 
and chief excellency of all created glory? He is the 


beauty and triumph of all creatures, the head and firſt 


born of every creature, infinitely more than all crea- 
tures: HE IS JEHOVAHN. | « 967 
57. All things are eternal: the ſaints are eternally 


acquited and juſtified ; and all the wicked -are ever 


condemned. In how vaviſhing a manner doth our 


well- beloved ſmile upon us; for ever doth he ſtretch 


forth the arms of his love to embrace us: O the ſweet- 
neſs of his lips, the lovelineſs of his voice : his eyes 
are fixed upon us, every look, every beckon of the 
hand manifeſts a love, ever to be admired, and never 
to be comprehended. O his voice he ſays, . Behold 


+ Pſalm xvi. 3. * 2 Cor. v. 17. {Sol, Song iv. 11. 
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and for ever behold your Lord, your head, huſband, 
king, maker, your only well- beloved, who loved you 
with an eternal love.“ Did I love you, when vile 
and abominable, and ſhall I hate you, when made 
fair and lovely, thro' my perfe& comelineſs ? Come 
my faireſt ſpouſe, my lovely one, let us ſatiate our- 
ſelves with raviſhing loves, while the heavens 're- 
main; behold theſe arms that were ſtretched out on 
the croſs for your ſakes are ever ready to embrace 
you: with deſire I have deſired this golden day of 
mutual love and delight, even thisday of my eſpouſals, 
and gladneſs of my heart, and therefore I have put 
on my marriage robes, arrayed myſelf with glory 
and majeſty as with a garment : and you have J alſo 
decked with paſſing glory; and can we be but 
raviſhed ?+ Even when thou waſt black thou waſt 
precious in my eyes: ſin and vileneſs is nothing in 
the way of infinite love. I loved thee, and becauſe 
I loved thee, thou art exceeding lovely. Vou are 
dear to me, you are my delight and rejoicing, you 
are the firſt of my labours, ſufferings, ſadneſs, tears, 
ſighs, groans, fears, pains, ſhame and reproach : 
enjoy me now, as much as your ſou! deſires. All 
mountains are. removed, and ſhadows fled away ; 


the occaſions of your doubtings, jealouſies and de- 
ſpondencies are no more: we thall enjoy one another 


to the full: love ſhall be no more pained and ſicx 
of delays. I have haſted to this eternal day of en- 
joyment, I have diſpatched much in a little time. 5 
Iſwimmed thro' ſeas of blood, oceans of tears, and 


worlds of woe and grief ;{ made my name to found. 
. oO} 


thro' the whole earth, filled the world with the 
knowledge of my name; erected a glorious church 
on earth, of Jew and Gentile, put away time and 
days, cried down for ever all earthly pleaſures, 


* Rev. i. 5, 6, + Scl. Song iv. 9. f Iſaiah Iii. 21, 5 Sol, Song is. 
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pomps, glory, that we might enjoy this eternal day 
* 


of loves fulleſt manifeſtations ; and behold. I am 
become all and all to you for evermore; reſt in my 
boſom, reſt in your love to me.“ Haſt thou laboured 


with me, here is an eternal repoſe: haſt thou 


mourned, partake of my boundleſs joys: haſt thou 
ſuffered for my names ſake, thou ſhalt eternally ride 
with me in my. majeſtic, triumphant chariot» of 
glory: thou ſhalt be no more ſick of love, thro' 


abſence and want of the light of my copntenance, 


whence ill thoughts and doubtings of my unchange- 
able love. Kiſs and kiſs for ever, and take thy: fill 


of love embraces. His banner of love ſhall over- 


{ſpread us! it's nothing what thou haſt been, ſinee [ 


| have elected thee, wathed thee, and made thee paſſ- 
ing beautiful and excellent, and thou haſt become 


mine: my life, blood and ſoul did I give for thee-; I 


have become like thee and made thee like unto me, 


that our fellowſhip might be the more intimate and 
ſweet : and what could J have done more to make 
thee ſuperabundantly bleſſe>? Have J not fitted 
thee for my fellowſhip ? Have I not adorned thee 
with ſuperexcellent beauty, glory and-majeſty, ?:No- 
thing can ſhew forth thy pleaſantneſs, thy ſurpaſſing 
excellencics : all trees, flowers, roſes, lilies, alb the 


' beauties that adorn the ſpangled heavens, | would 
\ bluſh to contend: with thy beauty; all their perfec- 


tions are but emblems of that ſubſtantial excellency 
wherewith I have beautified thee. Thine eyes 


© would overcome me, I could not look upon» thy 
beauty, if thou didſt not draw near, that love may 
be ſatisfied with full enjoyment. Can there be 
greater bleiſedneſs, can there be more intimate fel- 


lowſhip ? O what love embraces, what love kiſſes, 

what overcoming ſmiles ! we bathe ourſelves in the 

ocean of pure uumixed love. I he very ſmell of 

thy garments my fair one, raviſh my heart, they 
| * Zephaniab iii. 17, 
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Y i « exhale a fragrancy like afield; which the Lord hath 


y | © bleſſed; even my father has bleſſed thee and thou 
al c art bleſt for evermore. All who have curſed you 
105 have been curſed, and all who have bleſſed you have 
125 « been bleſſed.® O!] you are bleſſed eternally who 
4 have been appointed to ſo great things! glory, 
of « excellency, ſtrength, beauty, honour and all are 
5 yours! behold ye children of my everlaſting loves 
5 « and delights, theſe precious crowns, theſe garlands 
55 « of glory, wherewith I adorn you ! behold all crea- 
411 « tures, devils aud wicked men, thus it is done eter- 
15 « nally unto the man whom the king delighteth to 
1 *© honour. This is the majeſty I clothe them with, 
T. «© who have loved, feared and enjoyed me unto death, 
Fo in their generation; this is the kingdom, theſe are 
[ « the glorious manſions, I have ſet them into. I 
"7 ©« ſpake not toyou, my fair ones of earthly kingdoms 
7 and pofſeſſions : theſe celeſtial habitations, were you 
bs «© ordained unto as your everlaſting country. I told 
3 you of worlds, kingdoms, crowns, ſceptres, cities 
Ra and glorious manſions ;- and behold -inconceivably 
5 more than I promiſed, yea, did you not inherit time 
* „ alſo, did you ever want journey bread, as long as 
"i « on the way to this country? Tho' for your good, 
1d « did not load you with the thick clay of this earth, 
5 J always cut out that lot, Which was belt for you, 
ey « which was not a life of earthly abundanee: if it had 
-— been otherwiſe, I ſhould have made you the only 
hy „ fharers of earth, the only potentates of time: but 
ay « dunghill earth was far below your minds. How 
be « degrading had it been to have ſeen my fellow heirs 
FY «© vexed, tormented and diſtracted with dunghill con- 
8 „ terns: no, your ſpirits were exerciſed with high 


"» « andexcellent things, and were not brought down by 
cc the empty concerns, the ſons of the earth, Were 
** occupied with. My way to this unſpeakable glory, 


— 


* Deut. XXXiii. 27, 29. 
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A GLIMPSE OF GLORY.- 


was thro” contempt, reproach, afflictions, poverty, 
and ſhame ; I could not dignify you more than by 
making you partakers of my lot, my excellent ones: 
if I had plunged you into the midſt of earthly en- 
joyments, you would have miſled the greateſt glory, 
which is ſuffering for my names ſake, your crown 
would not have been ſo maſſy and glorious ; and 
were would have been the exerciſe of 

your patience in tribulation, your meek, quiet and 
contented ſpirit, when the vileſt of men were ex- 
alted, and did abound in temporal enjoyments, 


your praces ; 


ſharing the earth among them, as if they alone had | 


only derived their pedigree from Adam : where 
had been manifeſted your confidence in your heavenly 
father, if ſenſe had not ſeemed to contradict the 
promiſes ? Thus was the draught of :ny infinite 
wiſdom, that your way to the crown ſhould be thro? 
all manner of trials, afflictions and oppoſitions. 
Great was your agony with devils, wicked men, 
your inbred corruptions, many external diſſaſters, 
hunger, thirſt, nakedneſs, and ſore trouble for your 
daily bread : and thus it ſhould be, For if no 
enemies, no fighting; if no fighting, no victory; 
and if no victory no triumphing: is not here a 

olden chain of wonderful wiſdom and love? Poſ- 
Tels for ever this glorious kingdom, which was or- 
dained for you moſt freely and abſolutely without 
reſpect to work or excellency ; yet poſſeſs it by way 
of conqueſt :+ lo all theſe are your portion. Earth 
was 2 portion for baſtards only ; and therefore I 
divided it amongſt them moſt largely, caſting crowns 
and principalities, and the greateſt earthly things of 
time, to the vileſt of them: to indulge your childiſh- 
neſs, I gave ſometimes to ſome of you large por- 
tions of the earth, for many ends beſt known to 
myſelf ; and for giving you a breathing time, leſt 
the ſpirit that I had made ſhould have, been brought 

+ 2 Cor. iv. 155. 17. Joby xvii. 22, 24+ 
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to nothing; but earthly portions were only fit for 


baſe ſpirits ; poor and empty were the donations I 


vouchſafed upon them, in compariſon of this. What 
I give you, I give like a king. When I have af- 
cended on high, and led captivity captive. I ſhare 


flouriſhing kingdoms and principalities, and this is 
the manifeſtation of free love, before the corner 
ſtone of the earth was laid: here as every where, 
doth my abſolute ſovereignty ſhine.* No cauſe of 
my actings without myfelf : for you I have choſen 


ſhew forth that infinite bounty, love and compaſ- 
hon which dwelleth in me.“ 9 


58. How doth our holy one fill the ſenſes of curſed 


reprobates, with his dreadtul voice wherewith ten 
thouſand worlds might be. ſhaken to nothing: the 
Lion of the tribe of Judah roars forth, «© Be eternally 
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confounded from my amiable preſence, vile 
wretches you are a ſmoke in my noſtrils, a fire that 
burneth all the day long. es 


Vour ſouls abhor me, O prodigious monſters, Kun 


my ſoul abhorreth you. Betwixt us thi:unquenchable / 
hatred ſhall increaſe throughout eternity ; as your. 
helliſh violence and monſtrous abominations do in- 
creaſe, ſo will I kindle eternally the flames of my 
fury upon you ; ſo ſhall I be al refreſhed and 
comforted : I have been wearied with refraining ; 
now 1s this unquenchable fury that burned in my 


breaſt broken forth, and my ſoul js delighted. Did 


ſuch an helliſh madneſs poſſeſs you, that you thought 
you might eſcape my avengeful hand, and know ye 
not yourſelves, bits of creatures rebelling apalnſt 
me, the Omnipotent Here r of all things? Let 


your own ſelves accuſe you of your villany againſt 
me the boundleſs original of all excellencies, love- 
lineſs and ſweetneſs, which you experienced, un- 
* Rev. i. viii. Romaus xi. 36. | | 
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7 


affright you; you are intolerable torments to your 


cc ſelves, for you behold your vilenefs, as it is. Did 
« ygu think becauſe of my ſilence I had forgotten 


6c 


you; now I will eternally reprove you, and ſet 
6c ; 


your ſins before your eyes; now you ſee your 
« wretchedneſs :X what think you of delighting 
„ more in created enjoyments, than in me, the fountain 


« of all? Your affections bended moſt to nothings and 


«« yanities ; the fountain of all blefſedneſs you abhor- 
red. f Ye ſaid, let us have earthly enjoyments we 
«« defire no more; theſe are the only things we delight 
«« in. What think ye? You are born enemies, haters 
« of me from your very firſt original ; with your firſt 
„ breathings of life, you did breathe forth malice 


«© againſt your creator, preſerver and benefactor; and 


«« what can you do eternally, but roar with your ma- 
4“ licious blaſphemies ; what availeth either your ma- 
&« lice or goodneſs ? I am infinitely above all creatures. 
« What is it to me, whether creatures obey or diſ- 
« obey ; what are you that I ſhould be mindful. of 
« you and bring you into judgment; what are you that 
« my anger ſhould burn eternally againſt you? Yet 


cc is it my pleaſure, that upon you be manifeſted the 


«« glory of my avenging juſtice :' as J have ſworn, ſo 
% have I performed, that every knee {hall bow to me. 
« You ſtiff necked wretches, would you not yield to the 


© ſceptre of my government? I will make youſtoop, 
« and lick the duſt like ſerpents under my feet, and 


the feet of my choſen, whom you hated and deſpifed 
* ina vain world, Would you not be the actual in- 
e ſtruments of my glory ? I will make you eternal 
«« proclaimers thereof: your curſings and howlings 
6 ſhall ſet me on high, even proclaim the glory of my 


Romans i. 18, 21, 23. Job xxi, 14, 15. Malachi i. 13. 
4 Iſaiah xlii. 8. 


grateful wretches: did you prefer, love and deſire 
4% only yourſelves; ſhall the creature be ſet up above 
the creator? the monſtroſity of this doth-eternally | 
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A GLIMPSE OF GLORY. „ 


ſpotleſs holineſs thro' all ages. Curſed creatures, 

whom my hands formed to ſerve, obey and glorify 
me; I will recompenſe your hatred and rebellion 
upon your own heads; my foul ſhall © be fully 
avenged upon you; you are the abomination of my 
ſoul, and therefore vengeance ſhall be my eternal 
delight.“ According to my abſolute ſovereignty, I 1 
might have made you out of any thing I pleaſed; 
but thus have I done that the glory of my ſpotleſs 
holineſs, might eternally ſhine forth: but as I ſaid 
ſo have I done, and it is known, whole word ſtands, 
yours or mine :t and you ſhall find to your eternal 
miſery, who is the great former and abſolute ſove- 
reign of all things; you the vileſt of all vileneſs, 
to whom moſt lovingly I offered my heart, blood, 
life, kingdom and all things; and yet you flighted * 


and neglected all, as things of no excellence: O 


cc. 
cc 


mine enemies! ye ſhall be eternally flain and de- 
{troyed before my eyes: I have no enemies like you 
to whom I moſt condeſcendingly revealed my will, 
appointing your lot within the pale of the church.” 
I have found you, ye haters of my holineſs, and 
deſpiſers of my excellency. & I roſe early and late 
crying unto you: I did beſeech, entreat, proteſt, * 


* exhort, ſigh, weep and groan over you, that you 


would come out from your vain converſation, and 
partake of a blefſed communion with my father and 
me: and now I will cauſe you to howl, roar, | weep - 
and gnaſh your teeth in utter darkneſs for ever and 
ever, I entreated long: ſhould I wait for ever 


upon creatures madly furious againſt me? I have 


{worn by my holineſs, that after death no more for- 
bearance ; the word hath gone out of my mouth, it 


cannot be recalled; I am not a man that I ſhould . 


change. I appointed a time for every thing, a time. 


{© of forbearance, a time of puniſhment : this is the 


Tim. iii. 5. 


* Habakkuk i. 1 


3. Pfalm xi. 5, 7. 1 Pſalm xii. 4 Jerem. li. 31. 
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{4:6 % day of eternal wrath :* I curſe you, bitterly curſe 
. « you ; all the woes that ever I pronounced fall upon 
"F500 you; let them be written on your. foreheads and on 
1 “ your hands, and fill all the powers and faculties of 
1 « ſoul and body: wo, wo, wo! worlds of woes and 
DR , , | 


* * 
— = oy " = I 
AS 


* curſes fall down inceſſantly and eternally upon you 
« all, according to your wickedneſſes. f G curſed 
© :wretches, the flames of my rage ſhall feed them- 
& ſelves upon you; try your ſtoutneſs and magna- 
« nimity now; the threatning of- my fury and indig- 
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* ſtretched out, you would not ſee ; but now you ſee, 
«<< feel, and are everlaſtingly alhamed : your atheiſm 
is quite done away, ye know now that I am a God 
«of truth and equity, have I not performed all upon 
“ you that ever I ſpoke, are you not filled with wrath, 
«.1s not ſoul and body tormented with the dreadtul 
«| flames of my fury; I will ſhower down upon you 
“ inceſſantly fire and brimſtone, and an horrible tem- 
4 peſt of all manner of pains, griefs and torments: 
« devils and wicked men tear, torment and curſe: one 
£ another, you concurred bravely in ſinning, agree 
in your puniſhing ; you loved the fellowſhip of one 
&« another, be eternally together: companions in 
« time, companions in eternity. The fellowſhip of 
«© my holy ones you little eſteemed ; I have made be- 
« twixt them and you a vaſt gulf of eternal ſeparation : 
« had you known their dignity you would have won-. 
c dered, that I ſuffered you to abide in the ſame world 
«« with them. What think you now of provoking 
«© me vile wretches, are you the creatures that thought 
c highly of ſinning, are you able to deſpiſe and mock. 
at the juſt puniſhment thereof? No more vain laugh- 
«© ing and jollity, the fuel of your baſe ſinful delights 


» Taiah Ixiii. 4. + Gal. vi. 4. Iſaiah v. 8 100 18, 40, 410 
Jer. xvii..g. Mat. xxiii. Ig, 35. 1 Jer. v. 12 


« nation did not affet you.} When my hand was 


«© T have taken from you: not one {mile of joy from 
« henceforth. All the mercies I vouchſated upon 
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A GLIMPSE OF GLORY. | _* 


te you, ye uſed againſt me; the more I continued my 
cc bounty, the more you rebelled and vexed my holy 
« ſpirit, f you forgot me, and minded your own 
« worldly things, more than my glory and intereſts. 
« thro' the world. All your actions were ſubordinate 
« to baſe ſelf, even your ſeeming moſt excellent at- 
«« ings and ſufferings for my cauſe, were from ſelfiſh 
« deſign: I will fill you with your own ways. You 
«© ſhall not be troubled with offers of mercy any more, 
„ or with the exerciſes of Godlineſs: nothing but 
ce blaſphemies fill your helliſh mouths. You ſhall not 
« be vexed with the company of my ſaints any more, 
«© you ſhall have your fill of one anothers helliſh fel- 
© lowſhip throughout eternity: your choice and delight 
« ſhall not be taken from you. Know you not who | 
« I am? I am he, whom you deſpiſed and forgot, 
«© whoſeyoke ye brake aſunder from your necks, whom 
you defied and proclaimed war againſt : gird up now 
« your loins like men, maintain your quarrel valiantly, 
ce ſhew by the magnanimity of your department, the 
e juſtice of your enmity againſt me. Deſperate 
« wretches, ye have not the heart to ſubmit, neither 
« are you able to ſtand againſt one billow of my wy | 
«© dignation. It was plainly manifeſted unto you, all 
« would come to this; but your minds were filled 
with vanity; I am free from the ruin and unſpeak- 
able miſery of you all: only yourſelves have de- 
« ſtroyed yourſelves ; madly and deſperately have you 
re run to your own deſtruction ; and who was obliged 
© to ſtand in your way? Who hath ſtruck you with 
te ſuch monſtrous hatred to all good, and inclination to 
© all evil; are ye not naturally wicked and abominable, 
are you not haters of my holineſs and excellency ; 
«© had ye not from the beginning a ſtrange averſeneſs 
« to my ſpotleſs holineſs ? Blaſphemous wretches you 
&« ſee my ways are equal, to your eternal torment and 
C confuſion ; your mouths are for ever ſtopt, and you 
l Re + Acts xvii. 28, | 
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are found guilty ; nothing have you to ſay for your- 
ſelves, your monſtrous helliſh frame is a thouſand 
witneſſes againſt you.” 8 
4“ Should not I alone be exalted ; ſhould J not cruſh 
to pieces all the deſpiſers of my glory? Shall I not 
for ever cauſe you to drink the pure and unmixed 
wrath of the Almighty, poured forth upon you ? 
That ye may be filled with my fury and indignation, 
be drunk and made mad, torment, rave, devour and 
curſe yourſelves and one another; that every thought 
may bring in a dreadful horror and helliſh pangs. 

my enemies! whom. I made the ſhiclds of the 
earth, who became greater in wickedneſs, than you 
were in earthly greatneſs : you ringleaders of ini- 
quity, betrayers of the great truſt I dignified you 
with ; the ruin of thouſands ſhall fall on your heads. 


Did you tyrannize without law and reaſon ? Alledg- 


ing you were accountable to none for your outrages, 


\ 


but to me; that you might fulfil your wicked de- 


fires without controul ? O vileſt of wretches, whom 


I ſet over my church to defend her from external 


damage, to hold her in her glorious privileges, that 
J left her in my legacy, and to hold the crown up- 
on my head, in deſpite of the oppoſers: did you 
make havock of her, did you rob her of her orna- 


ments, did you pull the crown off my head, and put 


it on your own, did you neglect the affairs of my 


church, and ſubordinate them to your own temporal, 


vain, tranſient affairs, did you put to the ſword my 
choſen, which I gave you to protect them with? 
O mine enemies! I will neither fight with. ſmall 


or great in compariſon of you; even you, I Will be 


ever avenged upon ; you andall your e 
cutors, applauders, connivers and conſulters, to your 


horrid rebellion. Dare you, you baſe, vile wretches, 
be ſo monſtrouſly audacious, as to uſurp my pre- 


rogative; deſtroy, impriſon, banith, torment and 
be as thorns in the ſides of my excellent ones? 
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What you did to them, you did to me, and I will | 
recompenſe it. It had well become you to ſtoop and 
lick the duſt at the feet of my brethren, to, hold up 


the train of my robe royal, in the day of my wed- 
ding, to have honoured and reverenced every one of 


them, from the higheſt to the leaſt; had you con- 
ſidered their dignity, you would have wondered, I 


permitted you in my providence to dwell in the world 


they inhabited, far more to have had any ſuperiority 
over them. Here I meet you my curſed enemies, 
know you with whom you contended ? Tam he,whom 
you contemned, deſpiſed, impoveriſhed, impriſoned, 


baniſhed, maligned and ſpewed out the venom of 


hell againſt : I am he, whoſe blood you eſteemed as 
water; my brethren you hated, becauſe they bare 
my image; for my ſake you perſecuted them; what 
ever was your pretenſions, the power of Godlineſs 
was the butt of your malice : dare you malign the 


exerciſing of my ſpiritof grace, in its higheſt actings 


as a ſpirit'of ſedition and rebellious combinations 
did you take it upon you to ſhape out the govern- 
ment of my church according to your fooliſh fancy, 


as an indifferent thing? As it I had left any blanks 


in my teſtament, for you to fill up according to 
your helliſh pleaſures : you, with the betrayers of 
my intereſt and people, will I place eternally in 


the front of my fury: be eternally confounded, all 


mine enemies together; ſets, ranters, civilians, 


devout naturaliſts, formaliſts, carnel goſpeller, lati- 


tudinarians ; you have I choſen, before alt ages, 


* veſſels of wrath and diſhonour, fitted to deſtruction; 
that over you I might ſhew forth my abſolute fove- 


7 


reignity, long ſuffering, power of my wrath, putity 


* 


of | my, holineſs and infinite perfections.“ 
50%. Clap your hands and be exceeding joyful, O 
thou creation of God, who. art for ever looſed trom 
vanity and bondage: this is the eternal day of the reſ- 


* Plalm cxvil. 24. 
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158 A GLIMPSE OF GLORY. 


titution of all things : ſhout and cry aloud, ” 


lower heavens and dance O earth; ſing melodiouſly, 
O ye heavenly hoſts, ſun, moon and ſtars; O ye moun- 
tains, eternally ſkip like lambs ; you vallies, you plea- 
ſant hills ever ſmile and ſhout for joy ! you have been 
wearied and worn out in ſerving ſinful creatures, you 
have been defiled and written over with vanity ; but 
now you are renewed and made pure and clear. 4 O 
fair beautiful and delightſome creation, all things now 


are thouſands of ſtages more excellent than at the begin- 


ning ; nothing dwells ue righteouſneſs: thou art 
not now O earth, the ſtage of all wickedneſs and re- 
bellion againſt thy creator; thou groaneſt not under 
the weight of ſinful abominable wretches. | You fields, 
you are not divided, and poſſeſſed by the vileſt of men, 
who by the benefit of the revenues, caſt out of your 
fruitful womb, were. in their own eyes, and in the 
eyes of ſilly fools like themſelves, excellent and conſi- 
derable perſons, you furniſh not fuel for their ſtinking 
pride, tyranny and vill :inous pleaſures : it was by you 
under the appointment of your creator, the vile worms 
of the earth appeared ſomething, being clothed over 
with the ſcenical-garb of riches and titular honours, elſe 
they had been vile in one anothers eyes, as now they 
are to all eternity; having no internal real or perſonal 
excellency worthy to be accounted of. Out of thee, 
O earth, do not come the precious fruits for filling the 
bellies of wretched miſcreants, who did eat and drink 
largely, and ſwallowed in all earthly delights ; when 


the only excellent of the earth thro' oppreflion, were 
ſometimes pinched in the neceſſaries of a mortal life ; 


out of thee do not come inſtruments of cruelty, the 
weapons of war, with which the ſeed of the ſerpent 


did kill, torment and perſecute the blood royal of hea- 


ven: out of thee, do not come beaſts, wearied with 
ſerving and upholding the filth and otf-ſcouring of all 


© things ; the horſes groan not under lumps of death 


Romans viii. 19, 21. 
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and hell, riding in a brave and gallant manner, with a 
fine train; joihing battle with the ramp of the ſaints, 
that they might deſtroy the righteous from the earth, 
and have none to ſtand in the way of their helliſh en- 
deavors, their monſtrous triumphing and tyrannizing 
as ſovereigns of all; the ſſieep are not wearied in fur- 
niſhing coverings and apparel for the vileſt of creatures; 
now they have not a rag to cover their nakedneſs: no 
{ilk, and brave embroideries for the vile carcaſes cf 
helliſh monſters, the excellent are not now ſlain to 
hold in the life of baſe miſcreants, ten thouſand ſtages 
below the loweſt of beaſts. Thou air, thou art not an 
inſtrument any more, whereby the wretched: ſouls and 
carcaſes of curſed ſinners are kept together, in a tole- 
rable condition; baſe and treacherous enemies to God 
and man, do not now defile thee, by drawing thee in 
and out, for the preſervation of their abominable life. 


Thou water, thou art not now uſed by the devil and 


his ſlaves, as inſtruments of their cruelty againſt the 
only princely and noble perſons, the coheirs of hea- 
ven, earth, and all things. Thou art not, O fire, 
compelled violently againſt thy nature to reduce to 
aſhes with great torment; the precious bodies of Zion's 

children, comparable to fine gold. You ſun, moon, 
and ſtars, you ſhall not ſhine upon the wicked any 
more; you ſhall not loſe your ſweet infſuences upon 
the abomination of heaven, earth, and all things: you 
are in your own kind happy, by being freed from fred 
grievous bondage; more grievous, than to be corrupted, 
deſtroyed, / and broken into a thouſand nothings : O 
what joys !: all dance and rejoice, all are in a melodi- 
ous frame, the virtue of my well-beloved's ſufferin; 

and exaltation extends by ſuperabundance to all thin 


No wonder, we are plunged in the oceans of unſpeak- 


able joys and delight, tho all were in a mourning ap- 
parel we could not but eternally ſuperabound in joys! 


this is the day of our eternal redemption, the day 


of the reſtitution of all things. 
. > # 2317. 430 2 67k; 1 wt. iP 23 3 3 6-4 
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60. O thou lower world, thou art made new: indeed 1 


5 


O O ſuch a majeſtic glorious fabric out of the aſhes; of a 


228 O heavenly earth, or earthly heaven, won- 
derful, not a new creation but a renewing of the old, 
that periſhed by the fire of his indignation! O my Lord 


thou canſt make any thing from what thou pleaſeſt: 


beings and no beings are all alike to thee ! verily this 
is a change wherein infinite excellency is manifeſted. 
What joy to behold. the face of all things ! our ſeeing 
of the firſt temple will not cauſe us to weep, becaiule 


of the ſecond : here is a magnificent royal palace 


reared up inſtead of a dungeon; a ſtately majeſtic city, 
in the place of a few poor cottages. Was the former 


fabric real; or was it imaginary 2 Were they not fools 
Who were only delighted with it, were they not be. 
witched and led away with night dreams and vanities ? 
I thought the former earth in the daysof my mortality, 


full of the glory, bounty, riches and excellency of the 
latter: yet it was but a dark ſhadow to what mine eyes 


behold. This is a change that could never have entered 


the conceptions of the moſt excellent of creatures 
this is materially the former and yet not the former: 
it is manifeſt, my Almighty One, thou canſt create 
millions of worlds differing altogether in excellency 
from one another: but thou haſt done it becauſe ſo it 
pleaſed thee ; Juſt, holy, and .wiſe art thou in all thy 
Ways. This is the ſtage whereon thou actedſt moſt 
wonderful things, as a prelude to this endleſs day of 
eternity: whereon thou didſt run a maſs of various diſ- 


ere diꝗſt thou diſplay the banner of mercy; and juſtice, 
in the very ſame traces of providence, as the wiſeſt of 
mortals could not trace out the foot ſteps; here thou 


* 


wroughteſt the never enough admired work of our re- 


demption : here thou wooed thy bride, here thou pre- 


thou madeit all things ready, for this everlaſting day; 


and therefore in thy wiſdom haſt thou continued it, an 


% 


2832 which will fill eternity with admiration: 


N pared thine. enemies for the time of vengeance, here 
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eternal monument. Oh! thy ſovereignty runs in the 
channel of thine infinite love and bounty] thou mighteſt 
return all things back to their original again: but thy 
goodneſs is for ever extended over the works of thy 
hands zt ſhall I not rejoice in them, ſhall not I, con- 
ſidering them be eternally raviſhed, might it not ren- 
der a creature eternally bleſſed, to conſider thy infinite 
gory, ang perfections written on thy handy-work ? 
ven in the days of my childhood, I could not open 


mine eyes on the moſt common productions of thine 


excellency, without ſtrange ſtirrings, love, joy and 
admiration. O the raviſhing ſweet ſights, that even 
then I have ſeen of thee, thro' the glaſs of the creature 
how have my thoughts run a maze of raviſhing delights 
and ſweetneſs ! in conſidering the vaſtneſs and Scpatifih 
of the lower world; the beams of thy chambers, laid in 
the waters; the clouds 'whereon thou didſt gloriouſſy 
ride; the winds and pavements whereon thou walkeſt.“ 
In the midſt of raviſhing thoughts of thy power; wiſdom 
and goodneſs, I have been filled according to the 
meaſure of mortality, with inexpreſſible joy and ſweet- 
neſs : I have been O my God, in many ſuch fweet! 
meditations, until T have been wrapt up in à frame uf 
4 unutterable, inconceivable. F? How oft hae 1 
ought, is the wildernefs fo ſweet and — what 
muſt the inland be; is there ſuch a ravithing variety of 
beauty and glory, and ſweetneſs along my pilgrimage,” 
what can I imagine to behold in my native country; is 
the habitation were devils, wicked men and beaſts in- 
habit, ſo excellent and glorious, what can I think of 
the place Where Jeſus the Emanuel with his fair White 
company of faints and angels everlaſting abide ; is 
my Goil's footſtov! 10 glorieus, what” mult his throne" 
be; is the under vault of this baſe dungeon ſo majeſtic, 
O the higher hall of glory, Where the magnificent 
king and fis glorious'court remain! doth the habitation . 
1 Plalm civ. 3j. Platmciv. 2, 30. f Plalm civ. 31, 33 
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ſymbolize with the inhabitants, the higher muſt incon-. 


. ceivably tranſcend this lower. And is this earth ſo 


ſweet when curſed and defiled becauſe of its abominable 
inhabitants, what ſhall it be when renewed, and made 
only an habitation of righteouſneſs ? Shall not every 
place excel Eden, and Eden the celeſtial camps? In- 
deed O lower world, we might in our mortality con- 
ceive ſomething confuſedly of the renovation ; but could 
never have imagined thou ſhouldſt have been thus: O 
earth thou appeareſt to be placed after the former manner, 
to be of the former magnitude and figure, as to every 
point correſponding with the ſame points of the heaven 
of heavens; alſo the lower heaven differs not in mag- 
nitude, ſituation and number of lights from the former, 
and only herein do the old and new world agree; now 
the ſmalleſt ſtar would have confounded, the inhabi- 
tants of the old world, and made the very ſun to eva- 
niſh at its light: the beams of light darting every where 
are ſubſtantial ; filling not only the eyes but all the. 


ſenſes with paſſing delight; it containing innumerable, 


perfections and virtues not to be perceived by mortals ; 
their ſenſes being few and capable of little: but now 


every ſenſe is equivalent to millions differing in kind 


from one another: the light of one luminary confounds. 
not the rays of another, tho' all are united and made 
one: the moon appears to change faces, by the nearer , 


or further approach of or diſtance from her king, 


yet ſhe is ever more glorious than the ſun in his former 
condition: every ſtar ſhowered down millions of mil- 
lions of various influences, which in a moment would 
convert the former earth to a lump of gold and gems; 
all, are tranſparent, ſun, moon and ſtars tho compact, 
ſolid globes of light: no vail drawn betwixt the higher 
and lower habitation; no ſmoky fumes betwixt , 
heaven and earth; no winds, ſtorms, tempeſts, pinch- 
ing cold, nor piercing heat, no viciſſitudes of ſummer 
and winter; nothing but an eternal fpring tide an 
endleſs ſummer, a conſtant harveſt; all are in their 
blooming eſtate, and fulleſt perfection. 


trees of this univerſal parad 
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What wonder is it not the centre of infinite in- 


fluences; the | ſweet influences of Pleiades are over 5 


bound up; but are every minute ſhowred down; the 
bands of Orion are looſed: and is not the heavenly 
earth impregnated with ſuch infinite virtues? It is ſo 


lively and vigorous; ſo full of the ſeeds of innumera- 


ble excellencies, as that in itſelf it is beautiful, fruit- 
ful and exeellent, without influences from creatures of 
a higher nature ! in its own nature it contains the'vir= - . 
tue and operation of fun, moon, and ſtars. How in- 
finitely various are the ſenſitive vegetables, what beauty, 
glory and virtue is to be found in every one? The 
{malleſt pile of graſs might alone baniſh darkneſs from 
the whole univerſe. O the roſes and lilies ! every one 
like a ſtar in its proper orb: all things are like tamps of 
light ; yet nothing hindering the varieties of colours, 


which are infinitely various and wonderfully lively: all 


the rays of ſuch innumerable beauties and excellencies, 
tho' united in one, are not troubleſome, thro? their in- 
tenſity, but the more delightfome : and all lights co- 
lours, and excellencies as infinitely intended; O then! 
their paſſing pleaſantneſs; every thing appears endowed _ 
with all manner of beauties, as colours, figures, &c. 
and ſo to be a little world. What may be ſaid of this. 
in compariſon to the former ? This is beauty, the other 
deformity z this is light, the other darkneſs ; this is 
livelineſs and activity, the other deadneſs and lazineſs : 
the one was a "confuſed, deformed, and loathſome 


chaos, out of which is made this excellent, beautiful 


and glorious fabric. Who can behold, and not ſmile 
and leap for joy, at the bounty and power of Jehovah, 
ſo viſibly manifeſted? And what ſweet, chearing 
breathings do fo ee found among the ſtately * 
He, O! what diffuſing of 
delightſome, odoriferous exhalations ! one gale would 
cauſe death itſelf to be moſt lively, being a thouſand 
times more excellent, than the moſt pure and retined 
anunal ſpirits of mortals 2 Sale of this would have 
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214 A GLIMPSE OF GLORY. 
rendered the former eartha fertile Eden, for many ages 
eyes and ears and all the faculties are loſt in a maze; 
to find a beginning, middle or ending is a taſk for eter- 
nity. All is one orchard, paradife, field and garden 
of delights ! the moſt curious artifice of cities, palaces; 
or what elſe, would be but deformity. Nature; now 
cannot be bettered by helps; Jehovah has ordered all, 
in an order above tlie invention of all creatures; Eden 
here would be like a black ſpot on a fair and beautiful 
face. Every drop of dew that dangleth on theſe trees 
of God, excels rubies and carbuncles. All the rivers 
run liquors above the moſt precious quinteſſential ex- 
tractions of the former world. It may be called indeed, 
The Golden Age: they who behold thee, ſee the 
floods of honey and butter. We are ſecure forever; 
all thy promiſes are fully accompliſhed. Men and 
angels, the product of his everlaſting counſels is all 
brought forth: it is done, thus it is done becauſe it 
pleafes him.}F — as ee <P art re. 
61. O beautiful, glorious and joyful world! all have 
been ſad until now : who can open their eyes and not 
be ovexjoyed, tho” they extracted their delights only 
from creatures mediately ? But what is this to you, loſt 
wretches, ſhut up in utter darkneſs? Your beſt world 
hath eternally vaniſhed : this is a black miſerable world 
to you. What have you to do with this fair creation! 
It is only ours. 4 Even the former earth you took for 
your country, heaven and happineſs ; was only yours 
by uſurpation and oppreſſion ; but now you ſhall uſurp 
no more: if any thing is yours it is that bottomleſs lake, 
wherein you crawl, like ſo many filthy toads, ſnakes 
and abominable vermin : to behold you would con- 
found any. creature, not endowed with immortality. 
O monſtrous ſights | O the infinite power of Jehovah ! 
that can ſhape out after this faſhion : your ſtructure 
ſymbolizeth with your vileneſs ; your countenance ex- 
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zAly correſponds, to your helliſh minds; and you can- 


not but affright each other with your deſperate looks; 
blaſphemy and horrid deſperation is written on your 


forehead ; even the wrath and fury of Jehovah and the 


Lamb: one of your ghaſtly looks would affright mil- 
lions of mortals to madneſs : you are, O dreadful vile- 


neſs! extremely miſerable ; yet, not objects of pity : 


you might have ſtirred up compaſſion in the hearts of 
mortals on earth, becauſe then you were endowed ' 
with ſome ſmall relics of the image of your creator; 
but the ſayings, of our well beloved are fully accom- 
pliſhed on you.“ All the goodneſs you had is vaniſhed, 
and nothing remains but a maſs of all impiety, and. 
direct hatred to God; nothing like this was ſeen on 


earth. Now you appear in your own colours; Gd 
hath ſtripped you of all. Where are all your excellent 


gifts, prudence and civility, your fine natural diſpoſi- 
tion; your love to God you ſo much talked of ?t On 
earth, becauſe of natural ties we could not but love 
you, your eternal rebellion not being manifeſted to us: 


but now you are for ever our Lord's ſtated enemies: 


that tho' he would offer you pardon, your curſed. hearts 
would no leſs riſe againſt him; your hatred is unquench- 
able, and augments thro' eternity. Fools, are you 
belching out the venom of hell againſt him, who for 


ever tramples you under his feet, doth not your curf- 


ings and horrid blaſphemies ſound forth the juſtneſs of 
his avenging wrath ? Not becaufe of his wrath and diſ- 


pleaſure againſt you, are you mad againſt him; in the 


mid{t of his bounty you continued in your enmity 
His holineſs, his ſpotleſs holineſs is the an of your 


helliſn malice : your wickedneſs is come to its per- 
tection .: mortality was not capable of the ten thou- 
ſandth part of what is now :manifeſted : you were ever 
averſe to the fellowſhip of the ever bleſſed God : now 
you directly avouch your enmity, as juſt and equitable 
in deſpite of your conſciences, ſhowing right and 
„ 5 Mat. xxv. 266 „ wil. EE 
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mercy over all his works? Since he layeth not upon 
you the ten thouſandth part of 1 he 
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the meaſure of your puniſhment : but is there any 
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augmented to bear it; it can never be ſaid, he inflicts 
more than is meet; ſince Your den is againſt an 
infinite majeſty, and is of an endleſs nature; 1 you 
are ever ſinning more aad more; therefore are you 
obliged to his everlaſting merey and bounty. O my 
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you ſomebodies of time, where is your gay clothing, 
your fine well pampered carcaſes, what think you of 


you only cared for, and would have ſo finely decked, 
as if they had been made of ſome celeſtial ſubſtance, 
and not of the ſame lump, all mankind was of ? What 


N 
To 


* = 5 Prey Var 


- T 5 
IT Sf Is Y — 
_— — wo ns G e 8 7 4 ; - I — 
* a — eld * 2 r 2 ö r 2 — >” r : l 22 e 1 —_ —_ 
"Jn > 2 8 * k 1 b . 7 pu Ire — Iz 2b LSE reg = 4 2 De es : Yn 2 
4 by, 7 r 8 — EL — 8 * 0 * He: , . 3 0 . * 8 . 2 * — = 2 
2 < ö * 4 l * 4 pd = *** — - 4 
. * * „ E 
p 1 A * 7 33 2 « — 
_ bb Wore 1, aw 3. oe ” EEO IRE RES g 
= = © n WASTE fe — FFF ˙rꝛ̃ĩ T — aA lrg ao 1 
— * — — — * * A . 1 * — 
KS «<. * Fr - &- S 1 on 
Feen n ö 2 n 2 oe "= > ke. 
EE ESE 36>. r * 7. 3 
x 4 2 5 r . WE Bs 26D 2 I 
Ga — — . 1 oi = cola — — — —— 


dance, that you imagined followed you, for your real 
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ſuch poor, baſe, and trembling mortals ; are they not 
the fame that they were ; only the fig leaves that co- 
vered them are taken away. They imagined them- 
ſelves ſomebodies, while they poſſeſſed earthly abun- 
dance: how highly did they look; becauſe they ſeemed 
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wrong. Know you, not that he, againſt whom you . 
have eternally ſworn yourſelves enemies, may ufe his 
3 you? And you would do ſo over him and 
is. What would you do with his holy ones, if you 
had their everlaſting lot at your diſpoſal; is not his 


could, and his ſovereignty and diſpleaſure carves out 


meaſure he might not in juſtice inflia ? When it is 
augmented with the ages you go thro”, and your ſtrength. 


God, what adelightſome change is this! I will rejoice, 
yea, I will for ever rejoice in beholding ! what now, 


theſe vile abominable, ugly, clubbiſh bodies, which 


is become of the excellent majeſty and reverence filly 
flattering fools made you believe, had been ſtamped _ 
upon your bodily vifage ; where is your brave atten- 


excellency ? Where is the admiration beaſtly wretches 
you had? What think ye baſe ſycophants of the men 
to whom ye truſted, and adored above the all ſufficient 
God; ſee you now any majeſty, or excellencies im 


to have ſome ſhovelfuls of earth more than others? 
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But now the lofty looks of man are humbled, and the 
haughtineſs of man is brought low, and the Lord alone 
is exalted. What now tyrants, filly.captives ; are you 
the ſame men that made the earth to tremble ? Are 


you not deſpiſed in the eyes of all, both of heaven and 
hell? The Almighty hath laid open your nakedneſs, 
he hath diſcovered your ſecret parts: fools did you not 


think it would come to this? Did you imagine, that 
the vileſt of men ſhould domineer over the moſt excel- 
lent, and no more of it? That the wicked mig 


oppreſs the man more righteous than himſelf, and yet 


no more of it io all eternity ; did the Almighty create 
man, to eat and drink, and paſs away an inch of time 
and no more? Was it the purpoſe of the wiſe diſpoſer of 
all things, that men ſhould be ranked according to the 


fanciesof riches and titular honour, acquired by vanity 


and maintained by folly ; what think you now of thoſe. 
you contemned not long ago; whom you eſteemed as 


the filth and,offscourings of all R you thought 


unworthy of your excellent preſe 
were not laden with the thick clay of earth; what diſ- 
tance and reverence looked you for from fellow crea- 


tures, as if they had been made toſo baſe an end, as to / 


hold up your yeas and nays? As if bowing and cring- 
ing and ſuch hiſtrionick vanities had been requiſite 


for the ſons of wiſdom ? O joyful day of eternity! 


wherein all things are unmaſked ;-all odds are made 
even ! the forethoughts of this held up my heart, in 


my ſad pilgrimage. . Now wretches it is evident, who 


on earth ſhould have been moſt honouredand eſteemed, 
who ſhould have had the chief place amongſt men; 
who ſees not now that wiſdom is the ar thing! 
how vain was the eſteem of the world ! were they not 
fools who in the leaſt regarded it, who conſidered things 


only according to their external ſhews. What think 
you of your 18905 paradiſe? V our golden dream hath 
miſcrably begwaled 500, earthly, riches pre eren 
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the vain denominations of time are fled away, Only 
wiſdom for ever remains. What then are you poor 


5 


wicked wretches, expoſed to the ſhame, miſery and 
contempt of the world ? You are made a gazing ſtock 
to God and man; you ſnatched at fancics and neglected 
wiſdom, which would have rendered you' excellent for 
ever and ever. They that practiſed beſt your foolifh 
modes and inventions; that could comply beſt with 
your fooliſh humours ; that knew beſt how to ſcrape 
together the pelf of the earth, were eſteemed wiſe and 


accompliſhed by you : as for the truly wife ie wers 


ever very rare, and the wonders of their age) you con- 
temned and reproached them as the dregs of mankind. 
How did you triumph over the poor and meek of the 
earth ; while your world remained, which was but for 
a moment. Ts everlaſting world is now come; may 
we not triumph time- about? Which of us have chaſen 
the better part ? Judge ye : preſent things you eſteemed 


only real; and wondered at our folly, that lived upon 


the hope of things to come; yea, and to come 
after death, and the diſſolution of all things: and 
are you not fools who neglected immortality, glory, 
ind honour, tho' you had a miſerable, Pining life on 
earth, earning your daily bread by ſore labour and 
grief: could not a frowning, vexing world looſe your 
Baſe minds from it? O vile wretches, you eſteemed 


Earth, in its winter garb, before the eternal enjoy- 


ment of the fountain of all bleflednefs? Verily , your 


mouth is eternally ſtopped ; wretches who were en- 


dowed with the knowledge of the onlyexcellent things, 
who ſpake and wrote for the good of others: wonder- 
ful! knew you ſo much of the all ſufficiency of Jeho- 
vah, the emptineſs of all things below him; and yet 
did not put your truſt in him? Did not care for a 
near fellowſhip with him, but placed your love and 
delight on vanities? You are to be doubly puniſhed, 
who knew your maſter's will and did it not: good had 
it been for you vileſt wretches, that you had been idiots 
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and ſots : how did you deſpiſe ſome of the excellent 
ones of the earth ; becauſe of your more ſagacious na- 
ture, in uptaking ? Your heart hath not been upright 
before God ; your knowledge puffed you up : charity 
hath been taken away; your gifts and abilities you did 
not uſe to his glory, but ſelf hath been the end of all 
your endeavours. What a glorious luſtre had you then 
among weak ſaints! the rottenneſs of your hearts was 
hid, with a multitude of natural gifts and education ; 
but he who knoweth all things hath found you out; 


he hath nh, you in an even balance and ye are found 


wanting. Now it is manifeſt, who is the ſearcher of 


hearts and trier of the reins; were they not wiſe, who 


overlooked the approbation of men, and gave all dili- 
gence to be approved of thee ? What thy thoughts are 
concerning a creature, that indeed it is. Many 85 
pocrites have paſſed off the ſtage of time, with the pals- 
port of many- of the ſaints ; but thy well done hath 
only landed fair in thy bleſſed Lingo, Indeed Lord 
Jeſus ; in time thou didſt make a brave ſeparation be- 
twixt the righteous and the wicked: how oft haſt thou 
fifted thy church over and over again, with lels , and 
lefſer ſieves ; ſo that the difference betwixt the chaff 


and the wheat was very diſcernable. How oft haſt 
thou drawn. the controverſy betwixt thy friends and | 
thy enemies, to ſmaller and ſmaller concerns? So that 
many, who for ſhame could not, in palpably groſs | 


things, comply with the devils and his flaves; yet in 


matters that ſcemed of leſs conſequence, did they fide | 


with them; whence their hypocriſy and luke warm- 


neſs, in the matters of God did appear. O apoltates 


and betrayers of the intereſts of Jehovah and the Lamb 
your mouth is eternally ſtopped! many fine excuſes di 
your helliſh minds invent, in the midſt of your vil- 


lainy: your fine ſubtilties, drawn from prudentials 


and politics, are now laid before fun and moon. You 
were too wiſe and prudent to take ihe plain way, and 


come to the ftreets for God; you were of too muck a 
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nature to hold the devil and his ſlaves at long weapons; 
you were of too fine and ſubtile a ſpirit to ſpeak in 
plain tecms of the controverſies of the time, and ſins of 
the generation you lived in; you were too courteous 
and ſubmiſſive to contend with the very ſhields of the 
earth, in every concern of the prince of the kings of 
the earth: no, you were not ſuch fools, as to incur the 


deadly hatred of thoſe who had authority in their hands: 


yet would many of you been ranked among the camp 
of the ſaints ; whereby you were eſteemed as excellent 


among ſome of the weaker ones: now it is evident 


you were baſe traitors, playing with all hands for your 
8 ſecurity and advantage; and that you have been 
uke warm and indifferent in the royal prerogatives, and 


honour of the great and ny Lord of 'all things ; 


-and the welfare of his ſpouſe. You ſtated enemies 
againſt Jehovah and the Lamb, what think you of 
your deſperate madneſs ? Thought you to conquer 
and deſtroy the friends and darlings of. the high and 
mighty.one ; imagined you that you were PR 
when you proſpered in perſecuting of his OE 
Fools, that was one of the great ends, for which the 
Almighty raiſed you up ; that you might ſcour and 
rub the veſſels of his temple ; uſeful inſtruments were 
you in the hand of the great actor; by you he ham- 
mered and poliſhed the ſtones of his houſe; by you he 
cleanſed it of the filth; by you he pulled down, in or- 
der to a more excellent fabric : you did the Almighty 
uſe as ſlaves in all ſervile employments ; and when he 
had fulfilled his intentions with you, he caſt you into 


the fire. Vile wretches, is it not a dreadful torment to 


look our Lord Jeſus in the face; how doth his preſence 
and the preſence of his holy ones abaſh you? Where are 
your high and lofty locks now ? What fear'd and 
aſtoniſh d countenances! are you the men that ſpoke 
ſo highly againſt the work and people of God? Are 


you the men that mocked his holy ones or not? Are 


you the men, that cared not for our fellowſhip ; but 
LT. r e oo ror ac be 
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thanght the world mo be well enough without theſe 

Nere you weary of our neigh- 
bourhood as troubleſome ; becauſe of our ſtoic and 
preciſe principles, contrary to your looſe, and worldly. 
way of walking? Now you have your will, you are 
no more troubled with our fellowſhip, the tares ang, | 
the wheat are eternally ſeparate 3 now your hatred and Y 
envy cannot reach us; we tread you for ever as 1 * | | 
under our feet. What are your curſings and blaſ- | 
phemies to our Lord and us, could a filthy toad defile | 
the ſun by ſpitting venom upwards, could the ſmoke, 
of that lower region darken that lamp of light, could, 
the bluſtering winds make the ſtars to tremble, could. 
the proud ocean with its turbulent ſwellings, beat dowrt 
the pearly foundation of the higher houſe ? Your envy. 
and malice is a vehement flame, burning up eternally: 
your ſoul and body: your own wickedneſs is poured, 
upon you, and it burneth as the fire „ wickedneſy 
containeth its own puniſhment, All our deſires aro, „ 
fulfilled : the zeal of God's houſe did eat up our heart, | 
in the days of our pilgrimage ; but now we are over- | 
joyed in beholding the vengeance : much of the ven- 
geance of the wrath of our God did we with exceed 
ing joy behold when we lived in time. How oft did 
he appear, for the ſalvation of his people, with garments, 
rolled in blood ? How did he overturn a whole world 
by an univerſal inundation of waters; how did he burn 
up cities and countries in an hour; how did he make 
earth's devouring jaws ſwallow up many of | theſe, that 
it was burden'd with? By ſword, famine, peſtilence, 
by the beaſts of the field, hath he made the carcaſes of 
his enemies to be ſpread like dung upon the face of the 
earth ; what ſtrange judgments. have-we ſeen upon fa- 
milies, and perſons, conformable to their iniquities; 
how ſignal was his proyidence over the children of 
men.“ But all was emblems, types, and ſhadows of 

+ Ifaiab ix. 18. * Plalni Iviti. 14. Malachi ii 18. 
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what we now behold ; all the vengeance inflicted on 
curſed wretches, was juſt nothing, what was mortality 
capable of? All the wrath inflicted in time, com- 

unded in one, was nothing to one moment of this 


everlaſting day of pure and unmixed wrath : the in- 


flicting of puniſhment in time, was only for the ſake 
of the ſpectators; „that the inhabitants of the world 
* might learn righteouſneſs. Vile creatures, do you 
not know, whom you ſhould have feared ! what think 


you of your prodigious madneſs, who feared feeble 


nothing creatures, like your ſelves, and forgot and 
deſpiſed the threatnings and judgments of the infinite 
one; what could all creatures do? All their wrath and 
fury compared to the vengeance of the Almighty, is 
like a ſmall drop, to a boundleſs ocean. f O what bil- 
lows of divine vengeance what oceans of wrath hath- 
He treaſured up at his right hand; every drop whereof 
might confound ten thouſand worlds.“ 19 

62. I thus to triumph over death and hell, am I eter- 


nal victor over ſo ſtrong and numerous enemies! O ye 
gates of hell, ye could not prevail againſt me! might 


ye not have deſtroyed ten thouſand worlds of the like of 


me; What hath come of all your boaſtings, when you 


have not been able to deſtroy poor me, when aſſiſted 
and helped by my well-beloved ? Strange! I have over- 
come you in the midſt of great weakneſs and infirmity: 
O the ſtrength of faith! 1 laid hold on him that is 
mighty, I truſted in him, and therefore I could not be 
moved : I took hold on the rock of ages; and what 
ould ten thouſand raging ſeas have done unto me ? 
heſe who reſt on him, may ſwim ſafely thro' the lake, 
that burneth with fire and brimſtone. Devils and 
wicked men, you were fools to aflault us: did you 
think becauſe of our weakneſs and mortality, to van- 


+ Heb. x. 31, * Iſaiah xxvi. 21. xxviii. 2, xxx. 29. 28. xlii. 13. 14. 
Joel iii. 14. Mic i. 4, 5. vii. 36. 17. Nahum i. 2. 6. Pſalm ix 6, 7, 


11, 12, 18. xi. 6. XXX1. 23. xxxiii. 4. XXXV. 10. xxxVi. 5, 6. xl. -5 
xlvii. 6. xIVI. 6, 7. Ix. 1a 1x11. 9, 12. Ixwiii. 18. Jxxxix. 10. xcii. 
30, 11. CXI11, Gy B. XIV. 1, 5, 13. Cl. 20, 22. . 
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quiſh us, and carry the day? If you could hate over- 
turned the rock of ages, you could us, for we truſted 
in him, and it was folly to imagine he would fail us. 
No wonder devils, ite {trove to bring us to doubtings 
and diſtruſt ; for in faith did our ſtrength lie ; had you 
ruined our faith, and brought us to diffidence or pre- 
ſumptuouſneſs, ye had ruined us for ever: but our 
well-beloved prayed to his father, that our faith ſhould 
not fail us ; and he is greater and dearer in his fathers 


eyes, than to be ſaid nay, in ſo earneſt a requeſt. Now 


it is manifeſt, that all things have been done by believ- 


ing, it hath been the ſun, original, and king of all 


other graces: becauſe I believed therefore I ſpake 


and did far him on earth, did I place the flower and 


vigour of my love upon him, did I contemn all the 
glory and excellency of time for my portion, did I 
exceedingly endeavour to.do the things that are well- 
pleaſing in his ſight ; and to be more like him ; there- 
fore did I long to ſee him face to face. Men and angels 
thro' faith in his name, am I entered this bleſſed place: 
not by my holineſs ſtrength and integrity, is this won- 
derful thing come to paſs ; but by laying hold on him, 
who is mighty to ſave to the uttermoſt. Wicked men, 
and devils, I have vanquiſhed you; I have thrown. 
you eternally to the ground; not by the excellency of 


mine own vigour and courage ; but by laying hold on 


his ſtrength, who ſuſſaineth all things. t We believed 
that what he had promiſed he would perform, tho' We 
ſaw them not intuitively or* rationally ; tho' we had 


not received the promiſes, but only had a view of them, 


afar off; and yet were we perſuaded of them and em- 
braced them; and confeſſed ourſelves, ſtrangers and 
pilgrims on earth, declaring plainly to worldings that 
we Were ſeeking an eternal abode, overlooking the 
wilderneſs, as a way-faring place. O faireſt well- 


beloved, how was I enamoured and raviſhed with thy 


+ Heb xi. 1, 2. 1 
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very name, when J had not ſeen thee ! I was perſuaded 
of the truthof all thy promiſes and threatnings as if 1 
had beheld them fully accompliſhed ; how gladly and 
cheerfully did J looſe my heart from all temporal con- 
cerns, that they might be wholly fet upon the great 
things to be revealed. I believed all thou didft ſpeak, 
becauſe I accounted thee powerful, faithful and wilt- 
ing to accompliſh ; I confulted not with fleſh and bloo 

to go and reaſon, “ is it poſſible ſuch a thing ſhould 


be? Nay I overlooked all objections, though never 


fo plauſible and ſtrong ; and ſtopped the mouth of all 
earthly, ſenſual and deviliſy wiſdom, with = the 
«© mouth of the Lord hath ſpoken it.” But O my fair 
one, how infinitely doth beholding tranſcend faith! I 
fruſted thzu wouldſt perform above all I could aſk or 
think; but han confuſed, general and childiſh were 
my conceptions of what I now enjoy.“ All I ;could 


conceive of this boundleſs W was to conſider 


it as paſſing all conception. How have I been vexed 
with the baſeneſs and lowneſs of my apprehenſion ; 
and have endeavoured.to ſtrain them above their proper 


1 


meaſure; not conſidering their childiſh eſtate was not 


capable of manly conceptions ; and that mortality muſt 
be ſwallowed up in life, elſe the creature cannot behold 
thy face and live. It was wiſdom to long for this day 
of immediate fellowſhip ; but folly to deſire it within 
the tents of mortality : all-I could then have of thee 
was thy portrait, as ſet down in#thy teſtament ; love 
letters I received from thee in earth's childiſh dialect; 


thou didit tell me of kingdoms, cities, riches, our, 


- 
«= 
* 


diadems and pleaſures, of thy greatneſs, majeſty al 
lovelineſs; all which were much eſteemed in the lower 
world; but here are neither kingdoms and diadems, 
but things tranſcendently above all ſuch trifles. How' 
ignorant have I been of my happineſs, wonderful! 
that the hope of this made me not overjoyed to the 


death. O filly, hungry wilderneſs when I caſt back 


* 3 Cor. ii. 9. 
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mine eyes upon thee, can I but fmile at the childiſh 
folly of worldlings, who only deſired, endeavoured, 


and contended for portions and inheritances out of thee ; 


they that purchaſed moſt, have acquired nothing, and 
tiey who purchaſed leaſt, are no poorer : what have 


you gained? Enjoy the fruit of your baſe expectation 


and labour; now when the end of all things is come, 
gather together your purchaſe,” and rejoice for ever in 


it: what? have you provided nothing for the laſt days, 


laid up no treaſures for this time, did you not think o 
this endleſs day of eternity, have you been all ſuch - 


brutiſh fools, as to provide nothing for the laſt day ? 
Strange folly and madneſs! had none of you ſo much 


conſideration as to think, poſſibly there might be a life 


after time; were ye wiſe or were ye fooliſh who con- 
ſumed all your time in providing for time. Baſe fools, 


did God create you for an inch of time; thought you 


his wiſdom made you only to eat and drink and mind 


your baſe ſelves ; to provide only for your ſenſual. de- 


caying life, and never to aim at his glory :* did you 
imagine it juſt, that the lower creatures ih Z 
n ; and yet you neglect the creator; did you forget 


im; and ſhould he have minded you ?F O ungrate- , 
ful wretches, abominable fools ! we ſhall tread you 
eternally under our feet, as the droſs of all things: 
droſs you have coveted and deſired as your portion, 
loved, feared and ferved it; and therefore you are baſer 
then the vileſt droſs. Did you not confider what lay be- 
yond time, and was earth your only defire ? You have? 
Judged yourſelves then to be unworthy of any more. 
Did you ſeek for no higher life, than this dying, natural, 
vanithing life ; have you not excluded en, this 
ſublime, excellent and immortal life; would you not 
believe the faithful and true witneſs, who teſtified unto. 
you, of what excellent things were laid up in ſtore-for- 


- * Rom. xi. 36. 1 Acts xiv. 17, 
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thoſe who feared, loved, obeyed and walked with God 
in their generation; would you not rely upon him, for 
time and eternity; but laid hold on a preſent vain 
world? Yea, and in ſuch a brutiſh manner that you 
did not acknowledge and depend upon him in yous 
earthly enjoyments, but truſted to your wiſdom, la- 
bours and a thouſand vanities : reap the fruit of your 
own ſowing, you have received your choice, and what 
would you have more? Had you choſe this endleſs 
happineſs you had got it ; and immortal life would 
have been ten thouſand times ſweeter than it was. And 
did you mock in your hearts at our folly, who over- 
looked all viſible things, and placed our hope, portion, 
Joy, and bleſſedneſs on things, that neither eye could 
ſee or heart conceive ; and ſhall we not for ever inſult. 
over you now, When your folly is manifeſteyen to your- 


ſelves ? Our hope hath not made us aſhamed, : but 
what hath come of all your aims and hopes? Now we 


have you eternally as duſt under our feet. O death 
and hell we have vanquiſhed you for ever; never ſhall 
you be able to riſe again. O grave, O death! ſhew 
the trophies of your victory. You ſeemed to over- 
come us and hold us in priſon ; but through his ſtrength 
we have broken all your bands and ruined you utterly : 
the victory was ever ours; but all now is fully ac- 
.compliſhed ; not one enemy is able to ſhake a weapon 
any more. 8 O what an endleſs triumph! wicked 
men and devils, were ordained for the Pop and glory 
of this day. Our well-beloved hath made our ſtate 
every way excellent and glorious ; therefore he hath 


ordained enemies, for us to combat with, vanquiſh | 
and triumph over for ever; that our ſtate might want 


nothing of the top, flower and perfection of glory and 
exaltation; you we have as a footſtool for ever to 
trample upon: all things are ours, and for our honours 
and glory. Now it is evident who really were the 


+ Pſalm Ix. 12. 8 1 Cor. xv, 57. 
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great ones: now doth appear what manner of perſons 

we are. Who, but the Lamb and his followers, who 
but the firſt born and his brethren, O the height and 

glorious dignity of a ſaint, ſirs what think you? are we 

not made great perſons, knew we our dignity, when 

we were on earth? Surely not, in the ten thouſandth 
art: mortality could not have born it. We have 
bh like young minors who conſidered not the glory | 
| and riches of the vaſt inheritance, we. were coming | 
| into: and therefore, we ſometimes degraded ourſelves . 
A with the familiar converſe of baſe worldlings, and 
| crouched ſo low as if ſuch beaſts had been fit compani- 
| ons for us: but in our childhood we could not conceive 
| ſuch ſuperexcellent royalties. Indeed, I ever looked 
N upon the ſaints, as the excellent of the earth; and was 
oft times ſtruck with reverence and admiration, at the 
ſight of the leaſt of them: yet then I knew them not. 
W orldlings,ye know now whom youtdeſpiſed: time was 
when a faint as a ſaint was deſpicable in your eyes; 
pelf worldly grandeur and applauſe rendered perſons . 
only excellent in your eſteem. What was a mans“ 
holineſs unto you, but ſome imaginary fancies and 
opinions, he had learnt by education, and teaching, and 
entertained thro' conceit ; ſome preciſe teneis, Which 
were needleſs and ſuperfluous : religion in your opini- 
ons, was an eaſy and trivial matter; the generality. 
were ſaints ; a large charity had you for every one, not 
tranſgreſſing the limits of common humanity ; civilians, , 
moraliſts, tormaliſts illuminated, were all in your opi- 
nion fit for this glorious and majeſtic kingdom, fit for 
entering this Prem city, and converſing familiarly 
with Jehovah and the Lamb, in this royal hall of 
glory: us you reproached as cenſorius and uncharitable; 
becauſe we: looked upon holineſs, as a rare, difficult 
and excellent thing; becauſe we counted the Way to 
this unſpeakable glory ſtrait, and trayelled by few: ; be- 
cauſe we looked upon the ſaints, as fo. many mira». 
culous ſigns and wonders ; Who, have judged right, is, 
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now manifeſt to the whole creation. . We have fought” 
„ and: vanquiſhed : glory, glory, immortal glory; to 
the captain, author and finiſher for ever.” — 
63. O pleaſant and. melodious world ! the former 
was jarring, every part in oppoſition to another : all 
things were full of labour, groaning and travelling _ 
until this glorious birth was brought forth. It could 
not ſtand, being divided againſt itſelf: being full of 
inteſtine wars and deſolations; it could not but come 
to nought, and this fair fabri: ariſe in its place. Behold 
nothing now but peace and eternal friendſhip; nothing 
is out of order : every part agrees with the whole, in 
' Tounding forth an eternal hallelujah to the great former. 
All contention and violence are baniſhed out of this 
bleſſed world, into utter darkneſs: nothing but peace 
and ſecurity; all things ſeem to kiſs and embrace one 
another; theſe eternal gales have no flux or change, 
tho' they are for ever blowing. Sirs, is not this gentle 
breathing, paſſing delightſome, after ſo ſore and hot a 
a battle? All is perfumed with myrrh and frankin- 
cenſe ! one blaſt might cauſe ten thouſand worlds to 
live. Whatalife haſt thou, O bleſſed ſelf ; who art 
filled with, and draweſt in theſe full gales of the ſpirit; 
that bloweth where it liſteth throughout eternity. O 
theſe wells of ſalvation ! infinitely tranſcending the 
pools of Baca; one drop is more delightfome and ſa- 
tisfying, than the oceans of all earthly ſweetneſs. What 
were the broken ciſterns, that fools were drinking of? 
They were inflaming not quenching ; more fantaſtical 
than real. O fools! were you not imagining you were. 
ſwallowing down huge varieties of all manner of ſweet- 
neſs? But you awaked, and beheld it was a dream. 
Are you not confounded when your eyes are opened, 
to ſee ſo deep a deluſion, were you not imagining your- 
ſelves enjoying riches, honours and pleafures ; but 
now the glorious day of eternity is broken up and 
where are they? Here are realities : this land is filled 
with. eternal ſprings of living waters of all ſweetneſs: 
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and ſatisfaction ; ſtrange ! ever drinking and never 
cloyed and ſurcharged, the deeper and more draughts, 
the greater delight: O my. conceptions on earth, O 
my enjoyments now ! I did not in the leaſt conceive 
them. O my eternally preſent enjoyments: and yet 
T have all I could conceive. Whatever pleaſure, ſa- 
tisfaction, and what can conduce to a life filled with 
all manner of excellencies, delights and ſweetneſs, is 
here in the top and flower of all perfections. When 
1 ſtrained my conceptions to the higheſt pitch of mor- 
tality, and imagined glory, excellency and ſweetneſs, 
augmented and perfected by myriads of ſtages, above 
all the glory I could perceive or imagine; ſtill T have 
fallen wonderfully below this: and yet my conceptions 
ini part N this, for all things are here: here 
is an eternal confluence of all manner of good things : 
who can imagine any thing which might be here and 
is not, what want we, O f ahabiiagts of this wealthy 
City, 1s not this the centre whither all glory and ſweet- 
neſs run, like a flowing ſfream ? And what wonder # 
This is the city royal of the eternal king. Here he 
manifeſteth in open view, his unſearchable riches, 
tranſcendent glory, infinite power, boundleſs goodneſs 
and the infinite varieties of his inconceivable excellen- 
. Cles : were they fools, who overlooked baſe earth, and 
laid out their whole ſtrength, to acquire a right to the 
glorious poſſeſſion, and the unſearchable treafures of 
this ten thouſand times bleſſed land of Emanuel? Poor 
earth, with thy glittering enjoyments, whither art thou 
gone? O real, ſubſtantial enjoyments! all the glories, 
beauties and excellencies of time were mere ſhadows 
and reſemblances of what I now behold. What was 
there in appearance is here indeed; the real ſpring- tide 
is here: Fe are the true gardens and orchards of de- 


lights; the ſubſtantial roſes, lilies and violets ; the 
true pearls, rubies and diamonds ; all the former were 
but counterfeit. I ſee the difference betwixt things 
here and what were in time is ſuch, as is between tha 
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bare ſhew and the ſubſtance. I thought I ſaw crowng 
ſceptres, honours and renown ; but they were va- 
. pours glittering after their likeneſs, which are now 
vaniſhed eternally to nothing; and behold the real 
diadems ſceptres and honours: I thought I found 
ſome pleaſure and delight, and beheld great varieties of 
all kinds ; but the night is gone, and the day is broken 
up that diſpelleth glittering ſhews and vapours, in diſ- 
covering the real and ſubſtantial things : all things are 
here in ſubſtance, which in time were in appearance. 
Here are the real dwellings, cities, orchards, hills of 
frankincenſe, mountains of ſpices. We were far miſ- 
taken, O inhabitants, to ſpeak of any thing as exiſtent 
any where elſe but here; all our ſpeech and concep- 
tions within mortality's region, was merely figurative: 
for to ſpeak of things properly, as they were on earth, 
there was neither ſun, moon nor ſtars, lilies, ' roſes, 
beautics nor excellencies: they are here, and no wher 
elſe for ever. Were they wiſe, who placed their de- 
lights on ſhadows, and vaniſhing nothings ; were they 
fools who overlooked all the vain fancies of time, and 
fixed their minds only on the enduring ſubſtance ? I 
have found the ſubſtance, for the ſhadow : 1, even I, 
am poſſeſſor of the world of eternal joy. and ſatisfaction. 
64. All ſhame ſorrow and vexation are eternally 
gone, as if they had not been: ſometimes you poſſeſſed 
us, but the white fide of providence is. turned up for 
ever. I ſee, it was the ordination of eternity, that 
the head and members ſhould be every way conformed : 
all that are here, were of no beauty or deſirableneſs, 
ſometimes in the eyes of mortals ; but were deſpiſed 
and rejected of men, perſons of ſorrow, acquainted 
with grief, being deſtitute, afliaed and tormented ; 
many moraliſts, formaliſts, and lukewarm chriſtians 
went for ſaints, in the eyes of almoſt all: but one thing 
among a thouſand, might have diſcovered what they 
| were, even that they did not undergo the lot of Lim 
they profeſſed to follow; the world fmiled upon them 
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becauſe they were of the world: they had different 


entertainment in their progreſs thro' earth, than the 
chief of ten thouſand in the days of his fleſh ; tho? 


my Lord could have brought his choſen to this un- 


ſpeakable glory thro* the abundance of earthly eaſe, 
peace, glory, joy and delight ; yet this hath been the . 


way of infinite wiſdom. ' O ye angels, could ye have 
found out ſuch a noble draught, could you have in- 


vented ſuch an admirable way of bringing poor, feeble, 


ſinful mortals to glory? O ſweet diſpenſation ! baſe” 
earth, that is now for ever vaniſhed, was not my 
country, but the place of my exile ; not my abode, 
but my pilgrimage ; and therefore it was well, it frowned 


upon :ne, and appeared like the thing that indeed it was,- 


a vain, empty, glittering nothing. My Lord hath been 
Ta not ſuffer fancies to 


tender of his darlings, and cou 
beguile them, which they might, they being in their 


childiſh and mortal condition, if they had appeared 


with a pleaſing countenance. O my God, the greateſt 
{ſnares that ever thou rainedſt upon thine enemies, Was 


when thou gaveſt them the deſires of their hearts: 


earth they deſired, and earth thou madeſt to look kindly 


upon them; and therefore they are ruined for ever. I 
ſee the diſpenſation that moſt croſſed my natural diſpo- 
ſition, hath contributed moſt to my advantage: my 


Lord hath withheld no good thing from me: it was 


beſt to have a life of ſorrow, torment and vexation ; _ 


it was well that I was cut ſhort of earthly enjoyments. 


* 


My only deſire, was to finiſh my courſe, for this un- 


ſpeakable happineſs, and that it ſhould. be ſwitt and 
vigorous ; and thou halt excellently fulfilled the deſire 


of my heart. | 


65. O my heart thou art changed indeed ! how 


tormenting a burden haſt thou been unto me in the days 
of my fleſh ? Even when I kept moſt obſervant and 
ſtrict watch over my frame, thou didſt ſlip, and bend 


3 


off rom the original of all bleſſedneſs, unto vanity. 


How walt thou drawn hither and thither, by all dif 
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up to a ſublime and heavenly frame; thou ſoon didſt 
become-carnal and earthly again; when thou ſeemedſt 
all in a flame of divine love and zeal, ere I was aware, 
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in finding thee in a lively, tender, goſpel frame, quickly 
thou didſt become dead and ſenſeleſs like a ſtone: when 


ſoon didſt thou become deſpondent and fearful, afraid 
of worms, and forgetting the Lord thy maker: When 
thou waſt in ſo ſweet a frame, as I could not but wiſh, 
when. ſhall I be in the well-beloved's embraces, I value 
not that ſmall brook that lies betwixt me and him, yet 
how ſoon waſt thou overclouded and darkened with doubt- 
ings and confuſion; ſo that thou wouldſt have given 


perſuaſion of a Chriſt, and his bleſſedneſs: thou waſh, 
ſometimes in a ſtrong, enlarged and cheerful frame, 


and ſervice was a burden. O my heart, thou art now 


raviſhing countenance : doubting cannot enter this 
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penſations: when I imagined I had got thee w ugh, 


thou waſt again cold and indifferent: when I rejoiced, 


I could rejoice in faith, f how ſoon waſt thou unſettled, 
and toſt up and down with the winds of vanity, how. 


ten thouſand worlds, if at thy diſpoſal, for the fixed, 


running the ways of the Lord's commandments ; thy, 
cry was, what is my Lord's will?“ All his com- 
mandments are eaſy, becauſe his; anon, his worſhip. 


as I would! O all my faculties, you are altogethes. 
heavenly and divine: all is ſwallowed, up in full im- 
mediate beholding : after him do ye go with an unin- 
terrupted, eternal bent: it is impoſſible for thee, O 
my ſoul, now in thy Lord's immediate embraces, to 
fall away from this divine frame; thou canit not but 
| inceſſantly (ſerve and glorify him, with unſpeakable 
joy and alacrity ; ſince thou dolt eternally behold his, 


' noon day viſion of glory: when we have attained the , 
height and perfection of evidence: who can fear, that 
is encircled within theſe everlaſting arms? The city cf. 
refuge is ſituated above the reach of ten thouſands of 
worlds of men and devils. Who can dwell thus with 
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infinite love and not be inflamed. with unquenchable 
fire? The firſt ſight of thy goodly viſage my fair one 
hath captivated all my faculties to thee. og ee, 
66. How have I been choked with the contagion of 3 
this world? fo that I had almoſt loſt my life. The 
helliſh fights and ſounds, that have entered my faculties 
againſt my will, made hell and death familiar unto me. 
I found it one of the moſt difficult commandments of | 
my Lord, To ſtop my ears from hearingof blood, 
and ſhut my eyes from ſeeing of evil:“ even when IL 
{et a guard upon all my ſenſes, my inbred wickedneſs, 
betrayed the fort-royal, and inſenſibly received the 
ſparks that fired up all. How could feeble mortal I, 
but be confuſed and diverted, and dead'ned with the 
hurry, noiſe and vexation of an helliſh world? How. 
oft have I complained, ** * Ah! my ſenſes are filled 
« with vanity and miſchief, the beholding and hearing 
te of blood and evil, hath vitiated my faculties, and. 
© made folly and madneſs ſeem common and ordinary 

i« to my apprehenſions ; ſo that I cannot attain to any 

© ſuitable abhorrence of wickedneſs, when my love 
« anddefire for God is faint and weak; being high or 
low, according to my hatred of evil. It is wonder- 
ful, O my God, it is paſſing wonderful, how I have. 
landed in this choice happy place with my life! The 
human nature in its integrity, might have been cor-, 
rupted and deſtroyed, in ach a noiſome and peſtilen- 
tial air, as filled the lower world; while it was the 
proper habitation of devils, and their baſe ſlaves: but 
who can ſuffer hardſhip, whom thou once takeſt into- 
thy tutorage ? "Theſe whom thy father hath given thee, 
haft thou ſafely preſerved, aud none is able to pluck 
them out of ' thine hand. The moſt intire and excel- 
lent nature, committed wholly to its own guidance, 
„ could not have been able to perſerve, thro the ten 

bs thouſandth part of the diffieukics. and temptations, I 
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have overpaſſed : but what cannot thine infininte ex- 
cellency do? No ſecurity but in bein 
thine, and not our own, which happy 


rienced to my eternal ſweetneſs. 


8 alotogether 


have expe- 


4 O now the danger is 
paſt! O lively and delightſome air of Emanuel's 


country ! nothing dwells in this world of my well- 
beloved's conqueſt, but righteouſneſs ! you off-ſcour- 


ings of all things, J am not vexed with your abomina- 


ble vileneſs any more : ſometimes you vexed and tor- 
mented me, that the wonderful efficacy of my -well- 
beloved's graces might be the more evidently manifeſted, 


but you are vaniſhed away into ſmoke. 
ſenſes, .you are filled with the only roſe and beauty of 


O now 


this everlaſting, raviſning paradiſe ! no ſweetneſs, no 
fullneſs, no excellency but that of the branch: yea, 
could the abominable ſmoke of ten thouſand hells aſ- 
cend this ſweet region, it would not be perceived ; but. 
be loſt, like a ſmall drop of bitterneſs in a boundleſs 


ocean of ſweetneſs. And O!] the delightſome aſpect 
of the Lamb! fair and white company, that follow 


him witherſoever he goes! what a golden life in ſo 


raviſhing a fellowſhip ! nothin 
ations of ſurpaſſing ſweetnefs 


. 


but the mutual eman- 


O my bleſſed ſenſes, 


you are no more filled with vanity and yexation ! now 
devil and his ſlaves, what can you do ? Your tempting 
vexing world is vaniſhed for ever: yea, tho' it were 
not, What are you to us? Like baſe cowards you 
aſſaulted us in our childiſh eſtate ; but what are you 
all, to one of us in our manly vigour ? Were ycu all 
drawn up in battle array againſt me, whom once you 
thought unworthy of the leaſt of your aſſualts, ſhould 
I not with one lifting up of mine arm vanquiſh you for 
ever? Nothing in me can yield to hell, fin and morta- 


lity is ſwallowed up of life. 
67. All thy infirmities and 


ſickneſs, O my ſoul, are 
quite etadieated; fince I am in the arms of all life, 


® Rev. v. 13. 


| Joj and ſatisfaction. How have I been in the days of 
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my infirmity, ſick of love for my only well beloved ? 
Strong love was near death for want of full and per- 
ſonal enjoyment, even when I had the greateſt mani- 
feſtations on earth: and no wonder the clearer diſco- 
veries of lovelineſs, the more ardent deſire of the neareſt 
and fulleſt enjoyment.” O my raviſhing well-beloved, 
no ſooner did {ite thee afar off by a borrowed . viſion, 
than 1 longed and deſired for nothing more, than to, 
have thee In my arms, and be eternally encircled in 


thine immediate embraces ; and no ſooner did I em- 
brace thee, as thou offeredſt thyſelf, and was eſpouſed ' 
to thee, but I exceedingly longed for this bleſſed dax 


of eternal marriage. Letters, love tokens, intercourſes 
by ambaſſadors, and all manner of mediate fellowſhip 
could not give full ſatisfaction: nothing but faintings, 
jongings, and deſires until I have thee. in my naked 
embraces. Apples and flaggonsvf wine could ſcarce 
hold up my ſwooning heart, in thy abſence : the moſt 
excellent enjoyment could do no tnore than hinder an 


eternal deliquium: only thyſelf could cheer up the faint- 


ſoul. O thy all excellent ſelf! what elſe is worthy of 
deſire ? None beſide thee : O flower of my delites,. 
I am eternally well! my fair one, fince I have thee. 
in my arms, my tormenting love-ſickneſs is quite abo- 
liſhed from my mind! the beholding of thee face to 
face, hath ſwallowed up all former tongs. I enjoy. 
thee fully, and am I not at the furthermoit of all my 
deſires ? Thon haſt for ever my deareſt Lord, cut off 
all manner of complaint. Sirs, I need not now be a. 
ſupplicant to any of you, as a mean to uſe to tell my 


well-beloved of my love ſickneſs, thro' his ſeeming * 
unkindneſs. There can be no greater intimacy hetwixt 


my Lord and me for ever! I have entered thy v 


heart, I lie betwixt. thy breaſts. Neither ſickneſs, * 
ſorrow, nor infirmity can dwell in the circle of thine * 


arms? Were there any ſickneſs it ſhould be thru“ the 


ſuperabundance of NN loves; but the veſſels 
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Which I before experienced in part, I find now in 


136 A GLIMPSE OF GLORY. 
are fitted for the ſuperabundant oil of gladneſs, and 
overflowing of joys. If this ambroſia and neQar of 
glory be ſtrong and ſprightly, the bottles are new and. 
of a durable ſtructure. What can I ſay more of my 
happineſs, than that I cannot conceive and expreſs the. 
full emanations of thy love and ſweetneſs. 8 
68. What ever delight and ſweetneſs I enjoyed i 


n. 
time, it is now augmented myriads of ſtages : by my * 
leaving earth, IJ have loſt no enjoyment not only _ 
becauſe of recompenſe, and enjoyment of an higher. 
nature; but alſo becauſe. all kinds of enjoyments 
are here in an eminent manner. Thy land, O Ema- 
nuel, is ſtored with all manner of precious things, 
new and old which thou haſt prepared for thy thoſe 
before all ages. All the joys and delights that 1 
met With in time, were as ſo many light eſſays and 
preludes of theſe. ſubſtantia] and enduring pleaſures ;; 
all have been ſlight foretaſtes of this ſuperabounding 
harveſt of eternity: what was then in drops is now 


in oceans; for I am entered for ever into the fountain 


of all fulneſs and ſatisfaction; and that ſweetneſs 
the moſt evident, ſublime and vigorous manner; 
even my moſt refined enjoyments of thy bleſſed elf, 
were but low childiſh notions, ariſing from ſhallow 
improper, apprehenſions, raiſed by the contraction of 
a multitude of - borrowed ideas, extracted from lower, 


objects; which indeed were paſing ſweet and glorious. 


for the time, filling mortality almoſt above its meaſure, 


appearing childhood glory fallen down on graces 


country ? but O! the vaſt difference betwixt mortality 
and immortality ! who can but ſmile at; his former 
apprehenſions ? No wonder earthly ſtupid creatures. 


apprehend this unſpeakable glory in an earthly ſtupid 


manner. Every extraordinary may appear above what 
eye hath ſeen or eaf heard, or mind imagined, unto, 
the mind that hath known this more by faith, than by 
fight ; more by certain report, than evident experience; 


62 - 


A GLIMPSE OF GLORY, , ' 
for what can the mortal imagine higher, than by the 
ſweet outleting of the glory and deſire of men and 
angels, to be overfilled with joy unſpeakable and full 
of glory ? But a drop that would overfill a veſſel of 
the narroweſt ſize, would be as nothing to the capa- * 
city of many worlds. Yet what delight and admira- 
ration, to look back and conſider, how my Lord made 
bits of half dead clay, to be raviſhed with the higheſt 
objects; far above the reach of any earthly; mortal con- 
dition ! but creatures of all conditions are enamour d, 
raviſhed, ſatiated and overcome, when once thou 
beginneſt in the leaſt; to diſcover thy matchleſs love- 
lineſs. What delights to conceive bits of childiſh no="" 
things enamour'd with thee they never ſaw and 
chanting forth their love ſongs of 'praifes in the midft of 
the ſaddeſt diſpenfations, which were able to torment, 
bear down and cruſh low, feeble mortality! O what 
joy to conſider (with the ſame eye) my converſe ſome- ' 
times with thee in time and now in eternity; and to 
compare them together! how excellently doth the 
eſpouſing agree with the marriage? How 'nobly doth” 
walking with thee by faith, uſher in the perſonal fol- 
lowing thee whitherfbotves thou goeſt : I find thy deal- 
ing to the ſaints in time is a myſtery above the reach f 
nature in its higheſt pitch, as well as thy way with 
them in eternity. Little did, or would the world con- 
ſider, what à golden happinefs I had in the days of my 
pilgriniage, in thy fellowſhip: the choiceſt of their 
religion was a formal outſide homage, they mocked” 
thee with; but a familiar converſe with thee, was @-. 
thing they had no experience of: they worſhipped these 
as a dumb idol, for no mutual intercourſe did they 
know or deſire.“ O the golden hours I have had in 
thy raviſhing fellowſhip, within the tents of mortality! 
eternity cannot cancel the memory of thy paſling” 
kindneſs to me, in 7 low and deſpicable condition: 
I have moſt ſenſibly found thy ſtrengthening” cheering? 

13 V Jeremiah x ĩi. ii. ee > 
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preſencein all afflictions and difficulties; I found thee 
to be another manner of God to what the foolith 
world imagined thee to be, even a preſent help in times 
gave ear to my prayers and an- 
ſwered them ſpeedily; both by the influences of thy 
ſpirit on my heart, and thy diſpenſations; tho' then 
1 was a child, yet thou didſt teach me to diſcern be- 
tween thy frownings and thy ſmiles, 'the light of thy 
countenance lifted up, and the turning away of thy 
face: thou madeſt thyſelf familiar unto me; ſo that 1 
approached unto thee, in al} exigencies, as unto a near 
and intimate friend, of whoſe kindneſs and help I was 


perſuaded, and truſted accordingly : I depended and 
truſted on thee, as a father caſting all my cares upon 


thee ; ſo that I was careful for nothing: I learned to 
know my duty, and the way of its performance, and 
committed the event of all to my Lord and ſovereign 
abſolutely, without the leaſt reſervation : being per- 
ſuaded that he would completely fulfil all things fully 
S him, becaufe he had promiſed ; and 
would not make them aſhamed, who placed their con- 
fidence in him. And now I may teſtify before the 
whole creation, that thou haſt been better to me, in 
my pilgrimage than I could imagine or defire ; and 
that the lot thou carved'ſt out for me, in time hath been 
beſt for me: I would not for ten thouſand worlds it 
had been otherwiſe, as to the ſmalleſt diſpenſation; 


the moſt croſs and ruin like diſpenſations, as to ſenſe 


have been the ſweeteſt; having had the nobleſt effects, 
and neareſt maniſeſtations of thy love and ſweetneſs, 
accompanying them, If any have proved, any thing 
bitter and diſadvantageous, it was becauſe I brought 
them on my own tas by my ſacreligious boldneſs, in 
diſpoſing of myſelf and what concerned me, without 
his, approbation and conſent : yet even theſe he turned 
ta my good; his power being ſo tranſcendantly excel- 
lent, as to Deng light out of darkneſs: and his love 
being ſo boundleſs to thoſe whom he had choſen from 


eternity, that he would ſuffer no harm to befal hem; 


A GLIMPSE OF GLORY. | iy. 


but make all things to contribute to their good. Ol can 
we but wonder at, and rejoice in the incomparable con- 
deſcenſion, wiſdom and excellency of our Lord: who 
has contrived and effected our eternal happineſs after ſo 
ſtupendous a manner! Could we ruin ourſelves ſince | 
it was his will to ſave ? Could we in the leaſt ſtand in 
the way of our happineſs, ſince it was his. ſovereign 
eternal pleaſure, to make us as happy as can be? Q. 
eternal aſtoniſhment ! the more we have undone our- 
ſelves the more he hath made us happy; the more we 
have degraded ourſelves, the higher hath he exalted - 
us; the more we have hated and provoked him, the 
more kind and intimate is he become to us! men and 
angels, could you have found out ſuch a way to manifeſt 
the glory and excellency of free grace? Is it not here 
manifeſted in the higheſt manner ? Fe ors | 
69. Is it not an eternal queſtion, men and angels. 
whether the excellency of our well-beloved manifeſted, _ 
or lying hid be more aſtoniſhing ?. But ſure each ot them 
is an everlaſting raviſhment, which would plunge ne- 
ver ſo many worlds into an ocean of aſtoniſhment ! , 
one ray of his divine excellency now immediately be- 
held, doth implicitly diſcover, that more and more / 
eternally may be ſeen ; what then ſhould be our im- 
mortal exerciſe but to bend all our faculties to ſearch, \. 
look in and admire, and flame in love, and extol the 
tranſcendant excellencies- of him that ſits upon the 
throne and the Lamb thro' all ages: Jehovah, alto- 
gether excellent, lovely; Jehovah, is a deep we have 
for ever loſt ourſelves in] what are we, men and angels 
that we ſhould ſet him on high, what contribute we 
to the declaration of his infinite glory? 'Tho' we ſhoutd. 
wear out to a period, endleſs eternity with our inceſſant 
hallelujahs, could we bits of nothing conceive this in- 
finite one; did he not bow and humble himſelf in- 
finitely below himſelf, that he may be apprehended as- - 
he is, by our finite capacities, with his uncreated love- 
lineſs and ſweetneſs? Tis ſtrange he ſhould ſatisfy no- 
things with his fulneſs ! this is a myſtery, @ wonder! 
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nothing but wonders upon wonders ! every precedent 
act is the admiration of the following, and ſo on 
throughout eternity. What ſtretchings of capacities! 
what bending of all the faculties ! O the beauty, good- 
neſs and ſweetneſs, thatdwells from eternity to eternity 
in him! O the full outletings ùpon us! tho' he were 
not excellent unto us; yet we are conſtrained to love : 
adore and extol him, who is an infinite mafs of all ex- 0 
cellency : tho“ he be infinitely above the praiſes of all ( 
poſſible creatures; yet we can but cry him up, to whom [ 
all praiſe is due: we are conſtrained who fee his face c 
to expreſs again and again thro eternity his infinite . 
rteCtions : as creatures we are bound to be all for } 
im; but theſe ſtupendous obligations ſuperadded, 
r 
n 
£ 
h 
n 


above all production and prefervation, have elevated us 
to ſuch a frame, that common ties are ſwallowed up 
and vaniſhed. O his goodneſs ! how great is his good- - 
neſs, how great his is beauty! every ray, every out- 

leting would raviſh never fo many creatures!“ We 


are the everlaſting witneſſes of thy glory and excellency, F 
O dread ſovereign, and thy ſervant whom thou hait tl 
choſen: before thee there was no God formed, neither te 
ſhall be after thee : thou even thou art the Lord, and * 
beſide thee there is no ſaviour :- before the day thou art * 
he; and there is none that can deliver out of thine 8 
hand: thou workeſt and who ſhall let thee? We re- at 
member not the former things, neither conſider the e 
things of old: behold, thou doſt a new thing, and it al 
ſpringeth forth and we underſtand it; thou doſt even q 
make a way in the wilderneſs, and rivers in the deſert. At 
The beaſts of the field honour thee, the dragons and ar 
the owls ; becauſe thou giveſt water in the wilderneſs _ ce 
and rivers in the defert, to give drink to thy people, ar 
thy choſen : us haſt thou formed for thy ſelf, we ſhalb m 
ſhew forth thy praiſe:t HaL.LELujant © © © ſo 
- '» Pſalm cxln. 1. 10. ex Ki. 2. cxlviii. cxlix. cl. Ifaiah iv. 2 3. he 
Xi. 1, 9. xxv. I, 59 12. XXViii. 3. Xxxii. 16, 17. XXXVe 8. 10. + Iſaiah fo 


li, 5, 6. liv. 10. xiii. 7. Jxiv. I. 1xiii. 6. Job xxvii. 16. 23. v. 18. 
25. Pſa. cviii. 1g. v. 10. xx. 8. Xviii 27. XXX. 1, 5. XXXVIl, 4. 
11. xxxvi. 9, 21. xlix, 16, 17, 15, 14 15. X vill. 1. c. 5. XVIII. 16. | 
cxlvii. 12. cxlvi, 10. I 4:3 
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An. well-beloved, I degin to be afraid, that T have 
dark ned counſel by words without knowledge. Ah! 


- 


this has been the effect of my raviſhing view of thy fu- _ 


pernatural glory to be revealed; to talk ſo poorly and 
childiſhly of ſuch great and excellent things! a ready 
way tobring down the low 1 the ſohs of men 
have of thee much lower! A deſtruction to my deſign 
here, and the flower of my deſire, which is only to 
raviſh the judgments and affections of the childrengof 
men, concerning the excellences of thy perſon, the 
greatneſs of thy kingdom, and the glory of thine in- 
heritance in the ſaints in light, My deareſt one let this 
never fee the light, if it ſhould produce any other effect. 

Pardon dear Lord my childifh boltdnefs, and accept 

the will for the deed : thou knoweſt it is my defign, 
to ſet thee on high. But ah! my ſtupidity, ah! my 
childiſh ignorance !+ when ſhall my childhood be gone, 
when ſhall I come to man's eſtate, how long ſhall my 
faculties be ſtupid and out of order? If even now I 
am wondering —_ childiſh expreſſions of ſuch ſuper- 
excellent things, what will my reflections be, when 
attained to the fulneſs of the ſtature of Chriſt ? It 
quiets my mind ſomewhat, that T have expreſſed more, 
and aſcended higher than the conceptions of moſt; 
and that all expreſſions and diſcourſes of ſublunaty ex- 
cellencies ſhall bluſh and be aſhamed to appear here : 
and that tho' whatever I ſhall fay, be unworthy of the 
meaneſt of thy ſaints ; yet may it be an occafioh to 
ſome of them, of ſtirring themſelves up to a mere 
heavenly frame of ſpirit, and more ſerious and pro- 
found apprehenſions of the things that are iuviſible. 

; 7 Proverbs Xx. 2, 3. | 
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2. Heirs of glory what think you of your 7 
inheritance? The delightſome countries, the pleaſant 
habitations, the unſpeakable joys, the everlaſtingplea- 
ſures, the inconceivable felicity, that lie a little before you, 
and to which you are poſting; are you not amazed with 
the confideration of your wonderful prerogatives; is it 
poſſible yon can bear the forethought of what you are 
coming into? Shall you be ever able to pluck your 
minds from ſuch raviſhing things, have not all ſublu- 
nary excellencies diſappeared. in your ſight ; what are 
the ſtars when the ſun doth appear? I think I hear 
every one of you ſay, I have done for ever with the 
« painted clay images; for I haveſeen and found the 
only real ſubſtantial things.“ O joy unſpeakable aud 
full of glory! you delights, you ſorrows of time, you 
are much overlooked by. me, while I lie thus within 
the view of eternal raviſhments. One moments im- 
mediate converſe with Jehovah and the Lamb, ſhall 
eradicate all the impreſſions of ſorrow and grief, I can 
' poſſibly undergo. ; ſhall ſee him as he is, face to face; 
theſe very arms ſhall embrace the chief of ten thouſand; 
I ſhall be for ever filled with his infinite ſweetneſs ; 
even drunk and overfilled with his. overcoming loves. 
O the frame of niy fpirit ! I can ſay nothing; ex- 
preſſions fail me, for repreſenting the high thoughts of 
my heart! where am I now? Am [not almoſt in 
heaven already? Heart, love and all have fled thither ; 
nothing remaining here but this vile clay tabernacle ; 
nd ere long, it ſhall be there alfo : } my converſe is 
no more hermee. 7 5 e 
23. Silly worldlings what think you of our world? 
Speak men, I appeal to your own ſtupid ſelves, which 
of us are the en „ moſt renowned 
and excellent? Are you not beginning to conſider your 
deſperate folly and madneſs; are you wondering at 
the folly of your paſt by vanity, in ſpending your 
ſtrength for tranſient vaniſhing ſhadows; are you not 

| f | Heb, Xii. 22424 Date 
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in your thoughts; come hither, the bargain is done 


reality of the only real things? What ! becaufe they 


eyes, when atteſted. by multitudes of eye witneſſes, ef 


and you ſhall find heaven and hell wrote upon them. 
ſerious 2 thou acteſt againſt thy conſciencet 
the way of t $655» | 


more: will ye not bend hither all your faculties, and. 


* 
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Acad begining to Eil is lone with ret AS - 
are you not content to renounce the love of your dung 
hill for it; are you not come to ſuch a bleſſed change 


leaven is yours; for it is, love, and have it. What 
mean you, ſirs? Why ſhould any of you thus fand 
wavering ; muſt you not have heaven; if you loſe it, 
What can purchaſe it; is there any impediment ? Be 
willing and welcome. Dare any of you doubt of the 


fall not under your brutiſh ſenſes, then you may doubt. 
whether you conceive. or not: are ye ſuch brutes as to 
think, that there is no uptaking, but ſenſual, when 
the mental are myriads of ſtages more evident ant 
real? Sirs, can there be any ſo mad, as to deny the 
exiſtence of thoſe countries he never ſaw with his 
diverſe ſorts and ages? And have not numbers of all 
ranks and ages, of the moſt excellent, atteſted their © 
diſcoveries of this happy world? One of which atteſ- 
tations is more worthy, than the teſtimony of ten 
thouſands of ordinary men. O ſirs, want _ conſide- 
ration cauſeth yuu to look upon the only ſubſtaptial 
things as uncertain fancies. Conſider eternity ſeriouſſy, 
and you ſhall find yourſelves. moved in another man- 
ner, than thoſe who are led away by enthuſiſams. Sirs, 
enter into your own hearts, enquire at your confcienges 


Speak never ſo much, worldlings againſt our happy 
ſtate, thou but manifeſteſt thy defires, not thy real and 


y blaſpheming betrayeth thee.. 


EY 


4. Ahl ſirs, I fear many of you have taken but a 


conſider profoundly again and again what; you have 
ſeen, until an enduring Ms A be left on your, 
ſpirits ? What! ſhall your thoughts be fo ſuperhcial 
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and tranſient, as that you ſhall undergo no transformas.. 
tion in the ſpirit of your minds; but ſtill remain earthly 
What, ſtill earthly and preſently back to earth again! 
are you like earthly exhalations, which by reaſon of a 
ſight fiery impreſſion, tho' ſeen awhile aloft, yet fill” 
retaining the droſſy nature, they fall down again? Shall 
ry. be ſo ſoon forgotten as if it were only a nine days 
wonder? How are you affected; are you not in ſome 
heavenly frame; will you ſuffer it to vaniſh Way BY. 
—5ꝗ 55 


negligence, vain conceits, worldly words and thou 
fleſhly luſts? Shall dunghill earth eclipſe the raviſh 
view, you have gotten ? Will you become as low and 
creeping in your conceptions, as you have been? May 
fach a ſad ſentence be ſaid of you, © the glory you 
have ſeen to day, you ſhall behold no more.“ Will ye 

ove like Balaam, who fell to his accuſtomed baſeneſs, 


after the elevated ſight of Iſrael's comely tents ? Shall 


you be ranked with the fallen angels, who fell from the 


higheſt places of the world to the loweſt ? Keep your 
— ſituation if you be wiſe, fallen ſtars are moſt abomi- 
nable : the higher pitch the lower fall: better if you 


had never know ſuch excellent things than to flight 


and — * them; and be as baſe and earthly, as if the 


ſound ſuch aſtoniſhing things had never come to your 
T. ⁊ C W21 SS 

D farther into the depths of infinite ex- 
cellencies: ah! what can we ſpeak of ſuch ſublime 


maſſy things? Tho we ſhould Write as many volumes 


as would fill the whole creation; earth's ſhallow dialect 


is inſignificant in ſuch fubſtantial things; words are 
here but ſilent ſhadows: of no efficacy ; come ſee and 
taſte would tell the matter. Sirs, have you any thing 
to ſay, is not the buſineſs paſt all debate, need we fav 


any more, can you be fo mad, as to be indifferent and 


unconcerned in ſuch a weighty concern? Sirs, how 
« long will ye halt between two opinions ?“ Stand no 


9 
4 
2 


more aback * O! come away and be everlaſtingly 
bleſſed ! Are you not out of 'congeit with time's woun 
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_ things that cannot profit, Kindle you conſidering thin 
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eaten glory, are yo not lamenting your foren 
vanity and dats a | not wearied with: the 


never entered within your eonception befare 3 what 
lets you then, that you are not heavenly and diving, are: - 
you not altogether in love with our well-belove&*the 
author of all, are you not cloſing with him om his own - 
terms, as he has offered himſelf in his teſtament, are 
you not heartily embracing and ſtriving to grow mata 
conformed to his lovely image, — you thall grow 
up to the perfect ſtature of his fulneſs ? tien wel- 


come a thouſand times welcome untothis glos us world 


of Emanuel's conqueſt : you are com unte the joyin 


and lightſome ſide of the ereation. I dare pawn ny 5 


ſalvation you will never repent of ſo {weet 4 tranſſa- 
tion :* your progreſs through ali te difficulties of time, 
even death irlelk⸗ ſhall be Nd and [weet. 

6. Be of good courage yo ſaitits of the moſt high, 


hill worms contemn or eſteem. you: it is below you:to®* 
fear ſuch feeble beafts. Overlook the farcical gradations 
of time; it is below princes born to: fo great things 

to take notice of fuch triſles : ſtand to your royal p N 


ciſe ze death in any garb, in gain anto the perſon, wh *. 1 
is in heaven already. 5 
7. You Who will ſtill be gor ling upon baſe 3 
who tho' ye ſhould read oy hear never ſo'gft, of tho” 
only excellent things, yet willyſtill go back to the 
dunghill again, and will vex anti 


will endeavout and deſire t be ade 
we have only this to ſay Un you, © He that is filthy 
let him beplthy ll,” You have made a · brave choice, 
poor fools your paradife is bale, empty, hungry, and 
tranſient; well hefittäng ſuch noble and high ſpirits as }. 
you: in whatever account you ſcem to be, in the GH 
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you princes of the world zt it is all ongwhether dungs A 


iwes z fall not down from your ennobling 2 | 


torment yourſelves : 
with the cares and vanities of-a rank life ; wha” 8 
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of a baſe world, you are vile deſpicable worms: 'crawlt-* 
on your ſtately dunghill : but know, if ye can under- 
ſtand, that theſe vile bodies and ſouls of yours ſhall 
never aſcend higher; under our feet we ſhall eternally 
trample you; your kingdom being under our palace 
royal. Fill yourſelves with duſt as the ſerpents; let 
your day thoughts and night thoughts run out on dung- 
hill concerns; add houſe to houſe and land to land; 
heap up treaſures for many days; and when you en- 
counter death or a day of ſad affliction, caſt up your 
great and precious gains; have you accounted your- 
elves un worthy of ſuch unſpeakable bleſſedneſs? No 
ou ſhall never taſte it; but be everlaſtingly ſhut up, 
in that horrid, abominable lake, a ſuitable dwelling - 
place for fuch vile wretches : this dark and ſmoky re- 
gion you only like, “and to utter darkneſs ſhall you 
* be driven, where there is weeping, + wailing and 
« gnaſhing of teeth.” e 
8. Let glory and renown remain for ever upon the 
head of the author and purchaſer of ſo great a ſalvation ! 
can angels ever enough admire him, can the ſaints ever 
enough praiſe him; wereſhall we get a throne to ſet this 
majeſtic one upon ? All our gloryand excelleney is too 
baſe and low a footſtool for his feet: thouſands of excel- 
lent worlds, erected one above another, were too baſe 
and low a footſtool for him to trample upon. Men and 
angels what have you, or can you ſay worthy of him ? 
Were your hallelujahs tuned up never ſo many ſtages - 
higher; yet ſtill they Would fall infinitely below his 
matchleſs worth: what can we do, in extolling ſuch a 
lofty one? For ever he is infinitely exalted above all 
our praiſes, yet we ſhall eternally praiſe him: all our 
ſtrength, ſoul, and might muſt be fully let forth to his 
glory ; tho' all we can do is nothing: who is worthy 
of glory except our well- beloved; whom ſhould we 
love but him; whom ſhould we praife, but him; 
whom ſhould we 2dmire but him: who but he ? None 
but him. O! let all our powers and faculties. be 


* 4 


; * N 5 * 


eternally filled with him. Ah! it's black ſhame the 
ſons of men ſhould think, ſpeak, and write ſo much of 
empty nothings; and ſo little of this only excellent 
one ! when ſhall our well- beloved be great among all 
nations? Ah! He is very little known among the ſons 
of men: little do they diſcourſe of him; and that is 
cold and common: alaſs! men talk of him as if he were 
a common beloved men eſteem Jeſus ſome ordinary 
one: they hear of one Jeſus that wasiflain at Jeruſalem 
and they are as little affected, as if they read or heard 
of ſome common hiſtory: the news of his excellent 
kingdom have ſmall impreſſion upon them; they think 
they hear of new worlds, never ſeen or travelled by any. 
Chriſt is an unknown perſon to the moſt ; the ſound 
af his name hath filled the ears of all; the letters of his 
name are well known and no more: but who have 
been raviſhed with his good ointments; who hath been 
filled with the odoriferous emanations of his Lebanon 
garments ; who hath taſted of his ſoul overcoming _ 
tweetneſs; who has had him as a bundle of myrrh all 
night betwixt their brzaſts ; who hath found him, held 
him and would not let him go; who hath been led in- 
to his preſence ; who can live (tho' in ever ſo great an 
abundance of earthly things) without a familiar and in- 
timate fellowſhip with him? 
9. Poor worldlings, the beſt of you are but formaliſts, * 
ocenpied about the outſide and ſhell of religion: thro” 
euſtom and a natural conſcience you go thro all the 
bulk of the exerciſes of godlineſs; you hear, pray, 
read, confer, meditate, and perform duties bet wixt 
man and man, thro' cuſtom and formality, ſhame of 
others, vain glory, the ghawings of a natural conſcience 
which you muſt quiet ſome way or other. But ye know 
not what it is, to do all things to the glory of our well- 
beloved; to be afraid that in the belt of your performan- 
ces, you offend him, and ſtir him up before he pleaſe; 
to look more to the manner of your duties, than the 
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bulk of them; to the principle from whence they flow, 


than any thing elſe, to the intention and frame bf your 


heart in duty; to watch over your heart, to have a 
ſtrict eye over your thoughts; to be moſt troubled with 
guarding againſt theſe ſecret ſins which no creature can 
ſee but yourſelves; to keep up a near and intimate 
communion with Jeſus; to have mutual intercourſe 
with him, to wreſtle with, lay hold upon, and con- 
ſtrain him in a manner to bleſs you; * to account all 


things but dung and droſs unto the knowledge of the 


excellency of Jeſus,” the only well-beloved ; are 
you indifferent to all things but Chriſt; is the world 
in all its glory, pleaſure and profit, a dead and crucified 
thing in your eyes; is the cry of your heart Chriſt, 


and only Chrift ; give you him and you deſire no more! 
O firs ! have you ſeen, heard and found him? Know 


you his ſmiles, the litting up of his countenance, his 


love embraces? Ah! worldlings, I am ſpeaking of 


ſtrange things, unexperienced by you | 


10. You ſaints of the moſt high, you are witnefſes 
of the truth of all we have ſpoken : have we notſpoken 
poorly.and childiſhly of ſe gicat things? It is nothing 


ae have ſaid, to that which even you experience in the 
land of abſence. O then] ſincere ons, hath not thy 
well- beloved written more of this tranſcendant beauty, 
{ſweetneſs and excellency upon thy heart, than all the 
lcarnedof the world can write: what can be written 
en ſpoken of ſuch great things? Come, ſee, taſte and 


feel, will manifeſt the buſineſs beſt. It was not our 


intention, O ye excellent ones of the carth, to write to 
you of things which are in ſuch itrong characters im- 
popes on your faculties; but only to put you in mind. 


eſt you ſuffer ſuch noble iropreflions io decay, in the 


midſt of worldly affairs, temptations and dithculties :: 


that you may perceive the vaſt difference betwixt ex- 


preſſion and feeling: that you may, be ſtirred up to the 


noble gift of utterance, that you may manifeſt to the 


* 


ig. orant the excellency and lovelineſs of your well- 


7 ²˙ͤ—]ÄÄ—Ä—Ä—Ä— 


* 


__ communons 140 


beloved, and what he hath done to your foul; We have 
written to you babes, who are young ſtudents in chris- 


tianity; even to you O daughters of Jeruſalem, who” 


are enquiring after our matchleſs bridegroom, having 


only heard the raviſhing ſound of his voice, but never 


have ſeen his amiable countenance, nor enter'd his 
pleaſant beds of ſpices. O might we be eternally 
honoured in leading you in by the hand unto him, O 
draw near ! and ye thall fee ten thouſand times more 
than ever ye heard tell of; you ſhall begin to wo at 
your childiſh talking of ſuch wonderful thin 28. 

11. We have written unto you worldli- gs, . 
we have ſeen and found, that you may know that there 
are excellent things indeed, which never tell under 


your brutiih ſenſes ; and to Jet you know thu godlineſs | 


is different from what you thought, that you may en- 
quire after the reality of ſuch excellent things, and 
ſtrive to get a ſight of him that is inviſible, that in ſee- 


ing you may love him, and in loving be bleſſed for 


ever more. Poor worldlings, we cannot but pity you, 
who cannot pity yourſelves: you ſee not your own baſe 


and low condition; foraf you could it would be chan ged. Y 


Were it poſſible to ſhew your vileneſs and — dew 


you affected with nothing ſo much as what falls dader | 


your ſenſes, what pre-eminence have you above the 
brutes of the field ? The joys, deſires and intentions 
of both are confined within an inch of time: both are 
earthly, temporal, decay in a moment and come to 


nought. I appeal to yourſelves baſe worldlings, if 


they may be termed high ſpirited,” whoſe thoughts and 
projects are only upon earth, the faſhion of which 
paſſeth away; as you cannot but perceive with your 
bodily fſenſes. Ah! firs is it not even ſad? Earth is 


the centre of all your love and deſires; earthly glory, 


riches and delight affect you moſt; let you have abun- 
dance of earth, and that eternally; and you can live 


without the enſoy tent 'of God {ane mw * the 
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kingdom above theſe wit ble heavens appears as a ſtrange 


i wention, which tho' ye give an hiſtorical faith to, 
yet you are affected little or nothing with the news of 
ſuch aſtoniſhing things; and labour, endeavour, and 
ſeheme more for theſe periſhing things: which ſhews 
you are baſe earth worms, who have choſen this dung- 
hill for your country; deſpiſed and undervalued the 
enduring ſubſtance; and have not ſtirred up yourſelves 
to the deep perſuaſion of the truth, and reality of ſuch 


wonderful things; but embrace earth and confeſs your- 


ſelves its natives and home born flaves: may you not 


at laſt ſee your own baſeneſs and ſlavery, are you not 


athamed of your former vileneſs, are you not beginning 


to perceive, that the ſaints are the only excellent and 


noble perfons, are you not looking upon it as the 


greateſt miſery and baſeneſs to be earthly in your mind 


and affections, are you not accounting it the only dig- 


nity.and accompliſhment, to be humble and divine? 
Again we beleech you to be ingenious, and not to lull 
yourſe] ves aſleep in ſecurity's lap, with a number of 


careleſs will-be's and may-be's. What firs, do you. 
confeſs the reality of theſe wonderful things to come, 


that heaven and hell is the eternal lot of all mankind : 
which of them are you making for? You know accord-. 
ing to your preparations here, fo will it be hereafter ;+. 


whether will ye travel the way to the one or the other: 


chooſe you.* Will you remain earthly and yet think to 
enter the heavenly city, is there a foot breadth ſor 
earth worms there ? If earthly minded creatures re- 
maining ſo, may expect to enter the fair kingdom of 
heaven, then would heaven be filled with all ſorts of 


cattle, and hell would be empty, which is indeed the. 


opinion of ſtupid worldlings, whoſe extenſive charity 
reaches all men that ever were or ſhall be: who are of 
ſo ſweet and mild a diſpoſition, as that they dare not, 
cannot judge any, and are not aſhamed to ſay of the 
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what” good; but believe it, earthly mindedneſs is 
a palpable groſs vileneſs to all, who have their ſenſes - 
in the leaſt exerciſed. Enter your own hearts, poor 
wretches and behold your own practice and the-prac- 
tice of the generality of others about you, and: you. ſhall. 
perceive yourſelves ſmell ſtrongly of earth. Do not all 
your alms and projects tend earthward, are not your 
laſt thoughts in the evening, and firſt in the morning, 
and your thoughts all day long running upon lower 
concerns? Baſe earth only fills your minds: few, tran- 
ſient and brutiſh are your conceptions of things above: 
5 eternity you make your by- aim, earth your chief deſign. 
F Do you not eſteem earthly glory and riches moſt, are 
not theſe who have moſt on earth, greateſt in your eyes, 
had you not rather have the wealthieſt, the men of 
moſt account and power in time allied to you, than the 
afflicted people, can you not converſe familiarly with 
dunghill worldlings, without any trouble or antipathy, 
yea have ye not the curſed heart, to become one fleſh 
with a curſed black lump of death and hell, if ſo be 
that they be laden with the earth's worm eaten traſn; 
or pleaſe your carnal inclination and fooliſh fancy, are 
you not more taken up with your own ptivate petty 
affairs, than with the great concerns of Chriſt and his 
church, have you not more delight in earthly enjoy- 
ments, than in the exerciſes of godlineſs, are you not 
more ſenſible of your temporal loſſes, than of your 
ſpiritual, do not your joys ebb, and flow, according 
as earthly things do, are you not ignorant of rejoicing 
in tribulation ; becauſe of the ſmiles of Jehoval's ami- 
able countenance, and of ſorrowing in the midit of 
earthly abundance, becauſe the well- beloved hath 
frowned, withdrawn himſelf aud is gone, worldlings 
is it thus with you? Let your conſciences ſpeak, men 
and women; O ! hear them that God may hear you. 
N 1 ſay, is it not moſt evident to yourſelves, that thus it 
is with you, and are you for glory, are you for the clean 
and holy city, are you for dwellng with everlaſting 
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burning, are you for walking with the Lamb, clothed 
with the white and beautiful garments of holineſs, are 
you for ſtanding among the fair delightſome aſſembly 
of ſaints and angels, who eternally ſurround the throne of 
Jehovah, and the Lamb ? Ye baſe worldlings, as long 
as ye are what ye are, ye have nothing to do with glory: 
ſtand aback, touch not the mount, beaſts are not to 
meddle with ſo great things: heaven is only for holy - 
ones :t believe it ſirs you are ten thouſand miles from: 
holineſs ; holineſs is a ſtrange unknown thing in the 
world: the moſt refined moraliſts, eivilians, carnal. 
goſpellers, and brave formaliſts have ſcarce heard the 
ſound thereof.“ | 116 $211 : 6h 
Believe it, holineſs or wiſdom is a rare thing: a ſaint 
is a wonder. God hath placed them among the nume 
rous multitude of mankind like ſo many ſigns and 
Wonders: ſo many ſaints in the world, ſo many mira- 
cles in nature: a faint in the calendar of the generality” 
of profeſſors, is an ordinary perſon; but in Chriſt's: 
moſt. extraordinary. There are fewer real chriſtians 
than the moſt preciſe and ſtricteſt in their cenſures can 
imagine. If the nature of holineſs were well known, 
we thould wonder that there is, among all mortals one 
holy one; for in very truth, a ſaint is nothing elſe but 
a piece of heaven, a new creature transformed from 
the image of hell, into that of glory; one w hoſe con- 
verſation is above : a ſaint hath not the ſtamp and 
faſhion of this world; his heart and love are quite gone 
from him to another place; his words, actions and de- 
portment manifeſts that he ſerks a country above, and 
that he deſpiſeth and overlooketh all things here, as 
things inconſiderable, dead and crucified in his ęyes: 
his joys, treaſures, contents and pleaſures lie not here: 
his torments, grief and mifery lie not in temporal things; 
his mind is elevated far above the laughings and troy n- 
ings of a tranſitory world: its ups and downs affect 
him not: his ſublime mind is ſet upon higher things: & 
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heaven is his ſoil, element, the centre of his love and 
deſires :. he longs, prays and weeps to be there. The 
deſire of the full and naked enjoyment of the chiefeſt 
of ten thouſand, over tops and ſwallows up his deſire 
and love to all other things: what tho' he hath fair, 
pleaſant poſſeſſions of earth, many dear friends and 
pleaſant eompanions, an excellent wife and hopeful 
children? All theſe are but droſs and dung to the 
knowledge of the excellency of his Lord: they are 
1 and pleaſant, but nothing to the well- beloved. 
He can leave them all gladly, to be with him. Away 
my wife, children, friends, poſſeſſions, hopes and even 
lite; I could not but with great grief be thus ſeparate 
from you, were I not going to one who is ſweeter, 
dearerand more lovely to me, above all expreſſion than 
you all: the loſs of all things is no loſs : if I goto the 
full enjoyment of him whom my ſoul loveth :* no en- 
Joyments whatſoever can quench my longing to be with 
him: he is my all and only one. F arewel, all lower 
enjoyments, the love of my faireſt well- beloved fwale 
lows up all other loves. Be cloſed my ſenſes from re- 
ceiving any more ſublunary objects, that ye may be 
everlaſtingly filled with his tranſcendant lovelineſs, 
ſweetneſs and excellency. And no wonder the faint 
cannot want Chriſt ſince he is transformed into his 
lovely image, a partaker of his divine nature; one w-ho 
is endued with the ſame mind that was in him, Who 
hath Chriſt dwelling in him, who hath the kingdom of 
heaven within him ; ſo that it is natural for him to tend 
God- ward, and heaven-ward; even as it is natural ſor 
the, worldling to tend earth-ward and hell-ward. 
Every thing hath a propenſity, and love to its own cen- 
tre, and bends off from its oppoſite : the fire aſcends to- 
Wards the centre and great globe of fire; every bit of 
earth diſjoined, tends back to the whole again. Tho 
there were neither reward nor puniſhment; yet a holy 
one mult love, ſerve, obey, praiſe and adore his God; 
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feels in his foul : all the tongues of men and angels 


| | 
1 


for heaven muſt operate like heaven, even neceſſarily, 
tho' freely, ſweetly, and without compulſion. Again, 


worldlings muſt tend earth- ward, thoꝰ they ſhould find 
never ſo much vexation, torment and grief in it: tho 


he ſhould be ever ſo often threat'ned and perſuaded of 
all the miſeries, that follow an earthly, ſenſual and 


brutiſh way of living; ſince he is all ſenſe, earth and 


corruption, altogether deſtitute of the divine nature : 


in a word, a worldling is a viſible incarnate devil; a 


ſaint a viſible incarnate angel: only hell on this ſide 


time is not fully accompliſhed j the one; nor heaven 
fully perfected in the other. The holy one ſmells 


ſtrongly of glory; and the nearer he approaches to his 


journeys end, the more reſplendent a luſtre hath he of 
heaven: O tincture of heaven! their actions have a 
greater ſmell of glory ſtill'; but all is nothing to the 
glory and excellency of their inviſible and inward ope- 
ration: little appears without, in compariſon of that 
within. O the. noble and ſeraphie thoughts! O the 
ſtrange motions of love, joy, and admiration above all 
poſſible expreſſion! O the raviſning perfumes of paſſing 
Joys and ſweetneſs, where with the beloved fills the 
heart ! It is impoſſible for the ſaint to expreſs What he 
cannot manifeſt the fweet and noble thoughts he has of 
his well-beloved. He would gladly expreſs them to all 
that are about him, but he finds it impoſſible. He is 
ſometimes contending with his narrow fancy that it 


cannot find bout a more ſublime, clear, and excellent 


way of expreſſing the matchleſs' worth of his beloved: 
ſome times, he is angry at the cold ſhallow manner of 
others talking: he would have all men ſpeak, write 


and do nobly for Jeſus. Nothing vexeth him more than 
to perceive the generality of men forget him: or when 


they ſpeak of him, they talk ſo coldly as if he were # 
common beloved. He would have his lovely one filling 


8 * Prov. iv. 10. 


the hearts and mouths of all: he hates the fellows | 
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ſhip: where be is not highly eſteemed, loved, praiſed + 


and adored: he greatly honours and loves that( tho other- 


wiſe low and deſpicable) where he is praiſed, wor- 


ſhipped and much accounted of. It is his continual 
torment and affliction, he hath ſo low and unbeſeeming 


thoughts of him: he is in a grew rage at his heart, 
r 


that it ſhould at any time go aftray, from ſuch an excel- 
lent object after vanity ;- he lays bands on, watcheth 


pos”  # 


over and commands his heart, that it have noble and 
excellent thoughts of him; and entertain no other 
beloveds beſide him: he deſires nothing more than to 


have his heart ſet wholly upon him, and for ever ra- 
viſhed and overcome with his love: and no wonder 
ſince Chriſt and he are one; one in nature, mind, 


affection, ſpirit and all things: as the Lord Jeſus is, 


ſo is he in every part. Every one of the ſaints reſem- 


ble the children of the King of Kings; among all the 


ſons of Adam, there are none their like.“ The gene- 
rality of mankind have from the beginning, looked up- 


on them as ſtrange perſons, nicknamed them with va- 


rious ſorts of names, according to the iniquities of the 
times and places they lived in; becauſe of their rare- 


neſs in number, ſingularity in their way of living and 


practice, preciſeneſs in their principles; and oppoli- 
tion to the ſins of the times their lot was caſt into. 


I 


Ah! poor worldlings do ye not ſee, that a ſaint is 


not whatjyou imagined; do you not perceive, that you 
are as far below real holineſs, as earth is below heaven; 


is it not manifeſt to yourſelves, that you are not the 


creatures, Whoſe minds and affections are heavenly ane 


divine, that you are not of a more excellent ſpirit than 
your neighbours ? True, your own deceittul heart 


will cauſe you to imagine yourſelves rare pieces of 


excellency ; yet it will give you no demonſtration, bat 


only cauſe I, as ſuch to appear great; and ſo confound . 


every thing, as you may evade us, one way or another. 
So deſperate are worldlings that they cannot abide to 
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examine their condi itions, and when lers helf ern ihe 
+ behold their own miſery and vileneſs. But worldfinges, 


| ſaved?” Here bleſſed Jeſus; I ſubſcribe a blank put 


| burdened under your iniquities, than ever you were 


copertbro: 


light, that they may diſcover them they wink, leſt they 


may you not ſee your nakedneſs ? If you will but aſk! 
ſeriquſly,. at yourſelves, a few ordinary queſtions, und 
ſolve them aan, according to te mme 'of pee, 
conſcience. n 
1. Have you ever felt the pangs of the new birth! 
are you ſtrangers to this FT bis 3 is ſtrange l aſaint, a 
regenerate creature, a man born over again, and yet 
without paĩm or labour TS great mutation without 
great ſymptoms, and concomitatits cannot be. Ah! 
moſt mens religion hath come to them in a dream : 
2. Did youvever ſay, What ſhall I do to 520 | 


im any thing thou wilt; and in thy ſtrength, I Will 
gladly endeavour the performance 'of all 5 only ſave" 
me, or elſe Leternally periſh; It is ſtrange vou have 

never come the length many e cot 
Sd yet imagine yourſelves ſaints 8 


. Hath the great ſalvation a ppeared bs ph in a your” 15 
. ſo filled your minds, Shar it hathſwallowed up 
] 


"ak ; 2 x on 
- > "Fx * a'% * Tt % P Fo - 
” ” » s "a > - > * D ” od F V+ q * Fs * 1 ws F I ; 
F . of. -,. ö Nn 1 * 
| a> a Wwwwo ous Fre” CS 


all other concerns? Are you not come ſo far as ſome 
reprobates have attained unto for a time And can 1 
you _—_— yourſelves e of this: neee - 
tion? mad deluſion ! a | 

4. Were you ever ſiek 'of f in, have: , yor 
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under any earthly affliction, do you not find the grive- 
-ous weight of a body of death, yea, go you not ho ts 

under your iniquities, only forne of the groſſeſt of them 
torment your natural conſcience; as for original ſin, 
you know it more by ſpeculation than by feeling: this 
doth ſhew you to be dead in treſpaſſes and ſins, 
alienated from the life of God.“ Can you yp OE 5 
Tanne Bot a noble creature as a ſaint 4: Fa, 
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E e tell him, 1 am fick of love;“ Hawe yon been 


* 


„ 


Tn a him, With . bear in Your 7755 Wit; 
your] . upon your aking fores, were you eyer Weeps EY 85 
ing, groaning andi{ightag at his feet for-mercy, e WE 
and reconciſiation and the lifting up of his able” mo, 
countenance 5 Were you ever wreſtling! with ſin as for 
wur life, and ſaying bleſſed Jeſus F- muſt have thee to 

my Lord; head; advocate, king, pneft; pre ors, 


„ not experimentally, what'T-am fang y 
pon religion yet to ſe n. 
„ Didyozuver erf at it were; 2 © ge 2 
„ Jeruſalem, I charge you if ye ſee my beldyed;" oY 


fainting becauſe of an abſent, and Withdrawing Lord ; "= 
bee you had a weariſome night withou: eps for Sar, 
en could not find him Kn⁰œοQuͥ 2 
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_ with Chriſty / you can e your 
bim, Jau ap 1 mind eee W 
„ 'Fho 'anceternaFerfoymieutof 5 1 pollble — 
_ joy and delight, filled Wirf al Gnells; taſtes, - 13 
melodies that che heart of mar can imagine, Wers 
placed on the on hand; and the eternal enjoyings pratf- 
ing, and adoring Jehovah and the Lamb on the other; © 
which of theſe tO lives would your Heart choole? 4 You, 
ſap.4+ 1 had rather enjoy Chritt, than all things.) 
then comes it to paſs you long not to be withy e Lyon © 
bare more delight in earthly enjoy ments, than in 9 
exerciſcsiofi gedlinefs 5 Why is Medien on him, e 
glory of his kingdom, the excellency of bo s perſon, 775 — 
ancholy an uncommon an exerciſe; why. do. your -- by 3 > 
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and intimate fellowſhip with the Father vo the Son? 
Ah ! poor things you are altogethèr ignorant of your- 
Telves; and therefore you talk you know not what. 
| Find you in your ſoul a ſtrong and ardent deſire 
and longing after God, and ſtill to have more and more 
of him, til you be filled with all h 
a greater thirit after him, than eber you had for cold 
water in an unquenchable thirſt, thro' a burning fever, 
eat heat, labour or wearineſs ? 
takers of his nature, you cannot but bend to him. Are 
your deſires after him cold and indifferent, and broken 
eiſſerns can quench your thirſt: be aſſured, you are dead 
and have not your ſenſes exerciſed. 
10. Can you diſcern, betwixt the exerciſes of el 
lineſs, and God in the exerciſe ;. are you ſometimes : 
ſeeking him and cannot find him; are you calling unto 
him, and he gives no anſwer; are you ignorant of a 
: wmutbal converſe with him; do you not find him ſpeak- 
ing to your heart, as really as you ſpake to him; 3 know 
ye not What it is, to receive anſwers to prayer? Ah! 
ygers to the myſtery of godlinels. 


ye are ſtra 
11. Fin 


Td) 


enjoyments? Hare 
chambers of love, and rejoiced and been 
have you not found his; love better than wine, and the : 
favour of his good ointments moſt cheering and re- 
freſhing ; nay found you not in ſome meaſure, to 
your own ſweet experience, all the intercourſes 
of ſongs; what ſay you? 
Are you ſtrangers to theſe things; and yet an eſpouſed 
ſoul to Chriſt ? That cannot be. 
12. Have you not a reſpect to all his commandments, | 
ſince you have reſigned yourſelf wholly over to him, 
without.the leaſt reſervation ; dare you contradift a 
known precept, and can facrilegioully cut and carve 
upon his latter will, and put your own carnal gloſſes 
upon bis clear commands, tor. 170 own Vorldly and 


Written down in the ſon 
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1 ; have you 


you more delight in his fellowſhip, when 


ad in him ; 
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Surely if you be par- 
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you are alone, than ever you found in all your earthly 
you not been way of into his 
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on the contrary, are you the people that eſteem perſons 


art thou ſuch a creature, that thou loveſt the converſe 
of the wealthy and proſperous ; and canſt take a wd. 


184. Do not the affairs of Chriſt's church thro” tha 
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earnal ends; and yet ſaints, and yet lovers of Jeſus ? 
That's impoſſible. ; 

13. Doth your goodneſs reach the ſaints, the excel- 
lent of the earth, in whom is all your delight: is there 
any in your eyes, by a thouſand ſtages ſo great as a ſaint; 
is not a creature the more lovely, excellent and eſteemed 
in your eyes, the more wiſe he is, the more he is like 
the all lovely Jeſus ; as for the ſeveral fancies of riches 
and honour you value them not, theſe are not the things 
that heighten and depreſs perſons in your account: but 


according to gay clothing, multitude of traſh, much of 
earthly honour, power, authority and renown ; love 
you more to have a really honourable wife, children, 
kinſmen and friends, than to have them wiſe and holy; 


ling known to be ſuch, to be the inſeparable compamon 
of thy life ; becauſe of worldly advantages ; and can 
converle familiarly and merrily with worldlings without 
any antipathy, or hurt to the frame of thy heart; art 
thou ſuch a one, and yet a faint? Ah ! poor thing thou 
art a ſtranger to holineſs. It may be thou art a formaliſt; 
that is a perſon illuminated, who hath a cuſtom of read- 
ing conterring, meditating and praying, ; and it may 
be weeping, and hearing the beſt with jeopardy ; but 
the life and marrow of religion thou are altogether 


CY . 


ignorant of. 


world, and eſpecially thro” the particular church he dom 
moſt own, lie nearer your heart than all other things . 
* Are not your own affairs oft times forgotten by yoy 3 
ſo much are you taken up with the affairs of | Chritt 9 
That Chriſt may be great, his intereſts glorious, and 
is people exalted is the flower and Of of your deſires. 1 
You are exceeding angry with not onſy his own petfes | 


Pla. cxxxvii. 5,0. | 
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euting enemies, but all, who are indifferent or Jukes 
warm in his matters; thou canſt abide none but the 
zealous ones: art thou not burnt up with zeal for the 
glory of thy excellent one t But on the contrary do 
hine own affairs have moſt of-thy thoughts? Thou art 
oft times ſo occupied with them, that the affairs of 
Zion are almoſt forgotten : it may be thou wiſheſt welk 
unto her and had rather ſhe did ſwim than fink ; yea 
would undergo a conſiderable loſs, upon condition the 
might be exalted :. but wouldſt thou have the affairs of 
Chriſt great, merely out of a deſire to his glory and 
exaltation ! Doſt thou deſire the riſing of his intereſts 
tho it were upon thy fall and ruin; are thy great affairs 
even what concerneth life, ſmall and of no oonſidera- 
tion in thine eyes, in compariſon of the ſmalleſt things 
of Chriſt ; yea, art thou not one, who can overlook: 
and cede many things to the enemy ? Not an hoof,” 
is too great preciſion for thee. And is not thy hatred: 
and indignation at his enemies weak and indiſcermible ?; 
Thou canſt hear his work and people | ſpoken evil of 
unconcernedly, and be little or nothing moved: thou 
art a very meek and moderate man in his cauſe; and 
art thou one of his? Hath he the flower of thy love ? 
Is that love burning in thine heart, which many waters 
cannot quench ? Art thou a genuine ſon of Zion? 
Never think it; poor deluded creature thou haſt reli». 
gion yet to ſeek. |. MOTEL e. ww tb 4 
r5. Doall earthly things appear dead unto thee ; doſt: 
thou look upon. this earth, as a melancholy wilderneſs ; 
and halt thine heart and eyes {till on thy country? Nea 
doſt thou look with a disdainfuleye upon this baſe world 
fo full of wickedneſs, vexation and vanity, wherein- 
thy Lord and his followers have got ſo bad entertain- 


ment ? But on the contrary, doſt thou look upon thine 
enjoyments in a lovely and warmer manner, and halt; 


Nester and more pleaſant thoughts of them, than f 


the life" to come When the world ſmiles upon thee 
7 Bla giv. 264; Wii. 9, 4. 


5 8 ſmile again; 128 canſteaſily bear te want of 
the full enjoyment of God ; being ſo well pleaſed with 
an eaſy earthly life, either in reality or imagination ; as 
thou art ſaying to thyſelf, „it is good to be here.“ 
Art thou thus, and yet a ſaint, a pilgrim who is travels. 
ling heaven-ward, a creature whoſe heart and love is 
in another country, and not here? This is a contrari- 
neſs, never think it man; think thyſelf the thing thou 
art, an home born ſlave; and then. thou art a ſtep 1 in _ 
way to true liberty. 

16. Art;thou longing to be. in che immediate lad 
| braces of the chief of ten thouſand ? To behold him fac 
| to face, and be ſatiated with his immediate fellowſhip 

Is it oft the cry of thy longing heart, when ſhall I fee 
him as he is, and that white and beautiful company fol- 
lowing him witherſoever he goes? When thall I ſew 
the bridegroom and the bride kiſs and embrace one ano 
| ther? When ſhall he ſet his majeſtic head througl» 
| theſe viſible heavens, and appear in his royal marriage 
8 robes, before the whole creation? Ah the envious hea 
vens that hide him from my longing eyes! Ah! the 
longſome days that lie betwixt me and him! when ſhall 
we be eternally in each others immediate embragesj#: 
6 But on the contrary canſt thou live contentedly in the 
midſt of earthly abundance with ſmall or no deſires of 
his immedlate fellowſhip ? Is this the ordinary frame 
of thy ſpirit and yet a ſaint ? It cannot be. Can the; 
chaſte ſpouſe not long for herabſent bridegroom ?* Can. 
the true lover live patiently without beholding che be.. 
loved's face? Ah ſirs, you have not been really eſ- 
pouſed to him. Have you not received his love cens, 
nor been raviſhed with the ſmell of his fragrant aint- 
1 ments? And what wonder you are as you are. 
8 | 17. Are you depending on God in every thing? Do FT 
1 you acknowledge him in all your ways; do you caſt al! 
7 * your cares upon him and truſt in him for all things in 
time and eternity? So that you find your mind greatly; 
eaſed 5 as having one to 1. father, wine! is both able» } 33 


= 
f , 4 
1 Pf 
Js 5 


* — - 5 — TINS x "yy dad a — — — — 
1 N <P 4 OT yo pe 4 _ rn 9 2 * = 
3 ESL OY > a 0 IE : : — nt 49 — FRY | 
2 r T r. oY sn ** = Bp gd 4 1 dd —# — —— — 

4 AY « — . 0 * Py a —— - — A 8 

SY 2 * — . 4 « 4 = <= 2 * * 2 P 5 

* . — 2 IS” \ * — 2 4 « 2 * W 
8 = IR 8 © nn WY — * 2 _ vo Ic Pe ET : 9 ö 1 33. 
. r l . 3 - ue * 2 7 


. 
— _— Nr 
| 


2 . 1 * 
OS x ” 4 = IF. 
r 25 = 3 8 « . FFP . 
10 F Gf * —L N < A E 1 0 9 « 22 - >. C44 % Rand by z > — 
1 * * * — Z — 855 oe 2 — 2 oo - 7 Ca. > ITY ___ 22 2 x EIS 
4 OS tn ee Bobs Fe 8 * A rl Ee = err EIPIn — = 
S A * a . — : "> - 
6... Se IT „J „ 22 0 oe rn Senn ELIAS — 8 
bs —_ — — — 2 co : y ; - . 2 I, a 
* . 


3 


— „„ * 
rr 
% 2 55 B 1 0 Lf 
«a 7 — by — 
r al 2 
4 8 1 we 
* * * "3 
2 2 * 4 
* 8 — 
* 2 — NE DS 2 
ne rr 
* 72 YT 
3 — 
. * 


— 


„rr " 
ec 1 * — 00 . 


2909 
* TMX, 
of * 7 


om merely hee ences ng ONES r 


* FIR 

T4 

o 8 — 4 
1 

* : 


2 


- CONCLUSION. 


and willing to carry you thro' all difficulties and afflic- 
tions ; are you endeavouring to do h's commandments, 
and commit the event abſolutely unto him, who you 
know brings it to a good iſſue; have you renounced 
the diſpoſing of yourſelves, and reſigned that with all 
your concerns unto him ; and dare not do any thing 
without his approbation ? Or on the contrary do you 
rely on this or that thing ? If there be money in the 
purſe or calves in the ſtall- then you hope you ſhall not 
want, you truſt in human probabilities, but if theſe 
fail you, you deſpond; thou haſt not the confidence in 
God, that may hold up thy heart, in as chearful a con- 
dition as when corn and wine abounded unto world- 


lings; thou canſt not lay as much weight on the large 


promiſes in the book of God, as worldlings on their 
charters in earthly poſſeſſions ; and therefore thou art 
ever anxious about the event, and committeſt not the 
diſpoſing of thyſelf to him: thou walkeſt by the 
compaſs of riches, eaſe, reputation, &c. And whe- 
ther it be the will of Chriſt is thy laſt conſidera- 


tion; whether it be a courſe that will moſt glorify” 


him, and make thy progreſs ſwifter to glory, doth not 
ſo much trouble thee : as whether it will be a courſe, ” 
to make thee proſperous, full of eaſe, wealth, and eſteem 


in the world. Doth thine heart diQate unto thee ' 


ſuch an occupation, ſuch a marriage and ſuch an enter-- 
prize, wall bring in great wealth, much worldly joy, 
a multitude of friends, greater worldly honour, ' &c. ' 
therefore it is to be followed. Ah! deluded wretch, ' 
thou walkeſt by earthly carnal rules; and yet ſuch 
noble creature as a ſaint ? Never entertain ſuch fancies: 
the ſaints walk as Chriſt walked ; he is their fore-run- : 
ner and captain. a7 e 1 e 

The difference between a ſaint and a worldling, may 


in ſome manner be ae 297 from what bath been 


ſaid. Aſk yourſelves ſeriouſly fuch queſtions ; reflect on 


. your way of walking; ſee what is the conſtant frame 
of your heart, and what your heart loves moſt,” What 


— 


— 


you have been, what you are aiming at, and ſeeking | 


be not beguiled in ſo weighty a concern: if you err 


work in good earneſt as for life and death: make ſure 
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moſt; what you moſt rejoice in; what the thoughts 
and intentions of your heart run moſt out upon. Ohirs,” 


here you are eternally undone : it is Satan's great en- 
deavour to hinder you from conſidering yourſelf or your- 
condition; he-delights to ſee. you paſs away your time 
in conſidering your natural abilities, coporal endow»! 
ments, your eſtate in the world, &c. But he is afraid 
if you conſider your ſpiritual eſtate, how it ſtands be- 
twixt God and you, whether you be in friendly terms 
or not: if not how may you attain unto a near fellow=' 
ſhip ;, and how you may keep yourſelf in his love and 
favour, and grow more and more familiar with himz 
he loves and endeavours to divert your mind off eternal 
concerns to temporal. But firs, you ought to give eter- 
nity the firſt place, the flower, choice and might of all 
your endeavours: make ſure work in ſo great a matter: 
thy eternal well or woe is upon the wheels man; what 
ſhall be your lot thro' endleſs ages, is a concern abope 
all you can conceive, knoweſt thou not how the mat. 
ter ſtands? Is not the time ſhort, thou haſt to prepar g 
thyſelf into, is not thy life moſt unrertain, is not the 
work of falvation a great, long and difficult work? Is 

it not moſt common, that men die as they live; and 

molt certain that their eternal condition is as they die? 

It is writen © Today if ye will hear my voice, harden. 
not your hearts; thou knoweſt not what a day maꝓ 
bring forth.” Come, embrace fo friendly à call. 
Have you any excuſe; are you about any buſineſs of 
greater concern; is any ſucc2eding hour better than 
now: doth not thy heart grow harder. Then fall to I 


work build not upon the ſand but the rock: never reſt * 
til you have Chriſt indeed, and not forms fancy in his 
place; be ſure you get an intereſt in him: never think ' 
yourlclves right until you have a familiar, and lively © > 


fellowſhip with the Father and the Son; until there b 1 
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mutualcommunications of love betwixt Chriſt and you” £ 
yntil-you have heartily and for ever given yourſelves 
wholly up to him, and taken him over you, to be your” 
king, prieſt and prophet, to be your all and only one; 
until you are enamoured with his matchleſs beauty, 
overcome with his paſſing ſweetnefs ; until earth in its 
beſt condition is nothing and vanity in your eyes; un- 
til heaven become your native country, where heart, 
love and all do lie, ſo that it ſhall be as natural for you” 
to be heavenly minded, as for earth worms to be earthly. 


5 O then! we ſhall greet you by the excellent and prin- | 


cely name of ſaints; you ſhall be no more beaſts, but 
_ creatures of an high and ſeraphic nature, the ſons and 
miniſters of the high and dofty one; the princes and 
heirs of heaven earth and all things; for then „ all 
« things are yours whether Paul, A pollos or Cephas, 
or the world, or life or death, or things preſent or 
40 things to come : ALL ARE YOURS, AND YE ARB, 
„ CHRIST'S, AND CHRIST FS GOD'S) | 
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